Read PDF Upon The Altar Of Nation A Moral History Civil War Harry S Stout

Upon The Altar Of Nation A Moral History Civil
War Harry S Stout
Alexander HamiltonBrothers in GrayThe Parliamentary Debates (official Report[s])
Blood on the AltarHistory of the French revolutionAmerica AflameOn the Altar of
FreedomGoliathGod's Right HandVolume of Speeches Delivered in Congress,
1840An Altar for Their SonsThe Parliamentary DebatesThe Living BibleProzac
NationThe Pearl of Great PriceSworn on the Altar of GodDemanding the Cherokee
NationReport of the Discussion on American Slavery Journal of the Civil War
EraMotel of the MysteriesBorderlineDamned NationUnintended
ConsequencesHeaven in the American ImaginationWest from
AppomattoxUnholyUpon the Altar of the NationAmerican ChristianitiesWhat Is a
Nation? and Other Political WritingsBuilding an Altar of SacrificeThe Sovereignty
WarsThere Goes the GroomProdigal NationThe Girls Who Went AwayThe Civil War
as a Theological Crisisbd. V-VI. Personal narrative. Particulars of a journey from
Altamira to Catorce, by Robert Phillips. Account of the province of Texas, by
General Wavel. Notes on the state of Sonora and Cinaloa, by Colonel Bourne.
Annexed documentsAmerican SympathyPicturesThe Law of Nations; Or, Principles
of the Law of NatureOnce Upon a Wartime

Alexander Hamilton
Brothers in Gray
In this deeply moving and myth-shattering work, Ann Fessler brings out into the
open for the first time the astonishing untold history of the million and a half
women who surrendered children for adoption due to enormous family and social
pressure in the decades before Roe v. Wade. An adoptee who was herself
surrendered during those years and recently made contact with her mother, Ann
Fessler brilliantly brings to life the voices of more than a hundred women, as well
as the spirit of those times, allowing the women to tell their stories in gripping and
intimate detail.

The Parliamentary Debates (official Report[s])
Blood on the Altar
History of the French revolution
“A friend in history,” Henry David Thoreau once wrote, “looks like some premature
soul.” And in the history of friendship in early America, Caleb Crain sees the soul of
the nation’s literature. In a sensitive analysis that weaves together literary
criticism and historical narrative, Crain describes the strong friendships between
men that supported and inspired some of America’s greatest writing--the Gothic
novels of Charles Brockden Brown, the essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson, and the
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novels of Herman Melville. He traces the genealogy of these friendships through a
series of stories. A dapper English spy inspires a Quaker boy to run away from
home. Three Philadelphia gentlemen conduct a romance through diaries and
letters in the 1780s. Flighty teenager Charles Brockden Brown metamorphoses into
a horror novelist by treating his friends as his literary guinea pigs. Emerson
exchanges glances with a Harvard classmate but sacrifices his crush on the altar of
literature--a decision Margaret Fuller invites him to reconsider two decades later.
Throughout this engaging book, Crain demonstrates the many ways in which the
struggle to commit feelings to paper informed the shape and texture of American
literature.

America Aflame
In Goliath, New York Times bestselling author Max Blumenthal takes us on a
journey through the badlands and high roads of Israel-Palestine, painting a
startling portrait of Israeli society under the siege of increasingly authoritarian
politics as the occupation of the Palestinians deepens. Beginning with the national
elections carried out during Israel's war on Gaza in 2008-09, which brought into
power the country's most right-wing government to date, Blumenthal tells the
story of Israel in the wake of the collapse of the Oslo peace process. As Blumenthal
reveals, Israel has become a country where right-wing leaders like Avigdor
Lieberman and Bibi Netanyahu are sacrificing democracy on the altar of their
power politics; where the loyal opposition largely and passively stands aside and
watches the organized assault on civil liberties; where state-funded Orthodox
rabbis publish books that provide instructions on how and when to kill Gentiles;
where half of Jewish youth declare their refusal to sit in a classroom with an Arab;
and where mob violence targets Palestinians and African asylum seekers
scapegoated by leading government officials as "demographic threats." Immersing
himself like few other journalists inside the world of hardline political leaders and
movements, Blumenthal interviews the demagogues and divas in their homes, in
the Knesset, and in the watering holes where their young acolytes hang out, and
speaks with those political leaders behind the organized assault on civil liberties.
As his journey deepens, he painstakingly reports on the occupied Palestinians
challenging schemes of demographic separation through unarmed protest. He
talks at length to the leaders and youth of Palestinian society inside Israel now
targeted by security service dragnets and legislation suppressing their speech, and
provides in-depth reporting on the small band of Jewish Israeli dissidents who have
shaken off a conformist mindset that permeates the media, schools, and the
military. Through his far-ranging travels, Blumenthal illuminates the present by
uncovering the ghosts of the past—the histories of Palestinian neighborhoods and
villages now gone and forgotten; how that history has set the stage for the current
crisis of Israeli society; and how the Holocaust has been turned into justification for
occupation. A brave and unflinching account of the real facts on the ground,
Goliath is an unprecedented and compelling work of journalism.

On the Altar of Freedom
From the founding of the first colonies until the present, the influence of
Christianity, as the dominant faith in American society, has extended far beyond
church pews into the wider culture. Yet, at the same time, Christians in the United
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States have disagreed sharply about the meaning of their shared tradition, and,
divided by denominational affiliation, race, and ethnicity, they have taken stances
on every side of contested public issues from slavery to women's rights. This
volume of twenty-two original essays, contributed by a group of prominent thinkers
in American religious studies, provides a sophisticated understanding of both the
diversity and the alliances among Christianities in the United States and the
influences that have shaped churches and the nation in reciprocal ways. American
Christianities explores this paradoxical dynamic of dominance and diversity that
are the true marks of a faith too often perceived as homogeneous and monolithic.
Contributors: Catherine L. Albanese, University of California, Santa Barbara James
B. Bennett, Santa Clara University Edith Blumhofer, Wheaton College Ann Braude,
Harvard Divinity School Catherine A. Brekus, University of Chicago Divinity School
Kristina Bross, Purdue University Rebecca L. Davis, University of Delaware Curtis J.
Evans, University of Chicago Divinity School Tracy Fessenden, Arizona State
University Kathleen Flake, Vanderbilt University Divinity School W. Clark Gilpin,
University of Chicago Divinity School Stewart M. Hoover, University of Colorado at
Boulder Jeanne Halgren Kilde, University of Minnesota David W. Kling, University of
Miami Timothy S. Lee, Brite Divinity School, Texas Christian University Dan
McKanan, Harvard Divinity School Michael D. McNally, Carleton College Mark A.
Noll, University of Notre Dame Jon Pahl, The Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia Sally M. Promey, Yale University Jon H. Roberts, Boston University
Jonathan D. Sarna, Brandeis University

Goliath
Elizabeth Wurtzel's New York Times best-selling memoir, with a new afterword
"Sparkling, luminescent prose . . . A powerful portrait of one girl's journey through
the purgatory of depression and back." —New York Times "A book that became a
cultural touchstone." —New Yorker Elizabeth Wurtzel writes with her finger on the
faint pulse of an overdiagnosed generation whose ruling icons are Kurt Cobain,
Xanax, and pierced tongues. Her famous memoir of her bouts with depression and
skirmishes with drugs, Prozac Nation is a witty and sharp account of the
psychopharmacology of an era for readers of Girl, Interrupted and Sylvia Plath’s
The Bell Jar.

God's Right Hand
Eight years ago Tony left Olivia at the altar. He was sure she didn't really want to
marry him. Now he's back, and they're forced to work together. Coming home isn't
easy for Tony, because his father wanted him to work at a trade instead of going
off to college. Their relationship is still unsteady. Even before Tony's return, Olivia
began questioning the depth of her love for her fiance, a man she chose because
he was safe and reliable. Yet the last thing she wants is a loveless, faithless
marriage like the one her parents suffered through. When Tony, who never
stopped loving her, insists her fiance is the wrong man for her, Olivia sets out to
prove him wrong. But the sexual chemistry between them is still strong, and so are
her feelings for him. Even so, how can she break her engagement, hurt her fiance
as she was once hurt? And how can she trust Tony not to abandon her as he did
before? If anyone does the jilting this time, she will.
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Volume of Speeches Delivered in Congress, 1840
Now in paperback—with a new preface by the author Americans have long been
protective of the country’s sovereignty—all the way back to George Washington
who, when retiring as president, admonished his successors to avoid “permanent”
alliances with foreign powers. Ever since, the nation has faced periodic, often
heated, debates about how to maintain that sovereignty, and whether and when it
is appropriate to cede some of it in the form of treaties and the alliances about
which Washington warned. As the 2016 election made clear, sovereignty is also
one of the most frequently invoked, polemical, and misunderstood concepts in
politics—particularly American politics. The concept wields symbolic power,
implying something sacred and inalienable: the right of the people to control their
fate without subordination to outside authorities. Given its emotional pull, however,
the concept is easily high-jacked by political opportunists. By playing the
sovereignty card, they can curtail more reasoned debates over the merits of
proposed international commitments by portraying supporters of global treaties or
organizations as enemies of motherhood and apple pie. Such polemics distract
Americans from what is really at stake in the sovereignty debate: the ability of the
United States to shape its destiny in a global age. The United States cannot
successfully manage globalization, much less insulate itself from cross-border
threats, on its own. As global integration deepens and cross-border challenges
grow, the nation’s fate is increasingly tied to that of other countries, whose
cooperation will be needed to exploit the shared opportunities and mitigate the
common risks of interdependence. The Sovereignty Wars is intended to help
today’s policymakers think more clearly about what is actually at stake in the
sovereignty debate and to provide some criteria for determining when it is
appropriate to make bargains over sovereignty—and how to make them.

An Altar for Their Sons
A profound and timely examination of the moral underpinnings of the War Between
the States The Civil War was not only a war of armies but also a war of ideas, in
which Union and Confederacy alike identified itself as a moral nation with God on
its side. In this watershed book, Harry S. Stout measures the gap between those
claims and the war’s actual conduct. Ranging from the home front to the trenches
and drawing on a wealth of contemporary documents, Stout explores the lethal
mix of propaganda and ideology that came to justify slaughter on and off the
battlefield. At a time when our country is once again at war, Upon the Altar of the
Nation is a deeply necessary book.

The Parliamentary Debates
Celebrating 40 years and over 40 million lives touched, Tyndale is releasing The
Living Bible as an eBook. The Living Bible is a paraphrase of the Old and New
Testaments. Its purpose is to say as exactly as possible what the writers of the
Scriptures meant, and to say it simply, expanding where necessary for a clear
understanding by the modern reader.

The Living Bible
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The letters featured in this book were sent by Corporal James Henry Gooding, a
member of Company C., of the 54th Massachusetts regiment. They were sent to
the New Bedford (Massachusetts) Mercury and published. He was described as a
truthful and intelligent correspondent, and a good soldier.

Prozac Nation
The Pearl of Great Price
Sworn on the Altar of God
Demanding the Cherokee Nation
Demanding the Cherokee Nation examines nineteenth-century Cherokee political
rhetoric to address an enigma in American Indian history: the contradiction
between the sovereignty of Indian nations and the political weakness of Indian
communities. Making use of a rich collection of petitions, appeals, newspaper
editorials, and other public records, Andrew Denson describes the ways in which
Cherokees represented their people and their nation to non-Indians after their
forced removal to Indian Territory in the 1830s. He argues that Cherokee writings
on nationhood document a decades-long effort by tribal leaders to find a new
model for American Indian relations in which Indian nations could coexist with a
modernizing United States. Most non-Natives in the nineteenth century assumed
that American development and progress necessitated the end of tribal autonomy,
that at best the Indian nation was a transitional state for Native people on the way
to assimilation. As Denson shows, however, Cherokee leaders found a variety of
ways in which the Indian nation, as they defined it, belonged in the modern world.
Tribal leaders responded to developments in the United States and adapted their
defense of Indian autonomyøto the great changes transforming American life in the
middle and late nineteenth century. In particular, Cherokees in several ways found
new justification for Indian nationhood in American industrialization.

Report of the Discussion on American Slavery
Journal of the Civil War Era
Motel of the Mysteries
Borderline
A biography of Jefferson focuses on the religious and spiritual influences on his life,
and describes his own beliefs about religion.
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Damned Nation
Unintended Consequences
"Original and wide-ranging, Murphy's discerning and important study is another
reminder that America is 'the nation with the soul of a church.'" -Journal of
American History "A wide-ranging and thoughtful meditation on how the theopolitical stories we Americans tell ourselves resonate with and sometimes even
create the communities we inhabit. This book deserves an honored place among
the oeuvre of work by political scientists and historians on the jeremiad." -- Politics
and Religion "A significant contribution to the historical account of the role of
religion in American politics." --Perspectives on Politics "Prodigal Nation is a careful
account of how theologies function politically and deserves attention from political
scientists, political theologians, American historians, and others interested in the
interface of religion and culture." --Religious Studies Review "This highly original
and wonderfully written analysis will be invaluable to anyone interested in the
meaning of America." --Harry S. Stout, author of The New England Soul and Upon
the Altar of the Nation "A brilliant analysis of the American jeremiad. Elegant,
powerful, hopeful, and wise - Prodigal Nation is required reading for anyone who
wishes to understand the fitful history of the American spirit." --James A. Morone,
author of Hellfire Nation and The Democratic Wish

Heaven in the American Imagination
Residents of antebellum northwest Louisiana held strong pro-Union sentiments,
and the Pierson family of Bienville Parish, Louisiana, were no exception, opposing
secession in 1861. Yet once war began, the region contributed its full share of
support to the southern army, and four of William H. Pierson's eight sons enlisted.
Ranging from the early battles of the Trans-Mississippi to the epic battles of the
Army of Northern Virginia, and from the brutal trenches of Vicksburg to provost
guard duty in north Louisiana, this extensive collection of Civil War letters, written
by three of the Pierson brothers, offers riveting glimpses of almost every variety of
experience faced by Confederate soldiers. Prolific letter writers, the Piersons were
educated, observant, and well placed to comment not only on the battles and
campaigns of their regiments but also on their commanding officers, the effect of
political activity on soldier morale, being taken captive, and, most of all, their
entire family's understanding of and commitment to the Confederate cause.

West from Appomattox
“The United States does not do nation building,” claimed Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld three years ago. Yet what are we to make of the American
military bases in Korea? Why do American warships patrol the Somali coastline?
And perhaps most significantly, why are fourteen “enduring bases” being built in
Iraq? In every major foreign war fought by United States in the last century, the
repercussions of the American presence have been felt long after the last Marine
has left. Kenneth J. Hagan and Ian J. Bickerton argue here that, despite adamant
protests from the military and government alike, nation building and occupation
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are indeed hallmarks—and unintended consequences—of American warmaking. In
this timely, groundbreaking study, the authors examine ten major wars fought by
the United States, from the Revolutionary War to the ongoing Iraq War, and
analyze the conflicts’ unintended consequences. These unexpected outcomes,
Unintended Consequences persuasively demonstrates, stemmed from ill-informed
decisions made at critical junctures and the surprisingly similar crises that
emerged at the end of formal fighting. As a result, war did not end with treaties or
withdrawn troops. Instead, time after time, the United States became inextricably
involved in the issues of the defeated country, committing itself to the chaotic
aftermath that often completely subverted the intended purposes of war.
Stunningly, Unintended Consequences contends that the vast majority of wars
launched by the United States were unnecessary, avoidable, and catastrophically
unpredictable. In a stark challenge to accepted scholarship, the authors show that
the wars’ unintended consequences far outweighed the initial calculated goals, and
thus forced cataclysmic shifts in American domestic and foreign policy. A mustread for anyone concerned with the past, present, or future of American defense,
Unintended Consequences offers a provocative perspective on the current
predicament in Iraq and the conflicts sure to loom ahead of us.

Unholy
What if the sanctification of war and contempt for women are both grounded in a
fear that breeds hostility, and a hostility that rationalizes conquest? The antiGospel Christian history of war-loving and women-hating are not merely similar but
two aspects of the same dynamic, argues Stan Goff, in an "autobiography" that
spans millennia. Borderline is the historical and conceptual autobiography of a
former career army veteran transformed by Jesus into a passionate advocate for
nonviolence, written by a man who narrates his conversion to Christianity through
feminism.

Upon the Altar of the Nation
An acclaimed reporter presents the first major biography of the legendary, and
divisive, conservative pastor who reshaped the landscape of American
politics—Jerry Falwell. At a time when the Tea Party movement is dominating much
of America's social and political discourse, the story of Falwell's Moral Majority will
resonate strongly. Indeed, Falwell’s language may sound familiar to anyone who
has heard recent speeches by figures like Sarah Palin, Rick Perry, or Michelle
Bachmann.

American Christianities
Ernest Renan was one of the leading lights of the Parisian intellectual scene in the
second half of the nineteenth century. A philologist, historian, and biblical scholar,
he was a prominent voice of French liberalism and secularism. Today most familiar
in the English-speaking world for his 1882 lecture “What Is a Nation?” and its
definition of a nation as an “everyday plebiscite,” Renan was a major figure in the
debates surrounding the Franco-Prussian War, the Paris Commune, and the birth of
the Third Republic and had a profound influence on thinkers across the political
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spectrum who grappled with the problem of authority and social organization in the
new world wrought by the forces of modernization. What Is a Nation? and Other
Political Writings is the first English-language anthology of Renan’s political
thought. Offering a broad selection of Renan’s writings from several periods of his
public life, most previously untranslated, it restores Renan to his place as one of
France’s major liberal thinkers and gives vital critical context to his views on
nationalism. The anthology illuminates the characteristics that distinguished
nineteenth-century French liberalism from its English and American counterparts
as well as the more controversial parts of Renan’s legacy, including his analysis of
colonial expansion, his views on Islam and Judaism, and the role of race in his
thought. The volume contains a critical introduction to Renan’s life and work as
well as detailed annotations that assist in recovering the wealth and complexity of
his thought.

What Is a Nation? and Other Political Writings
An Altar For Their Sons: The Alamo and the Texas Revolution in Contemporary
Newspaper Accounts is a collection of rare documentary materials, the great
majority of them not seen or referenced since their dates of original publication.
This book has been designed to serve several audiences, among them the scholar,
serious student, casual buff, and general reader, all of whom will find much that is
"new" here in terms of the history of the Alamo siege and battle, of the Texas
Revolution in general, and of the lives of the people involved, not to mention the
events that both preceded and followed that conflict. Aside from the book's
primary focus, the battle of the Alamo, this collection includes on-the-spot
accounts of most of the other engagements, skirmishes and massacres,
descriptions of the forts, towns, and geography, and information concerning the
armies, weapons and clothing involved. There are also word sketches of the
appearances of such important figures as David Crockett, James Bowie, and Santa
Anna that have apparently eluded modern biographers. Included, too, are many
anecdotes of their lives, both in and out of Texas, and descriptions of pieces of
their personal property handed down in the postwar years. Newspaper accounts
from later decades present interviews with survivors, or their obituaries, and
descriptions of the Alamo itself as it evolved from a weed-choked ruin into an
iconic shrine. The book contains several dozen original illustrations by the author,
each one explained in-depth with a footnoted, essay-long "caption". There is also a
newly created pictorial representation of the entire Alamo compound as it looked
in February and March 1836, accompanied by a lengthy analysis of the
fortifications based on a re-examination of the old evidence and a dissection of
newly found information. Included photographs of selected Alamo- and Texas
Revolution-related relics from the extraordinary collection of singer Phil Collins.

Building an Altar of Sacrifice
The Sovereignty Wars
A “masterful and meticulous”* feat of reportage that explains one of the central
mysteries of the Trump era: the unholy marriage of Trump and the evangelicals, as
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officiated by the alt-right. *Jane Mayer, author of Dark Money Why did so many
evangelicals turn out to vote for Donald Trump, a serial philanderer with
questionable conservative credentials who seems to defy Christian values with his
every utterance? To a reporter like Sarah Posner, who has been covering the
religious right for decades, the answer turns out to be far more intuitive than one
might think. In this taut inquiry, Posner digs deep into the radical history of the
religious right to reveal how issues of race and xenophobia have always been at
the movement’s core, and how religion often cloaked anxieties about perceived
threats to a white, Christian America. Fueled by an antidemocratic impulse, and
united by this narrative of reverse victimization, the religious right and the alt-right
support a common agenda–and are actively using the erosion of democratic norms
to roll back civil rights advances, stock the judiciary with hard-right judges, defang
and deregulate federal agencies, and undermine the credibility of the free press.
Increasingly, this formidable bloc is also forging ties with European far right
groups, giving momentum to a truly global movement. Revelatory and engrossing,
Unholy offers a deeper understanding of the ideological underpinnings and forces
influencing the course of Republican politics. This is a book that must be read by
anyone who cares about the future of American democracy.

There Goes the Groom
Does heaven exist? If so, what is it like? And how does one get in? Throughout
history, painters, poets, philosophers, pastors, and many ordinary people have
pondered these questions. Perhaps no other topic captures the popular
imagination quite like heaven. Gary Scott Smith examines how Americans from the
Puritans to the present have imagined heaven. He argues that whether Americans
have perceived heaven as reality or fantasy, as God's home or a human invention,
as a source of inspiration and comfort or an opiate that distracts from earthly life,
or as a place of worship or a perpetual playground has varied largely according to
the spirit of the age. In the colonial era, conceptions of heaven focused primarily
on the glory of God. For the Victorians, heaven was a warm, comfortable home
where people would live forever with their family and friends. Today, heaven is
often less distinctively Christian and more of a celestial entertainment center or a
paradise where everyone can reach his full potential. Drawing on an astounding
array of sources, including works of art, music, sociology, psychology, folklore,
liturgy, sermons, poetry, fiction, jokes, and devotional books, Smith paints a
sweeping, provocative portrait of what Americans-from Jonathan Edwards to Mitch
Albom-have thought about heaven.

Prodigal Nation
The Journal of the Civil War Era Volume 4, Number 4 December 2014 TABLE OF
CONTENTS Articles Gary Gallagher & Kathryn Shively Meier Coming to Terms with
Civil War Military History Peter C. Luebke "Equal to Any Minstrel Concert I Ever
Attended at Home": Union Soldiers and Blackface Performance in the Civil War
South John J. Hennessy Evangelizing for Union, 1863: The Army of the Potomac, Its
Enemies at Home, and a New Solidarity Andrew F. Lang Republicanism, Race, and
Reconstruction: The Ethos of Military Occupation in Civil War America Professional
Notes Kevin M. Levin Black Confederates Out of the Attic and Into the Mainstream
Book Reviews Books Received Notes on Contributors
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The Girls Who Went Away
We all have dreams, talents, gifts and destinies to fulfill. Many times we live
unfulfilled dreams because we have not yet ignited nor maintained the fire on our
personal altar.Having repeatedly seen this sad occurrence, I was burdened to
study the bible with a burning desire to find out why this happens even after the
Lord may have given a sure word of prophecy to His children. I diligently read the
bible to find out solutions which we can apply to our lives to curb the tendency
where an alarmingly high number of people never get to fulfill their destinies. One
of the biggest strategies the devil uses to destroy a believer's life is to ensure the
fire on their personal altar dies down. One needs to know that the sole purpose of
building an altar of sacrifice in God's kingdom is not to offer up animal sacrifice but
rather to have a quiet place of one-to-one communication with God. It is here that
a believer can ask forgiveness of sins, a factor which separates man from God and
thereafter proceed to worship Him. Building an altar of sacrifice means you having
a sacred or consecrated place of worship and adoration with God Almighty.It is sad
to know some believers do not have a personal altar of sacrifice. On the other
hand, quite a number of those who have do not take time to keep the fire burning
on their altar.Every believer needs to have their private altar of sacrifice and
ensure that it is kept burning day and night throughout their lifetime. The specified
and acceptable sacrifice to be offered in your altar to God is the sacrifice of a burntoffering of ADORATION and INCENSE of PRAISE. As the altar of incense burns every
morning and evening, so is God expecting your prayers and praises to be raised
every time from your altar. If the fire in your altar of sacrifice goes off, your altar
becomes dormant and falls into ruins rendering your guiding angel ineffective
while at the same time, giving the Devil the opportunity to mess up your life. It is
obvious we do ourselves harm if we do not tend daily to our altars to keep the fire
burning.

The Civil War as a Theological Crisis
“This thoughtful, engaging examination of the Reconstruction Era . . . will be
appealing . . . to anyone interested in the roots of present-day American politics”
(Publishers Weekly). The story of Reconstruction is not simply about the rebuilding
of the South after the Civil War. In many ways, the late nineteenth century defined
modern America, as Southerners, Northerners, and Westerners forged a national
identity that united three very different regions into a country that could become a
world power. A sweeping history of the United States from the era of Abraham
Lincoln to the presidency of Theodore Roosevelt, this engaging book tracks the
formation of the American middle class while stretching the boundaries of our
understanding of Reconstruction. Historian Heather Cox Richardson ties the North
and West into the post–Civil War story that usually focuses narrowly on the South.
By weaving together the experiences of real individuals who left records in their
own words—from ordinary Americans such as a plantation mistress, a Native
American warrior, and a labor organizer, to prominent historical figures such as
Andrew Carnegie, Julia Ward Howe, Booker T. Washington, and Sitting
Bull—Richardson tells a story about the creation of modern America.

bd. V-VI. Personal narrative. Particulars of a journey from
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Altamira to Catorce, by Robert Phillips. Account of the province
of Texas, by General Wavel. Notes on the state of Sonora and
Cinaloa, by Colonel Bourne. Annexed documents
A future archeologist finds the remnants of a mysterious ancient people—us—in a
wry satire that is “a marvel of imagination and . . . wonderfully illustrated” (The
New York Times). It is the year 4022, and the entire ancient country of Usa has
been buried under many feet of detritus from a catastrophe that occurred back in
1985. Howard Carson, an amateur archeologist, is crossing the perimeter of an
abandoned excavation site when he feels the ground give way beneath him.
Suddenly, he finds himself at the bottom of a shaft, which, judging from the DO
NOT DISTURB sign hanging from an archaic doorknob, is clearly the entrance to a
still-sealed burial chamber. Carson's incredible discoveries, including the remains
of two bodies, one laid to rest on a ceremonial bed facing an altar that appeared to
be a means of communicating with the Gods and the other lying in a porcelain
sarcophagus in the Inner Chamber. These dramatic discoveries give Carson all the
clues he needs to piece together the entire civilization—which he gets utterly
wrong. The acclaimed author and illustrator of Castle and Pyramid, David Macaulay
presents a wonderfully tongue-in-cheek satire of both historical presumption and
American self-importance.

American Sympathy
Although Christian believers agreed that the Bible was authoritative and that it
should be interpreted through commonsense principles, there was rampant
disagreement about what Scripture taught about slavery. This book tells how most
Americans were radically divided in their interpretations of what God was doing in
and through the Civil War.

Pictures
In this spellbinding new history, David Goldfield offers the first major new
interpretation of the Civil War era since James M. McPherson's Battle Cry of
Freedom. Where past scholars have limned the war as a triumph of freedom,
Goldfield sees it as America's greatest failure: the result of a breakdown caused by
the infusion of evangelical religion into the public sphere. As the Second
GreatAwakening surged through America, political questions became matters of
good and evil to be fought to the death. The price of that failure was horrific, but
the carnage accomplished what statesmen could not: It made the United States
one nation and eliminated slavery as a divisive force in the Union. The victorious
North became synonymous with America as a land of innovation and
industrialization, whose teeming cities offered squalor and opportunity in equal
measure. Religion was supplanted by science and a gospel of progress, and the
South was left behind. Goldfield's panoramic narrative, sweeping from the 1840s to
the end of Reconstruction, is studded with memorable details and luminaries such
as HarrietBeecher Stowe, Frederick Douglass, and Walt Whitman. There are lesser
known yet equally compelling characters, too, including Carl Schurz-a German
immigrant, warhero, and postwar reformer-and Alexander Stephens, the urbane
and intellectual vice president of the Confederacy. America Aflame is a vivid
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portrait of the "fiery trial"that transformed the country we live in.

The Law of Nations; Or, Principles of the Law of Nature
Among the pressing concerns of Americans in the first century of nationhood were
day-to-day survival, political harmony, exploration of the continent, foreign policy,
and--fixed deeply in the collective consciousness--hell and eternal damnation. The
fear of fire and brimstone and the worm that never dies exerted a profound and
lasting influence on Americans' ideas about themselves, their neighbors, and the
rest of the world. Kathryn Gin Lum poses a number of vital questions: Why did the
fear of hell survive Enlightenment critiques in America, after largely subsiding in
Europe and elsewhere? What were the consequences for early and antebellum
Americans of living with the fear of seeing themselves and many people they knew
eternally damned? How did they live under the weighty obligation to save as many
souls as possible? What about those who rejected this sense of obligation and fear?
Gin Lum shows that beneath early Americans' vaunted millennial optimism lurked
a pervasive anxiety: that rather than being favored by God, they and their nation
might be the object of divine wrath. As time-honored social hierarchies crumbled
before revival fire, economic unease, and political chaos, "saved" and "damned"
became as crucial distinctions as race, class, and gender. The threat of damnation
became an impetus for or deterrent from all kinds of behaviors, from reading
novels to owning slaves. Gin Lum tracks the idea of hell from the Revolution to
Reconstruction. She considers the ideas of theological leaders like Jonathan
Edwards and Charles Finney, as well as those of ordinary women and men. She
discusses the views of Native Americans, Americans of European and African
descent, residents of Northern insane asylums and Southern plantations, New
England's clergy and missionaries overseas, and even proponents of
Swedenborgianism and annihilationism. Damned Nation offers a captivating
account of an idea that played a transformative role in America's intellectual and
cultural history.
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