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Living Politics in South Africa’s Urban Shacklands

The well-respected public television journalist presents a series of one-on-one
interviews with leading scientists, writers, artists, philosophers, and historians that
outline the pressing problems America will face in the future

The Truly Disadvantaged

The problems commonly associated with inner-city schools were not nearly as
pervasive a century ago, when black children in most northern cities attended
school alongside white children. In Schools Betrayed, her innovative history of race
and urban education, Kathryn M. Neckerman tells the story of how and why these
schools came to serve black children so much worse than their white counterparts.
Focusing on Chicago public schools between 1900 and 1960, Neckerman compares
the circumstances of blacks and white immigrants, groups that had similarly little
wealth and status yet came to gain vastly different benefits from their education.
Their divergent educational outcomes, she contends, stemmed from Chicago
officials’ decision to deal with rising African American migration by segregating
schools and denying black students equal resources. And it deepened, she shows,
because of techniques for managing academic failure that only reinforced
inequality. Ultimately, these tactics eroded the legitimacy of the schools in
Chicago’s black community, leaving educators unable to help their most
disadvantaged students. Schools Betrayed will be required reading for anyone who
cares about urban education.

The Truly Disadvantaged

&ltI>African American Students in Urban Schools offers readers a critical yet
comprehensive examination of the issues affecting African American students'
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outcomes in urban school systems and beyond. Across disciplines including
teacher education, school counseling, school psychology, gifted education, career
and technical education, higher education, and more, chapters use theoretical and
conceptual analysis and research-based evidence to examine the unique
challenges facing urban African American students and illustrate what can be done
to help. This book will enable readers to better understand many of the complex
and multifaceted dilemmas faced by today's urban school systems and will
motivate readers to make a commitment to improve urban schools for the
betterment of African American students.

Renegade Dreams

A preeminent sociologist of race explains a groundbreaking new framework for
understanding racial inequality, challenging both conservative and liberal dogma.
In this timely and provocative contribution to the American discourse on race,
William Julius Wilson applies an exciting new analytic framework to three politically
fraught social problems: the persistence of the inner-city ghetto, the plight of low-
skilled black males, and the fragmentation of the African American family. Though
the discussion of racial inequality is typically ideologically polarized. Wilson dares
to consider both institutional and cultural factors as causes of the persistence of
racial inequality. He reaches the controversial conclusion that while structural and
cultural forces are inextricably linked, public policy can only change the racial
status quo by reforming the institutions that reinforce it.

Atlanta Paradox

Draws attention to growing distinctions within the Black community as
impoverished Blacks grow less and less able to compete with educated Blacks for
social status, economic rewards, and power

African American Students in Urban Schools

This book tells the story of six secondary schools that have succeeded in
eliminating or dramatically shrinking the achievement gap between whites and
disadvantaged black and Hispanic students. It recounts the stories of the
University Park Campus School (UPCS) in Worcester, the American Indian Public
Charter School in Oakland, Amistad Academy in New Haven, the Cristo Rey Jesuit
High School in Chicago, the KIPP Academy in the Bronx, and the SEED school in
Washington, D.C.

Harlem Supers

Superintendents play a large role in the formation of relationships and networks
within their neighborhood; and yet, no study in social science has focused on them.
Williams closes this knowledge gap through ethnographic fieldwork, providing an in-
depth analysis of the daily life of superintendents in the lower Harlem area in New
York City.

The "Underclass" Debate
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First published in 1999, Mary Pattillo’s Black Picket Fences explores an American
demographic group too often ignored by both scholars and the media: the black
middle class. Nearly fifteen years later, this book remains a groundbreaking study
of a group still underrepresented in the academic and public spheres. The result of
living for three years in “Groveland,” a black middle-class neighborhood on
Chicago’s South Side, Black Picket Fences explored both the advantages the black
middle class has and the boundaries they still face. Despite arguments that race
no longer matters, Pattillo showed a different reality, one where black and white
middle classes remain separate and unequal. Stark, moving, and still timely, the
book is updated for this edition with a new epilogue by the author that details how
the neighborhood and its residents fared in the recession of 2008, as well as new
interviews with many of the same neighborhood residents featured in the original.
Also included is a new foreword by acclaimed University of Pennsylvania sociologist
Annette Lareau.

Dealing Crack

This critique of American poverty and the welfare system that is supposed to
address it rejects the simplistic liberal view of increasing welfare and the
conservative view of placing the entire burden on the poor and considers
alternative solutions

Schools Betrayed

Inner city communities in the US have become "junkyards of dreams,” to quote
Mike Davis--wastelands where gangs package narcotics to stimulate the local
economy, gunshots occur multiple times on any given day, and dreams of a better
life can fade into the realities of poverty and disability. Laurence Ralph lived in
such a community in Chicago for three years, conducting interviews and
participating in meetings with members of the local gang which has been central
to the community since the 1950s. Ralph discovered that the experience of injury,
whether physical or social, doesn’t always crush dreams into oblivion; it can
transform them into something productive: renegade dreams. The first part of this
book moves from a critique of the way government officials, as opposed to
grandmothers, have been handling the situation, to a study of the history of the
historic "Divine Knights” gang, to a portrait of a duo of gang members who want to
be recognized as "authentic” rappers (they call their musical style "crack music”)
and the difficulties they face in exiting the gang. The second part is on physical
disability, including being wheelchair bound, the prevalence of HIV/AIDS among
heroin users, and the experience of brutality at the hands of Chicago police
officers. In a final chapter, "The Frame, Or How to Get Out of an Isolated Space,”
Ralph offers a fresh perspective on how to understand urban violence. The upshot
is a total portrait of the interlocking complexities, symbols, and vicissitudes of gang
life in one of the most dangerous inner city neighborhoods in the US. We expect
this study will enjoy considerable readership, among anthropologists, sociologists,
and other scholars interested in disability, urban crime, and race.

When Work Disappears
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Wilson, one of our foremost authorities on race and poverty, challenges decades of
liberal and conservative pieties to look squarely at the devastating effects that
joblessness has had on our urban ghettos. Marshaling a vast array of data and the
personal stories of hundreds of men and women, Wilson persuasively argues that
problems endemic to America's inner cities--from fatherless households to drugs
and violent crime--stem directly from the disappearance of blue-collar jobs in the
wake of a globalized economy. Wilson's achievement is to portray this crisis as one
that affects all Americans, and to propose solutions whose benefits would be felt
across our society. At a time when welfare is ending and our country's racial
dialectic is more strained than ever, When Work Disappears is a sane, courageous,
and desperately important work. "Wilson is the keenest liberal analyst of the most
perplexing of all American problems[This book is] more ambitious and more
accessible than anything he has done before." --The New Yorker From the Trade
Paperback edition.

A World of Ideas

The Chicago Housing Authority s Plan for Transformation repudiated the city s
large-scale housing projects and the paradigm that produced them. The Plan seeks
to normalize public housing and its tenants, eliminating physical, social, and
economic barriers among populations that have long been segregated from one
another. But is the Plan an ambitious example of urban regeneration or a not-so-
veiled effort at gentrification? Is it resulting in integration or displacement? What
kinds of communities are emerging from it? Chaskin and Joseph s book is the most
thorough examination of the Plan to date. Drawing on five years of field research,
in-depth interviews, and data, Chaskin and Joseph examine the actors, strategies,
and processes involved in the Plan. Most important, they illuminate the Plan s
limitations which has implications for urban regeneration strategies nationwide."

Code of the Street: Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of
the Inner City

Across OECD countries, almost one in every five students does not reach a basic
minimum level of skills. This book presents a series of policy recommendations for
education systems to help all children succeed.

Earnings Inequality

Renowned American sociologist William Julius Wilson takes a look at the social
transformation of inner city ghettos, offering a sharp evaluation of the
convergence of race and poverty. Rejecting both conservative and liberal
interpretations of life in the inner city, Wilson offers essential information and a
number of solutions to policymakers. The Truly Disadvantaged is a wide-ranging
examination, looking at the relationship between race, employment, and education
from the 1950s onwards, with surprising and provocative findings. This second
edition also includes a new afterword from Wilson himself that brings the book up
to date and offers fresh insight into its findings. “The Truly Disadvantaged should
spur critical thinking in many quarters about the causes and possible remedies for
inner city poverty. As policymakers grapple with the problems of an enlarged
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underclass they—as well as community leaders and all concerned Americans of all
races—would be advised to examine Mr. Wilson's incisive analysis.”—Robert
Greenstein, New York Times Book Review

Poor Support

This volume examines the urban underclass from theoretical, empirical and policy
perspectives. Focusing strongly on policy, contributors explore such topics as
demographic and industrial transitions, family patterns, sexual behaviour,
immigration and homelessness. A new introduction updates recent work in the field
since publication of the first edition.

Dark Ghettos

"This book documents the decline of white-working class lives over the last half-
century and examines the social and economic forces that have slowly made these
lives more difficult. Case and Deaton argue that market and political power in the
United States have moved away from labor towards capital--as unions have
weakened and politics have become more favorable to business, corporations have
become more powerful. Consolidation in some American industries, healthcare
especially, has brought an increase in monopoly power in some product markets so
that it is possible for firms to raise prices above what they would be in a freely
competitive market. This, the authors argue, is a major cause of wage stagnation
among working-class Americans and has played a substantial role in the increase
in deaths of despair. [The authors] offer a way forward, including ideas that, even
in our current political situation, may be feasible and improve lives"--

I Got Something to Say

The reasons behind Detroit’s persistent racialized poverty after World War II Once
America's "arsenal of democracy," Detroit is now the symbol of the American
urban crisis. In this reappraisal of America’s racial and economic inequalities,
Thomas Sugrue asks why Detroit and other industrial cities have become the sites
of persistent racialized poverty. He challenges the conventional wisdom that urban
decline is the product of the social programs and racial fissures of the 1960s.
Weaving together the history of workplaces, unions, civil rights groups, political
organizations, and real estate agencies, Sugrue finds the roots of today’s urban
poverty in a hidden history of racial violence, discrimination, and
deindustrialization that reshaped the American urban landscape after World War II.
This Princeton Classics edition includes a new preface by Sugrue, discussing the
lasting impact of the postwar transformation on urban America and the chronic
issues leading to Detroit’s bankruptcy.

Labor's Love Lost

Unsparing and important. . . . An informative, clearheaded and sobering
book.—Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post (1999 Critic's Choice) Inner-city black
America is often stereotyped as a place of random violence, but in fact, violence in
the inner city is regulated through an informal but well-known code of the street.
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This unwritten set of rules—based largely on an individual's ability to command
respect—is a powerful and pervasive form of etiquette, governing the way in which
people learn to negotiate public spaces. Elijah Anderson's incisive book delineates
the code and examines it as a response to the lack of jobs that pay a living wage,
to the stigma of race, to rampant drug use, to alienation and lack of hope.

Heat Wave

During the 1980s, addiction to crack cocaine escalated at an alarming rate. As the
demand for crack grew, so did the economic opportunities for entrepreneurial
street dealers, who developed criminal underground networks for the supply and
retail sale of the high-profit substance. While crack cocaine use has since
plateaued and is on the decline, hard-core dealers persist in selling the
increasingly unprofitable drug in a high-risk, competitive street market. Bruce A.
Jacobs bases his study on dangerous field research conducted in one of the most
socially distressed and impoverished neighborhoods in St. Louis. Drawing on no-
holds-barred interviews with active dealers, as well as on his own eyewitness
observations of transactions and encounters with police, Jacobs captures the crack
business as it actually operates on the streets. He examines the underlying
motivations for selling crack, describes the complex and intricate social
organization of dealing, and explores how dealers protect transactions from law
enforcement, undercover police, and criminal predators. Quoting extensively from
his conversations with offenders, he conveys much of the fear and aura
surrounding the process and lifestyle of crack cocaine dealing. This provocative
volume is appropriate for a variety of courses in criminal justice and social
problems and gives general readers an inside look at one of America's most
troubling problems.

Dark Ghetto: Dilemmas of Social Power

On Thursday, July 13, 1995, Chicagoans awoke to a blistering day in which the
temperature would reach 106 degrees. The heat index, which measures how the
temperature actually feels on the body, would hit 126 degrees by the time the day
was over. Meteorologists had been warning residents about a two-day heat wave,
but these temperatures did not end that soon. When the heat wave broke a week
later, city streets had buckled; the records for electrical use were shattered; and
power grids had failed, leaving residents without electricity for up to two days. And
by July 20, over seven hundred people had perished-more than twice the number
that died in the Chicago Fire of 1871, twenty times the number of those struck by
Hurricane Andrew in 1992—in the great Chicago heat wave, one of the deadliest in
American history. Heat waves in the United States kill more people during a typical
year than all other natural disasters combined. Until now, no one could explain
either the overwhelming number or the heartbreaking manner of the deaths
resulting from the 1995 Chicago heat wave. Meteorologists and medical scientists
have been unable to account for the scale of the trauma, and political officials have
puzzled over the sources of the city's vulnerability. In Heat Wave, Eric Klinenberg
takes us inside the anatomy of the metropolis to conduct what he calls a "social
autopsy," examining the social, political, and institutional organs of the city that
made this urban disaster so much worse than it ought to have been. Starting with
the question of why so many people died at home alone, Klinenberg investigates
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why some neighborhoods experienced greater mortality than others, how the city
government responded to the crisis, and how journalists, scientists, and public
officials reported on and explained these events. Through a combination of years
of fieldwork, extensive interviews, and archival research, Klinenberg uncovers how
a number of surprising and unsettling forms of social breakdown—including the
literal and social isolation of seniors, the institutional abandonment of poor
neighborhoods, and the retrenchment of public assistance programs—contributed
to the high fatality rates. The human catastrophe, he argues, cannot simply be
blamed on the failures of any particular individuals or organizations. For when
hundreds of people die behind locked doors and sealed windows, out of contact
with friends, family, community groups, and public agencies, everyone is
implicated in their demise. As Klinenberg demonstrates in this incisive and gripping
account of the contemporary urban condition, the widening cracks in the social
foundations of American cities that the 1995 Chicago heat wave made visible have
by no means subsided as the temperatures returned to normal. The forces that
affected Chicago so disastrously remain in play in America's cities, and we ignore
them at our peril. For the Second Edition Klinenberg has added a new Preface
showing how climate change has made extreme weather events in urban centers a
major challenge for cities and nations across our planet, one that will require
commitment to climate-proofing changes to infrastructure rather than just relief
responses.

Power, Racism, and Privilege

What do millennial rappers in the United States say in their music? This timely and
compelling book answers this question by decoding the lyrics of over 700 songs
from contemporary rap artists. Using innovative research techniques, Matthew
Oware reveals how emcees perpetuate and challenge gendered and racialized
constructions of masculinity, femininity, and sexuality. Male and female artists
litter their rhymes with misogynistic and violent imagery. However, men also
express a full range of emotions, from arrogance to vulnerability, conveying a
more complex manhood than previously acknowledged. Women emphatically state
their desires while embracing a more feminist approach. Even LGBTQ artists stake
their claim and express their sexuality without fear. Finally, in the age of Black
Lives Matter and the presidency of Donald J. Trump, emcees forcefully politicize
their music. Although complicated and contradictory in many ways, rap remains a
powerful medium for social commentary.

The Truly Disadvantaged

"This highly topical book aims to undermine unsubstantiated myths by examining
Muslim integration in Germany, France, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom,
states which dominate the debate on minority integration and the practice of
Muslim religious traditions. These nations have a range of alternative relationships
between religion and the state, as well as strategies for coordinating individuals'
ethnic and state identities. Using the European Parliament's benchmarking
guidelines, surveys and other non-official data, the authors find that in some areas
Muslims are in fact more integrated than popularly assumed and suggest that,
instead of failing to integrate, Muslims find their access to integration blocked in
ways that reduce their life chances in the societies in which they are now
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permanent residents. The book will have an impact on research and policy
especially with the commencement of the EU-wide integration benchmarking effort
and will be an excellent resource for researchers, academics and policy
makers."--Publisher's website.

Sweating the Small Stuff

The Origins of the Urban Crisis

Do ominous reports of an emerging "underclass" reveal an unprecedented crisis in
American society? Or are social commentators simply rediscovering the tragedy of
recurring urban poverty, as they seem to do every few decades? Although social
scientists and members of the public make frequent assumptions about these
questions, they have little information about the crucial differences between past
and present. By providing a badly needed historical context, these essays reframe
today's "underclass" debate. Realizing that labels of "social pathology" echo
fruitless distinctions between the "deserving" and "undeserving" poor, the
contributors focus not on individual and family behavior but on a complex set of
processes that have been at work over a long period, degrading the inner cities
and, inevitably, the nation as a whole. How do individuals among the urban poor
manage to survive? How have they created a dissident "infrapolitics?" How have
social relations within the urban ghettos changed? What has been the effect of
industrial restructuring on poverty? Besides exploring these questions, the
contributors discuss the influence of African traditions on the family patterns of
African Americans, the origins of institutions that serve the urban poor, the reasons
for the crisis in urban education, the achievements and limits of the War on
Poverty, and the role of income transfers, earnings, and the contributions of family
members in overcoming poverty. The message of the essays is clear: Americans
will flourish or fail together.

America Unequal

Explores the contradictions between the American ideal of equality and the
realities of public policy.

Integrating the Inner City

While much has been written on post-apartheid social movements in South Africa,
most discussion centers on ideal forms of movements, disregarding the reality and
agency of the activists themselves. In Living Politics, Kerry Ryan Chance radically
flips the conversation by focusing on the actual language and humanity of post-
apartheid activists rather than the external, idealistic commentary of old. Tracking
everyday practices and interactions between poor residents and state agents in
South Africa’s shack settlements, Chance investigates the rise of nationwide
protests since the late 1990s. Based on ethnography in Durban, Cape Town, and
Johannesburg, the book analyzes the criminalization of popular forms of politics
that were foundational to South Africa’s celebrated democratic transition. Chance
argues that we can best grasp the increasingly murky line between “the criminal”
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and “the political” with a “politics of living” that casts slum and state in opposition
to one another. Living Politics shows us how legitimate domains of politics are
redefined, how state sovereignty is forcibly enacted, and how the production of
new citizen identities crystallize at the intersections of race, gender, and class.

Black Picket Fences, Second Edition

Two generations ago, young men and women with only a high-school degree would
have entered the plentiful industrial occupations which then sustained the middle-
class ideal of a male-breadwinner family. Such jobs have all but vanished over the
past forty years, and in their absence ever-growing numbers of young adults now
hold precarious, low-paid jobs with few fringe benefits. Facing such insecure
economic prospects, less-educated young adults are increasingly forgoing
marriage and are having children within unstable cohabiting relationships. This has
created a large marriage gap between them and their more affluent, college-
educated peers. In Labor’s Love Lost, noted sociologist Andrew Cherlin offers a
new historical assessment of the rise and fall of working-class families in America,
demonstrating how momentous social and economic transformations have
contributed to the collapse of this once-stable social class and what this seismic
cultural shift means for the nation’s future. Drawing from more than a hundred
years of census data, Cherlin documents how today’s marriage gap mirrors that of
the Gilded Age of the late-nineteenth century, a time of high inequality much like
our own. Cherlin demonstrates that the widespread prosperity of working-class
families in the mid-twentieth century, when both income inequality and the
marriage gap were low, is the true outlier in the history of the American family. In
fact, changes in the economy, culture, and family formation in recent decades
have been so great that Cherlin suggests that the working-class family pattern has
largely disappeared. Labor's Love Lost shows that the primary problem of the fall
of the working-class family from its mid-twentieth century peak is not that the
male-breadwinner family has declined, but that nothing stable has replaced it. The
breakdown of a stable family structure has serious consequences for low-income
families, particularly for children, many of whom underperform in school, thereby
reducing their future employment prospects and perpetuating an intergenerational
cycle of economic disadvantage. To address this disparity, Cherlin recommends
policies to foster educational opportunities for children and adolescents from
disadvantaged families. He also stresses the need for labor market interventions,
such as subsidizing low wages through tax credits and raising the minimum wage.
Labor's Love Lost provides a compelling analysis of the historical dynamics and
ramifications of the growing number of young adults disconnected from steady,
decent-paying jobs and from marriage. Cherlin’s investigation of today’s “would-be
working class” shines a much-needed spotlight on the struggling middle of our
society in today’s new Gilded Age.

The Ghetto Underclass

Three common assumptions of both liberal theory and political debate are the
autonomy of the family, the principle of merit, and equality of life chances. Fishkin
argues that even under the best conditions, commitment to any two of these
principles precludes the third.
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Deserving and Entitled

Despite the rapid creation of jobs in the greater Atlanta region, poverty in the city
itself remains surprisingly high, and Atlanta's economic boom has yet to play a
significant role in narrowing the gap between the suburban rich and the city poor.
This book investigates the key factors underlying this paradox. The authors show
that the legacy of past residential segregation as well as the more recent
phenomenon of urban sprawl both work against inner city blacks. Many remain
concentrated near traditional black neighborhoods south of the city center and
face prohibitive commuting distances now that jobs have migrated to outlying
northern suburbs. The book also presents some promising signs. Few whites still
hold overt negative stereotypes of blacks, and both whites and blacks would prefer
to live in more integrated neighborhoods. The emergence of a dynamic, black
middle class and the success of many black-owned businesses in the area also give
the authors reason to hope that racial inequality will not remain entrenched in a
city where so much else has changed. A Volume in the Multi-City Study of Urban
Inequality

Benchmarking Muslim Well-being in Europe

The author analyzes the change in male earnings inequality since the mid-1970s to
see how much is attributable to changes in labor market opportunities

American Apartheid

Equity and Quality in Education Supporting Disadvantaged
Students and Schools

To demonstrate the powerfully enduring effect of place, this text reviews a decade
of research in Chicago, to demonstrate how neighborhoods influence social
phenomena, including crime, health, civic engagement & altruism.

Big House on the Prairie

Many believe that the urban underclass in America is a large, rapidly increasing
proportion of the population; that crime, teenage pregnancy, and high school
dropout rates are escalating; and that welfare rolls are exploding. Yet none of
these perceptions is accurate. Here, noted authorities, including William J. Wilson,
attempt to separate the truth about poverty, social dislocation, and changes in
American family life from the myths that have become part of contemporary
folklore.

Stuck in Place

Why do American ghettos persist? Scholars and commentators often identify some
factor—such as single motherhood, joblessness, or violent street crime—as the key
to solving the problem and recommend policies accordingly. But, Tommie Shelby
argues, these attempts to “fix” ghettos or “help” their poor inhabitants ignore
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fundamental questions of justice and fail to see the urban poor as moral agents
responding to injustice. “Provocative[Shelby] doesn’t lay out a jobs program or a
housing initiative. Indeed, as he freely admits, he offers ‘no new political strategies
or policy proposals.’ What he aims to do instead is both more abstract and more
radical: to challenge the assumption, common to liberals and conservatives alike,
that ghettos are ‘problems’ best addressed with narrowly targeted government
programs or civic interventions. For Shelby, ghettos are something more troubling
and less tractable: symptoms of the ‘systemic injustice’ of the United States. They
represent not aberrant dysfunction but the natural workings of a deeply unfair
scheme. The only real solution, in this way of thinking, is the ‘fundamental reform
of the basic structure of our society.’” —James Ryerson, New York Times Book
Review

The Urban Underclass

Now more than ever, we need to understand the social, political, and economic
shifts that have driven the United States to triple its prison construction in just over
three decades. John Eason goes a very considerable distance here in fulfilling this
need, not by detailing the aftereffects of building huge numbers of prisons, but by
vividly showing the process by which a community seeks to get a prison built in
their area. What prompted him to embark on this inquiry was the insistent question
of why the rapid expansion of prisons in America, why now, and why so many. He
quickly learned that the prison boom is best understood from the perspective of
the rural, southern towns where they tend to be placed (North Carolina has twice
as many prisons as New Jersey, though both states have the same number of
prisoners). And so he sets up shop, as it were, in Forrest City, Arkansas, where he
moved with his family to begin the splendid fieldwork that led to this book. A major
part of his story deals with the emergence of the rural ghetto, abetted by white
flight, de-industrialization, the emergence of public housing, and higher
proportions of blacks and Latinos. How did Forrest City become a site for its prison?
Eason takes us behind the decision-making scenes, tracking the impact of stigma
(a prison in my backyard-not a likely desideratum), economic development,
poverty, and race, while showing power-sharing among opposed groups of elite
whites vs. black race leaders. Eason situates the prison within the dynamic shifts
rural economies are undergoing, and shows how racially diverse communities can
achieve the siting and building of prisons in their rural ghetto. The result is a full
understanding of the ways in which a prison economy takes shape and operates."

The Declining Significance of Race

Renowned American sociologist William Julius Wilson takes a look at the social
transformation of inner city ghettos, offering a sharp evaluation of the
convergence of race and poverty. Rejecting both conservative and liberal
interpretations of life in the inner city, Wilson offers essential information and a
number of solutions to policymakers. The Truly Disadvantaged is a wide-ranging
examination, looking at the relationship between race, employment, and education
from the 1950s onwards, with surprising and provocative findings. This second
edition also includes a new afterword from Wilson himself that brings the book up
to date and offers fresh insight into its findings. “The Truly Disadvantaged should
spur critical thinking in many quarters about the causes and possible remedies for
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inner city poverty. As policymakers grapple with the problems of an enlarged
underclass they—as well as community leaders and all concerned Americans of all
races—would be advised to examine Mr. Wilson's incisive analysis.”—Robert
Greenstein, New York Times Book Review

Great American City

In the 1960s, many believed that the civil rights movement’s successes would
foster a new era of racial equality in America. Four decades later, the degree of
racial inequality has barely changed. To understand what went wrong, Patrick
Sharkey argues that we have to understand what has happened to African
American communities over the last several decades. In Stuck in Place, Sharkey
describes how political decisions and social policies have led to severe
disinvestment from black neighborhoods, persistent segregation, declining
economic opportunities, and a growing link between African American communities
and the criminal justice system. As a result, neighborhood inequality that existed in
the 1970s has been passed down to the current generation of African Americans.
Some of the most persistent forms of racial inequality, such as gaps in income and
test scores, can only be explained by considering the neighborhoods in which black
and white families have lived over multiple generations. This multigenerational
nature of neighborhood inequality also means that a new kind of urban policy is
necessary for our nation’s cities. Sharkey argues for urban policies that have the
potential to create transformative and sustained changes in urban communities
and the families that live within them, and he outlines a durable urban policy
agenda to move in that direction.

More than Just Race: Being Black and Poor in the Inner City
(Issues of Our Time)

The authors challenge the view that restraining government social spending and
cutting welfare should be our top domestic priorities. Instead, they propose policies
that would reduce poverty by supplementing the earnings of low-wage workers
and increasing the employment prospects of the jobless.

Justice, Equal Opportunity, and the Family

William Julius Wilson, a sociology professor at Harvard University, has written
timely book analyzing inner-city, African-American poverty. He also offers his own
solutions for eliminating poverty.

Deaths of Despair and the Future of Capitalism

This powerful and disturbing book clearly links persistent poverty among blacks in
the United States to the unparalleled degree of deliberate segregation they
experience in American cities. American Apartheid shows how the black ghetto was
created by whites during the first half of the twentieth century in order to isolate
growing urban black populations. It goes on to show that, despite the Fair Housing
Act of 1968, segregation is perpetuated today through an interlocking set of
individual actions, institutional practices, and governmental policies. In some urban
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areas the degree of black segregation is so intense and occurs in so many
dimensions simultaneously that it amounts to “hypersegregation.” Douglas Massey
and Nancy Denton demonstrate that this systematic segregation of African
Americans leads inexorably to the creation of underclass communities during
periods of economic downturn. Under conditions of extreme segregation, any
increase in the overall rate of black poverty yields a marked increase in the
geographic concentration of indigence and the deterioration of social and
economic conditions in black communities. As ghetto residents adapt to this
increasingly harsh environment under a climate of racial isolation, they evolve
attitudes, behaviors, and practices that further marginalize their neighborhoods
and undermine their chances of success in mainstream American society. This
book is a sober challenge to those who argue that race is of declining significance
in the United States today.
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