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The Green Man
The definitive collection of essays and reportage written during the past thirty years from one of most provocative and
widely read writers--with new commentary by the author. For more than thirty years, Martin Amis has turned his keen
intellect and unrivaled prose loose on an astonishing range of topics--politics, sports, celebrity, America, and, of course,
literature. Now, at last, these incomparable essays have been gathered together. Here is Amis at the 2011 GOP Iowa
Caucus, where, squeezed between "windbreakers and woolly hats," he pores over The Ron Paul Family Cookbook and
laments the absence of "our Banquo," Herman Cain. He writes about finally confronting the effects of aging on his athletic
prowess. He revisits, time and time again, the worlds of Bellow and Nabokov, his "twin peaks," masters who have obsessed
and inspired him. Brilliant, incisive, and savagely funny, The Rub of Time is a vital addition to any Amis fan's bookshelf, and
the perfect primer for readers discovering his fierce and tremendous talents for the first time.

Collected Poems
When Alun and Rhiannon Weaver return home to Wales after living in London for thirty years, their celebrity status and past
connections begin to stir up trouble

The Alteration
Experience
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In Kingsley Amis’s virtuoso foray into virtual history it is 1976 but the modern world is a medieval relic, frozen in intellectual
and spiritual time ever since Martin Luther was promoted to pope back in the sixteenth century. Stephen the Third, the king
of England, has just died, and Mass (Mozart’s second requiem) is about to be sung to lay him to rest. In the choir is our
hero, Hubert Anvil, an extremely ordinary ten-year-old boy with a faultless voice. In the audience is a select group of
experts whose job is to determine whether that faultless voice should be preserved by performing a certain operation. Art,
after all, is worth any sacrifice. How Hubert realizes what lies in store for him and how he deals with the whirlpool of piety,
menace, terror, and passion that he soon finds himself in are the subject of a classic piece of counterfactual fiction equal to
Philip K. Dick’s The Man in the High Castle. The Alteration won the John W. Campbell Memorial Award for best science-fiction
novel in 1976.

The Rub of Time
Maurice Allington has reached middle age and is haunted by death. As he says, “I honestly can't see why everybody who
isn't a child, everybody who's theoretically old enough to have understood what death means, doesn't spend all his time
thinking about it. It's a pretty arresting thought.” He also happens to own and run a country inn that is haunted. The Green
Man opens as Maurice's father drops dead (had he seen something in the room?) and continues as friends and family
convene for the funeral. Maurice's problems are many and increasing: How to deal with his own declining health? How to
reach out to a teenage daughter who watches TV all the time? How to get his best friend's wife in the sack? How to find
another drink? (And another.) And then there is always death. The Green Man is a ghost story that hits a live nerve, a very
black comedy with an uncannily happy ending: in other words, Kingsley Amis at his best.

Lucky Him
The quickest way to get rich is to marry someone rich, but how do you do this if you aren't yet rich? TV chat-show host
Ronnie Appleyard is preoccupied with this question as he pursues wealthy heiress Simona Quick over two continents in the
company of braying aristocrats, Greek shipping magnates, American dandies and the dreaded mother-in-law to be. But as
he comes closer to his prize other questions present themselves. Is the androgenous Simona really worth it? Why doesn't
she like sex? Is it possible to drink all day? With his unerring eye for absurdity and class satire Kingsley Amis shows us what
happens when money meets naked ambition.

We Are All Guilty
"He should have seen it coming. His life had been one mishap after another. So he should have been prepared for this one"
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Julian Treslove, a professionally unspectacular and disappointed BBC worker, and Sam Finkler, a popular Jewish philosopher,
writer and television personality, are old school friends. Despite a prickly relationship and very different lives, they've never
quite lost touch with each other - or with their former teacher, Libor Sevick, a Czechoslovakian always more concerned with
the wider world than with exam results. Now, both Libor and Finkler are recently widowed, and with Treslove, his chequered
and unsuccessful record with women rendering him an honorary third widower, they dine at Libor's grand, central London
apartment. It's a sweetly painful evening of reminiscence in which all three remove themselves to a time before they had
loved and lost; a time before they had fathered children, before the devastation of separations, before they had prized
anything greatly enough to fear the loss of it. Better, perhaps, to go through life without knowing happiness at all because
that way you had less to mourn? Treslove finds he has tears enough for the unbearable sadness of both his friends' losses.
And it's that very evening, at exactly 11:30pm, as Treslove hesitates a moment outside the window of the oldest violin
dealer in the country as he walks home, that he is attacked. After this, his whole sense of who and what he is will slowly and
ineluctably change. The Finkler Question is a scorching story of exclusion and belonging, justice and love, ageing, wisdom
and humanity. Funny, furious, unflinching, this extraordinary novel shows one of our finest writers at his brilliant best.

The Riverside Villas Murder
Bundeling van essays en recensies over uiteenlopende onderwerpen, met name poëzie en woordenboeken.

The Dunwich Horror
In 1954, Kingsley Amis grabbed the attention of the literary world as one of the Angry Young Men with his first novel Lucky
Jim. He maintained a public image of blistering intelligence, savage wit, and belligerent fierceness of opinion until his death
in 1995. In his letters, he confirms the legendary aspects of his reputation, and much more. This collection contains more
than eight hundred letters that divulge the secrets of the artist and the man, with an honesty and immediacy rare in any
biography or memoir. Amis, so assured in his pronouncements on fellow writers, grapples privately with fears, self-doubts,
ambitions, and personal disasters. He is wildly funny, indulging in mordant gossip and astonishing frankness with his
intimate friends and lovers. Some letters are dashed off with signature frustration; others are written with painstaking and
painful circumspection. They make vivid the triumphs and tumult of his life and his times, from post-war Britain through the
Thatcher era, as well as his attractions to women, jazz, drink, and the comic possibilities of the English language. As an
intellectual pugilist who took no prisoners, Kingsley Amis had few peers. These letters, at times scandalous, at times tragic,
reinforce his historical relevance and literary stature.

The God of Small Things
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A mummy is stolen from a small town museum along with some Roman coins and a soaking wet man collapses in fourteen
year old Peter Furneaux's living room bleeding from the head. What was a suspected student prank is followed by murder.
At first it is impossible to see the connection, but the eccentric Colonel Manton does. With Peter's help the Colonel unravels
a mystery that strikes fear into the heart of a genteel suburban neighbourhood and gives Peter rather more excitement
than he bargained for at the tennis club social. This meticulously paced thriller shows Amis at his most subtle and daring.

Ending Up
I Want It Now
"Kingsley Amis's poetry tackles all the grimly humorous subjects he tackled in his novels lust, lost love, booze, money and
the lack of it, old age, death and does so with immense formal poise. A master of both traditional and unconventional
meters with a perfect ear for parody, Amis wrote satires, epigrams, and rueful songs of love and loss that are remarkable
not only for their virtuosity and humor but for their scabrous realism. It all adds up to a small, entirely individual, and
memorably bracing body of work. Amis writes: "Beauty, they tell me, is a dangerous thing, Whose touch will burn, but I'm
asbestos, see?" We know he is anything but"--

The Biographer's Moustache
In Kingsley Amis's Difficulties With Girls, Jenny Bunn and Patrick Standish have settled into London life with their troubled
courtship long behind them. Patrick works in publishing and Jenny teaches sick children in a hospital. They have reached a
certain level of maturity, or so they think. It is not long before they realize their respectability will be severely tested by
seductive neighbours with a taste for whisky, the sexually confused Ted Valentine, and the literary set of Hampstead. In this
funny and provocative study of a young couple growing up, Amis shows us that the difficulty with marriage is that it's so
hard to preserve, especially when Patrick and Jenny harbour deep yearnings for a different kind of life. Kingsley Amis's
(1922-95) works take a humorous yet highly critical look at British society, especially in the period following the end of
World War II. Born in London, Amis explored his disillusionment in novels such as That Uncertain Feeling (1955). His other
works include The Green Man (1970), Stanley and the Women (1984), and The Old Devils (1986), which won the Booker
Prize. Amis also wrote poetry, criticism, and short stories.

The Old Devils
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The Letters of Kingsley Amis
Patrick Hamilton may be best known now for the plays Rope and Gaslight and for the classic Alfred Hitchcock and George
Cukor movies they inspired, but in his heyday he was no less famous for his brooding tales of London life. Featuring a
Dickensian cast of pubcrawlers, prostitutes, lowlifes, and just plain losers who are looking for love—or just an ear to
bend—Hamilton’s novels are a triumph of deft characterization, offbeat humor, unlikely compassion, and raw suspense. In
recent years, Hamilton has undergone a remarkable revival, with his champions including Doris Lessing, David Lodge, Nick
Hornby, and Sarah Waters. Twenty Thousand Streets Under the Sky is a tale of obsession and betrayal that centers on a
seedy pub in a run-down part of London. Bob the waiter skimps and saves and fantasizes about writing a novel, until he falls
for the pretty prostitute Jenny and blows it all. Kindly Ella, Bob’s co-worker, adores Bob, but is condemned to enjoy nothing
more than the attentions of the insufferable Mr. Eccles; Jenny, out on the street, is out of love, hope, and money. We watch
with pity and horror as these three vulnerable and yet compellingly ordinary people meet and play out bitter comedies of
longing and frustration.

The Life of Kingsley Amis
Collects three previously published works by Kingsley Amis on drinking, including humorous drinking anecdotes, cocktail
recipes, and quizzes.

Seeing Things in Black and White
Kingsley Amis's most ambitious reckoning with his central theme—the degradation of modern life—Take a Girl Like You also
introduces one of the rare unqualified good guys in Amis's rogue-ridden world: Jenny Bunn, a girl from the North English
country has come south to teach school in a small smug town where she hopes to find love and fortune. Jenny is
independent, likable, optimistic, openhearted, intelligent, and exceedingly good-looking, but the men who flock around her
are all too willing to overlook her virtues in the hopes of getting her in the sack. But then Jenny, though no prude, is set on
remaining a virgin until marriage. Jenny's fundamental, unshakeable decency and her determination to live life on her own
terms—though she is surrounded with a host of brilliantly rendered schemers and fools, male and female, but chiefly
male—are in the forefront of Amis's novel.

Difficulties With Girls
Ending Up is a grimly hilarious dance of death, full of bickering, bitching, backstabbing, drinking (of course), and idiocy of all
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sorts. It is a book about dying people and about a dying England, clinging to its memories of greatness as it succumbs to
terminal decay. Everyone wants a comfortable place to die, and Kingsley Amis’s characters have found it in Tuppenyhappeny Cottage, where assorted septuagenarians have come together to see one another out the door of life. There’s
grotesque Adela, whose sole passion is her cheapness; her brother Brigadier Bernard Bastable, always strategizing a new
retreat to the bathroom before sallying forth to play some especially nasty practical joke; Shorty, the servant, who years
ago had a fling with the brigadier in the barracks and now organizes his day around a trail of hidden bottles; George Zeyer,
the distinguished professor of history, bedridden and helpless to articulate his still-coherent thoughts; and Marigold, who
slowly but surely is forgetting it all. And now it is Christmas. Children and grandchildren are coming to visit their ailing
elders. They don’t know what lies in store before the story ends. None of us do.

The Old Devils
The Alteration
The Amis Collection
Gordon Scott-Thompson has been commissioned to write the biography of veteran novelist Jimmie Fane, a task which is
fraught with unforeseen difficulties. Just one of those is Gordon's moustache, which is a pet hate of Jimmie's.

One Fat Englishman
Kingsley Amis always claimed that his fiction was not based on his life, and he worked hard and quite successfully at
obscuring the autobiographical threads that run through his novels. But they exist, and Richard Bradford traces the
channels between Amis's experiences, his states of mind, and his fictionalized versions of both. Bradford's biography shows
that it is impossible to offer a comprehensive picture of Amis the man as husband, philanderer, friend, father, jester, son,
boozer, agnostic, pseudo-socialist, and club-land Tory without also considering how each dimension of his life tested and
extended his literary skills. Sometimes he remodeled the present, particularly during the 1950s when his books reflected his
double life as family man and prolific libertine. He revisited the past in novels such as The Riverside Villas Murder, a
detective story that tells us much about his early relationship with his father. Less frequently he took revenge, notably with
his cruel parody of his second wife Elizabeth Jane Howard in Stanley and the Women. Readers of Amis's books often feel as
if they have had a personal encounter with a shadowy presence behind the words, and Bradford's biography embodies this
Page 6/12

Bookmark File PDF The Old Devils Kingsley Amis
shadow.

Girl, 20
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in 1969, from the author of The
Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to the
works of Faulkner and Dickens, Arundhati Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story,
and piercing political drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken irrevocably by the arrival of
their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to an illicit liaison and tragedies accidental and intentional,
exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid” in a country drifting dangerously toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The
God of Small Things is an award-winning landmark that started for its author an esteemed career of fiction and political
commentary that continues unabated.

Collected Short Stories
A hilarious satire about college life and high class manners, this is a classic of postwar English literature. Regarded by many
as the finest, and funniest, comic novel of the twentieth century, Lucky Jim remains as trenchant, withering, and eloquently
misanthropic as when it first scandalized readers in 1954. This is the story of Jim Dixon, a hapless lecturer in medieval
history at a provincial university who knows better than most that “there was no end to the ways in which nice things are
nicer than nasty ones.” Amis’s scabrous debut leads the reader through a gallery of emphatically English bores, cranks,
frauds, and neurotics, with each of whom Dixon must contend in one way or another in order to hold on to his cushy
academic perch and win the girl of his fancy. More than just a merciless satire of cloistered college life and stuffy post-war
manners, Lucky Jim is an attack on the forces of boredom, whatever form they may take, and a work of art that at once
distills and extends an entire tradition of English comic writing, from Fielding and Dickens through Wodehouse and Waugh.
As Christopher Hitchens has written, “if you can picture Bertie or Jeeves being capable of actual malice, and simultaneously
imagine Evelyn Waugh forgetting about original sin, you have the combination of innocence and experience that makes this
short romp so imperishable.”

Twenty Thousand Streets Under the Sky
A Parthian shot from one of the most important figures in post-war British fiction, The King's English is the late Kingsley
Amis's last word on the state of the language. More frolicsome than Fowler's Modern Usage, lighter than the Oxford English
Dictionary, and brimming with the strong opinions and razor-sharp wit that made Amis so popular--and so
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controversial--The King's English is a must for fans and language purists.

The Finkler Question
An incisive dissection of the flower-power phase of the 1960's. A conductor and composer who bears more than a passing
resemblance to Leonard Bernstein is a pillar of the establishment who has fallen hard for protest, bellbottoms, and the
electric guitar.

Lucky Jim
The hero of One Fat Englishman, a literary publisher and lapsed Catholic escaped from the pages of Graham Greene to the
campus of Budweiser College in provincial Pennsylvania, is philandering, drunken, bigoted, and very very fat, not to
mention in a state of continuous spluttering rage against everything, not least his own overgrown self. In America, Roger
Micheldene must deal with not so obliging suburban housewives, aspiring Jewish novelists who as good as clean his clock,
stray deer, bad cigars, children who beat him at Scrabble (“It was no wonder that people were horrible when they started
life as children”), and America itself, while making ever-more desperate and humiliating overtures to Helen, a Scandinavian
ice queen. If only Roger would dare to show some real feeling of his own. This comic masterpiece—about the 1950s
crashing drunkenly into the consumerist 1960s and a final scion of a disintegrating Old World empire encountering its
upstart New World offspring—is one of Kingsley Amis’s greatest and most caustic performances.

That Uncertain Feeling
Age has done everything except mellow the characters in Kingsley Amis’s The Old Devils, which turns its humane and ironic
gaze on a group of Welsh married couples who have been spending their golden years—when “all of a sudden the evening
starts starting after breakfast”—nattering, complaining, reminiscing, and, above all, drinking. This more or less orderly
social world is thrown off-kilter, however, when two old friends unexpectedly return from England: Alun Weaver, now a
celebrated man of Welsh letters, and his entrancing wife, Rhiannon. Long-dormant rivalries and romances are rudely
awakened, as life at the Bible and Crown, the local pub, is changed irrevocably. Considered by Martin Amis to be Kingsley
Amis’s greatest achievement—a book that “stands comparison with any English novel of the [twentieth] century”—The Old
Devils confronts the attrition of ageing with rare candor, sympathy, and moral intelligence.

The King's English
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Robin Davies knows how to look after number one. Raised in a bland suburb of South London in the 1930s, Robin longs for
the freedom to do what he wants. When he escapes to study in Oxford, he meets Nancy Bennett, a young woman even less
worldly than himself. As Robin stumbles through his rites of passage to adulthood, involving rebellion, self-discovery, sex,
war, seduction and the threat of commitment, we come to realise just how far he will go to have his cake and eat it.

You Can't Do Both
Originally published: Great Britain: Jonathan Cape, 1976.

The Anti-Death League
Take a Girl Like You
Martin Amis is one of the most gifted and innovative writers of our time. With Experience, he discloses a private life every
bit as unique and fascinating as his bestselling novels. The son of the great comic novelist Kingsley Amis, Martin Amis
explores his relationship with this father and writes about the various crises of Kingsley's life. He also examines the life and
legacy of his cousin, Lucy Partington, who was abducted and murdered by one of Britain’s most notorious serial killers.
Experience also deconstructs the changing literary scene, including Amis' portraits of Saul Bellow, Salman Rushdie, Allan
Bloom, Philip Larkin, and Robert Graves, among others. Not since Nabokov's Speak, Memory has such an implausible life
been recorded by such an inimitable talent. Profound, witty, and ruthlessly honest, Experience is a literary event.

The Folks That Live on the Hill
Perception is reality in this semi coming to afar piece about a young black man, living in a world of racial and economic
inequities. Inspired in part by Gil Scott Heron’s track “B Movie”, the story takes readers on a journey beginning in the mid
90’s into the present day, chronicling many of the real issues faced by young black men, and the role of their white
counterparts. Follow our protagonist as he views the world, “in black and white.”

The Old Devils
Malcolm, Peter and Charlie and their Soave-sodden wives have one main ambition left in life: to drink Wales dry. But their
routine is both shaken and stirred when they are joined by professional Welshman Alun Weaver (CBE) and his wife,
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Rhiannon.

The Russian Girl
Here is the authorized, definitive biography of one of the most controversial figures of twentieth-century literature,
renowned for his blistering intelligence, savage wit and belligerent fierceness of opinion: Kingsley Amis was not only the
finest comic novelist of his generation–having first achieved prominence with the publication of Lucky Jim in 1954 and as
one of the Angry Young Men–but also a dominant figure in post—World War II British writing as novelist, poet, critic and
polemicist. In The Life of Kingsley Amis, Zachary Leader, acclaimed editor of The Letters of Kingsley Amis, draws not only on
unpublished works and correspondence but also on interviews with a wide range of Amis’s friends, relatives, fellow writers,
students and colleagues, many of whom have never spoken out before. The result is a compulsively readable account of
Amis’s childhood, school days and life as a student at Oxford, teacher, critic, political and cultural commentator,
professional author, husband, father and lover. Even as he makes the case for Amis’s cultural centrality–at his death Time
magazine claimed that “the British decades between 1955 and 1995 should in fairness be called ‘the Amis era’”–Leader
explores the writer’s phobias, self-doubts and ambitions; the controversies in which he was embroiled; and the role that
drink played in a life bedeviled by erotic entanglements, domestic turbulence and personal disaster. Dazzling for its
thoroughness, psychological acuity and elegant style, The Life of Kingsley Amis is exemplary: literary biography at its very
best. From the Hardcover edition.

Girl, 20
Award-winning writer Kingsley Amis's newest novel is a dazzling romp through a territory he has made triumphantly his
own--the battle of the sexes and the conflicting claims of love and integrity. Art, literature, political correctness, and the
gender war all come under Amis's seasoned scalpel in this corrosively funny academic satire.

Catland: The Soft Power of Cat Culture in Japan
Harry Caldecote is the most charming man you'll ever meet, a convivial academic who devotes his life to others. He is on
call when his alcoholic niece falls into strange hands, when his brother threatens to emulate Wordsworth, when his son's
lesbian lodger is beaten up by her girlfriend. He endures misplaced seductions, swindles and aggressive dogs just to keep
the peace at the King's pub in Shepherd's Hill. But when the Adams' Institute of Cultural and Commercial History in America
offers him the opportunity to do 'whatever he wanted to do' in a picturesque lakeside town, he faces a choice between
freedom or responsibility - and whether to take charge of his own life. 'Sharply funny, bluntly genial.' Sunday Times 'Like
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Waugh he is a consummate writer of sentences, a mordant practitioner of perfected English prose . . . Amis's gift for
outrage is as alert as ever' Independent

One Fat Englishman
In H.P. Lovecraft's, "The Dunwich Horror", we are told the story of Wilbur Whateley, the son of a deformed albino mother
and an unknown father (alluded to in passing by the mad Old Whateley as "Yog-Sothoth"), and the strange events
surrounding his birth and precocious development. Wilbur matures at an abnormal rate, reaching manhood within a decade.
All the while, his sorcerer grandfather indoctrinates him into certain dark rituals and the study of witchcraft.

Everyday Drinking
An irresistible and colorful celebration of Japan’s thriving cat culture. In Japan, cats rule. And the country’s feline love affair
is now a worldwide phenomenon. From cat cafés and Hello Kitty to the familiar sight of a maneki neko (“beckoning cat”)
waving its paw from a shop window, cat lovers all over the world are more immersed in Japan’s cat culture than they may
realize. With charming storytelling, Catland will introduce you to cats practicing to become monks, a designer who makes
cat costumes inspired by the fashions of 18th-century France, and skilled craftsmen who build pieces of fine furniture
precisely scaled down to suit feline customers. Packed with photographs, works of art, pop culture and folklore, Catland is
the perfect gift for the cat lover in your life.

A Kingsley Amis Omnibus
With a new introdution by Howard Jacobson 'Not only a very funny book, it also hits dozens of nails smartly on the head'
Observer Douglas Yandell, a young-ish music critic, is enlisted by Kitty Vandervane to keep an eye on her roving husband the eminent conductor and would-be radical Sir Roy - as he embarks on yet another affair. Roy, meanwhile, wants Douglas
as an alibi for his growing involvement with Sylvia, an unsuitably young woman who loves nothing more than to shock and
provoke. Life soon becomes extremely complicated as Douglas finds himself caught up in a frantic, farcical tangle of
relationships, rivalry and scandal. Girl, 20 is a merciless send-up of 1970s London's permissive society from a master of
uproarious comedy. 'Kingsley Amis has a wicked ear and a stiletto pen for pseuds' The Times
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