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The Land of Ulro
Native Realm
To Begin Where I Am
Interrelated essays by the Nobel Laureate on his
adopted home of California, which Lewis Hyde, writing
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in The Nation, called "remarkable, morally serious and
thought-provoking essays, which strive to lay aside
the barren categories by which we have understood
and judged our state . . . Their subject is the frailty of
modern civilization."

The Seizure of Power
Combining historical accuracy and poetic landscape,
Milosz celebrates the joys of childhood and ultimate
maturity of Thomas, a Polish peasant, while offering a
vivid description of the beauty of the Polish landscape
and people

GraceLand
Andrzej Franaszek’s award-winning biography of
Czeslaw Milosz—winner of the Nobel Prize in
Literature—recounts the poet’s odyssey through WWI,
the Bolshevik revolution, the Nazi invasion of Poland,
and the USSR’s postwar dominance of Eastern
Europe. This edition contains a new introduction by
the translators, along with maps and a chronology.

A Book of Luminous Things
Begun in the winter of 1955 and completed in the
spring of 1956, Treatise on Poetry is a brilliant
meditative poem fully expressive of the powers that
have made Milosz one of our greatest writers.
Expertly translated, the poem is divided into four
parts -- Europe at the turn of the century, the
condition of Polish culture between the two world
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wars, the harsh reality of World War II, and the role of
the poet in the postwar world. Here Milosz addresses
the failure of early-20th-century Polish poetry. With
vast historical sweep and in language that enables
readers to see "as if in a flash of summer lighting",
Milosz offers a fascinating account of the mysterious
art of poetry.

The Poet's Work
Graceland is a dazzling debut by a singular new talent
The sprawling, swampy, cacophonous city of Lagos,
Nigeria, provides the backdrop to the story of Elvis, a
teenage Elvis impersonator hoping to make his way
out of the ghetto. Broke, beset by floods, and
beatings by his alcoholic father, and with no job
opportunities in sight, Elvis is tempted by a life of
crime. Thus begins his odyssey into the dangerous
underworld of Lagos, guided by his friend Redemption
and accompanied by a restless hybrid of voices
including The King of Beggars, Sunday, Innocent and
Comfort. Ultimately, young Elvis, drenched in reggae
and jazz, and besotted with American film heroes and
images, must find his way to a GraceLand of his own.
Nuanced, lyrical, and pitch perfect, Abani has created
a remarkable story of a son and his father, and an
examination of postcolonial Nigeria where the
trappings of American culture reign supreme. "A richly
detailed, poignant, and utterly fascinating look into
another culture and how it is cross-pollinated by our
own. It brings to mind the work of Ha Jin in its power
and revelation of the new."--T. Coraghessan Boyle
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Lapham Rising
The Nobel laureate s unfinished science fiction novel
available in English for the first time ever Awarded
the Nobel Prize in literature in 1980, Czeslaw Milosz
was one of the twentieth century s most esteemed
poets and essayists. This outstanding translation of
his only hitherto unavailable work is classic Milosz and
a necessary companion volume for scholars and
general readers seeking a deeper understanding of
his themes. Written in the 1970s and published
posthumously in Polish in 2012, Milosz s deliberately
unfinished novel is set in a dystopian future where
hierarchy, patriarchy, and religion no longer exist.
Echoing the structure of The Captive Mind and written
in an experimental, postmodern style, Milosz s sole
work of science fiction follows four individuals: Karel,
a disaffected young rebel; Lino, an astronaut who
abandons his life of privilege; Petro, a cardinal racked
with doubt; and Ephraim, a potential prophet in exile.
The original manuscript of this work is held at the
Beinecke Library, and this edition will include
photographs of the draft.

My Century
Essays discuss the isolation of the poet, the tension
between classicism and realism, the impact of
reductionism, and the state of poetry in Europe

Second Space
An intimate portrayal of the friendship between two
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icons of twentieth-century poetryhighlights the
paralles lives of the poets as exiles living in America
and as Nobel Prize laureates in literatureIrena
Grudzinska Gross draws on poems, essays, letter,
interviews, speeches, lectures, and her own personal
memories as a confidant of both Milosz and Brodsky.
-- pub. description.

On the Abolition of All Political Parties
This major prose work, originally published in English
in 1985, is both a moving spiritual self-portrait and an
unflinching inquiry into the genesis of our modern
afflictions. A man who was raised a Catholic in rural
Lithuania, lived through the Nazi occupation of
Poland, and emerged, first in Europe and then in
America, as one of our most important men of letters,
speaks here of the inherited dilemmas of our
civilization in a voice recognizable for its honesty and
passion.

The Captive Mind
The Nobel laureate presents a collection of musings
on a variety of subjects, listed alphabetically,
including literary characters, historical figures, and
real and imagined places. Reprint.

Collected Poems
An anthology of the best poetry ever written contains
more than sixteen hundred poems, spanning more
than four millennia, from ancient Sumer and Egypt to
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the late twentieth century

Czeslaw Milosz
Critical studies of various aspects of Slavic literature
focus on key writers and the role of history and
politics in shaping Eastern European literature

Between Anxiety and Hope: The Writings
and Poetry of Czeslaw Milosz
"In this revised and expanded edition of the 1988
classic, which includes new images, Josef Koudelka's
work once more forms a powerful document of the
spiritual and physical state of exile. Most of the
images were taken in Europe during Koudelka's own
twenty-year exile from his native Czechoslovakia,
starting in 1970, after having left in the wake of
photographing the Soviet-led invasion of Prague. The
sense of private mystery that fills these photographs
speaks of passion and reserve, of his rage to see.
Solitary, moving, deeply felt, and strangely disturbing,
the images in Exiles suggest alienation,
disconnection, and love. Exiles evokes some of the
most compelling and troubling themes of the
twentieth century, still resonating with equal force
during this time of migrations and profound
transience."--Book jacket.

Emperor of the Earth
Born eighty years ago in Lithuania, Czeslaw Milosz
has been acclaimed "one of the greatest poets of our
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time, perhaps the greatest" (Joseph Brodsky). This
self-described "connoisseur of heavens and abysses"
has produced a corpus of poems, essays, memoirs,
and fiction of such depth and range that the reader's
imagination is moved far beyond ordinary limits of
consciousness. In The Poet's Work Leonard Nathan
and Arthur Quinn follow Milosz's wanderings in exile
from Poland to Paris to Berkeley as they chart the
singular development of his art. Relating his life and
his works to the unfolding of his thought, they have
crafted a lucid reading of Milosz that far surpasses
anything yet written on this often enigmatic poet. The
Poet's Work is not only a solid introduction to Milosz;
it is also a unique record of the poet's own
interpretations of his work. As colleagues of Milosz at
Berkeley, Nathan and Quinn had long, detailed
discussions with the poet. It is this spirit of
collaboration that brings a sense of immediacy and
authority to their seamless study. Nathan and Quinn
reveal as never before why Milosz is a true visionary,
a poet of ideas in history. And they show how the
influence of Blake, Simone Weil, Dostoevsky, Lev
Shestov, and Swedenborg, together with Henry Miller,
Allen Ginsberg, and Robinson Jeffers, has enriched his
vision. Milosz's lifelong experience of totalitarian
regimes that exalt science and technology over
individual needs and aspirations, his acute sense of
alienation as an migr , and his humanistic zeal and
belief in the primacy of living have brought a
prismatic quality to his poetry. At seventy, Milosz
spoke of himself as an "ecstatic pessimist." In their
sensitive mapping of his art, Nathan and Quinn
skillfully demonstrate that Milosz's global influence
has been achieved by the ever-shifting balance he
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strikes between ecstasy and pessimism. Irony and
humor are never far from this book, which not only
communicates Milosz's polyphonic message but also
evokes his uniquely humane sensibility. The Poet's
Work is an illuminating introduction to Milosz that will
inform and engage scholars and general readers for
years to come.

The Mountains of Parnassus
Like Native Realm, Czeslaw Milosz's autobiography
written thirty years earlier, A Year of the Hunter is a
"search for self-definition." A diary of one year in the
Nobel laureate's life, 1987-88, it concerns itself as
much with his experience of remembering as with the
actual events that shape his days. Shuttling between
observations of the present and reconstructions of the
past, he attempts to answer the unstated question:
Given his poet's personality and his historical
circumstances, has he managed to live his life
decently? From Milosz's thoughts on the Catholic
Church and his conversations with Pope John Paul II to
his impatience with sixties American radicalism and
his reflections on the avant-garde, A Year of the
Hunter brims with caustic wit and shrewd
observations about people, places, politics, and
literature. Milosz also gives us a deeply personal
portrait of life in pre-war Poland in which he charts his
conflicting feelings about Poland and the Polish
people. Lively in tone, impressive in its intellectual
breadth, A Year of the Hunter offers a splendid
introduction to Milosz for new readers and, for those
who know his essays and poetry, the pleasure of
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watching him master another genre. "This lively
journal shows Milosz grappling with his thoughts on
evil, death, sex, vanity, music and spirituality." Publishers Weekly

The Issa Valley
A selection of poetry written during and after the
Second World War details the devastation, hardships,
horrors, and consequences of the era

The Witness of Poetry
In selections from their ten-year correspondence, the
Trappist monk and the Polish writer debate the role of
communism and exchange contrasting views on the
natural world

Milosz's ABC's
New and Collected Poems: 1931-2001 celebrates
seven decades of Czeslaw Milosz's exceptional career.
Widely regarded as one of the greatest poets of our
time, Milosz is a master of probing inquiry and
graceful expression. His poetry is infused with a
tireless spirit and penetrating insight into
fundamental human dilemmas and the staggering yet
simple truth that "to exist on the earth is beyond any
power to name."

Beginning with My Streets
A collection of the world's greatest poetry from the
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past two thousand years brings together five hundred
works by more than two hundred poets, along with
commentary by the editor

Czeslaw Milosz and Joseph Brodsky
Milosz survived the Soviet invasion of his beloved
Lithuania, escaped to Nazi-occupied Warsaw where he
joined the Socialist resistance, then witnessed the
Holocaust and the razing of the Warsaw Ghetto. After
persecution and censorship triggered his defection in
1951, he found not relief but the anguish of solitude
and obscurity.

Striving Towards Being
Poems translated from the Polish capture the beauty
of the land and the despair of man

The Issa Valley
World Poetry
This meticulous study is a literary biography of Polish
Nobel Laureate Czeslaw Milosz, contemporary of
Tadeusz Borowski and Witold Gombrowicz. Judith
Dompkowski closely examines various patterns of
motion and unrest in both the early collections of
Milosz's poetry ("Selected Poems" and "Bells in
Winter)" and prose ("The Issa Valley" and "Seizure of
Power), " indicating how they offer new insights into
four crucial areas of his life: his role in history, his
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exile, his estimations of self, and his role as a poet.
The book offers an excellent introduction to the work
of this complex and gifted emigre writer."

The Separate Notebooks
Milosz
Nobel laureate Czeslaw Milosz's most recent
collection Second Space marks a new stage in one of
the great poetic pilgrimages of our time. Few poets
have inhabited the land of old age as long or
energetically as Milosz, for whom this territory holds
both openings and closings, affirmations as well as
losses. "Not soon, as late as the approach of my
ninetieth year, / I felt a door opening in me and I
entered / the clarity of early morning," he writes in
"Late Ripeness." Elsewhere he laments the loss of his
voracious vision -- "My wondrously quick eyes, you
saw many things, / Lands and cities, islands and
oceans" -- only to discover a new light that defies the
limits of physical sight: "Without eyes, my gaze is
fixed on one bright point, / That grows large and takes
me in." Second Space is typically capacious in the
range of voices, forms, and subjects it embraces. It
moves seamlessly from dramatic monologues to
theological treatises, from philosophy and history to
epigrams, elegies, and metaphysical meditations. It is
unified by Milosz's ongoing quest to find the bond
linking the things of this world with the order of a
"second space," shaped not by necessity, but grace.
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proclaimed "apprentice" on this extraordinary quest.
In "Treatise on Theology," Milosz calls himself "a one
day's master." He is, of course, far more than this.
Second Space reveals an artist peerless both in his
capacity to confront the world's suffering and in his
eagerness to embrace its joys: "Sun. And sky. And in
the sky white clouds. / Only now everything cried to
him: Eurydice! / How will I live without you, my
consoling one! / But there was a fragrant scent of
herbs, the low humming of bees, / And he fell asleep
with his cheek on the sun-warmed earth."

Facing The River
In My Century the great Polish poet Aleksander Wat
provides a spellbinding account of life in Eastern
Europe in the midst of the terrible twentieth century.
Based on interviews with Nobel Prize winner Czeslaw
Milosz, My Century describes the artistic, sexual, and
political experimentation—in which Wat was a major
participant—that followed the end of World War I: an
explosion of talent and ideas which, he argues, in
some ways helped to open the door to the destruction
that the Nazis and Bolsheviks soon visited upon the
world. But Wat’s book is at heart a story of spiritual
struggle and conversion. He tells of his separation
during World War II from his wife and young son, of
his confinement in the Soviet prison system, of the
night when the sound of far-off laughter brought on a
vision of “the devil in history.” “It was then,” Wat
writes, “that I began to be a believer.”

The Year of the Hunter
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An NYRB Classics Original Simone Weil—philosopher,
activist, mystic—is one of the most uncompromising
of modern spiritual masters. In “On the Abolition of All
Political Parties” she challenges the foundation of the
modern liberal political order, making an argument
that has particular resonance today, when the apathy
and anger of the people and the self-serving
partisanship of the political class present a threat to
democracies all over the world. Dissecting the
dynamic of power and propaganda caused by party
spirit, the increasing disregard for truth in favor of
opinion, and the consequent corruption of education,
journalism, and art, Weil forcefully makes the case
that a true politics can only begin where party spirit
ends. This volume also includes an admiring portrait
of Weil by the great poet Czeslaw Milosz and an essay
about Weil’s friendship with Albert Camus by the
translator Simon Leys.

The History of Polish Literature, Updated
Edition
The Polish author utilizes literary humanism to
transcend language and culture and convey his
understanding of the human mind

Bells In Winter
Czeslaw Milosz did not believe he would ever return to
the river valley in which he grew up. But in the spring
of 1989, exactly fifty years after he left, the new
government of independent Lithuania welcomed him
back to that magical region of his childhood. Many of
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the poems in Facing the River record his experiences
there, where the river of the Issa Valley symbolizes
the river of time as well as the river of mythology,
over which one cannot step twice. This is the river
Milosz faces while exploring ancient themes. He
reflects upon the nature of imagination, human
experience, good and evil--and celebrates the
wonders of life on earth. In these later poems, the
poems of older age, this Nobel laureate takes a long
look back at the catastrophic upheavals of the
twentieth century; yet despite the soberness of his
themes, he writes with the lightness of touch found
only in the great masters.

"Down a Spiral Staircase, Never-ending"
"I went on a journey in order to acquaint myself with
my province, in a two-horse wagon with a lot of
fodder and a tin bucket rattling in the back. The
bucket was required for the horses to drink from. I
traveled through a country of hills and pine groves
that gave way to woodlands, where swirls of smoke
hovered over the roofs of houses, as if they were on
fire, for they were chimneyless cabins; I crossed
districts of fields and lakes. It was so interesting to be
moving, to give the horses their rein, and wait until, in
the next valley, a village slowly appeared, or a park
with the white spot of a manor in it. And always we
were barked at by a dog, assiduous in its duty. That
was the beginning of the century; this is its . I have
been thinking not only of the people who lived there
once but also of the generations of dogs
accompanying them in their everyday bustle, and one
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night-I don't know where it came from-in a pre-dawn
sleep, that funny and tender phrase composed itself:
a road-side dog." --Road-Side Dog

Visions from San Francisco Bay
Polish Wilno—now Vilnius, in Lithuania—was the city
of Czeslaw Milosz’s youth and adolescence. In this
collection of essays and reminiscences, written over a
span of three decades, the Nobel Prize–winning poet
traces an informal autobiography againstthe street
map of an extraordinary city—a crossroads of
languages, cultures, and beliefs—that lies at the very
heart of his internal geography. Beginning with My
Streets, available for the first time in paperback,
gathers portraits of the writers Aleksander Wat,
Dwight MacDonald, and Fyodor Dostoevsky, as well as
the great Swedish scientist Emanuel Swedenborg; an
exchange of letters from the 1950s with the novelist
and diarist Witold Gombrowicz; and a selection of
speeches delivered between 1967 and 1987,
including Milosz’s Nobel Lecture. These diffuse
reckonings, distinguished throughout by the flavor of
personality and the aura of place, have a cumulative
power—they are quintessential Milosz.

Road-side Dog
New York Times bestseller • Finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize “This is a book to shake up the world.” —Ann
Patchett Nicholas Carr’s bestseller The Shallows has
become a foundational book in one of the most
important debates of our time: As we enjoy the
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internet’s bounties, are we sacrificing our ability to
read and think deeply? This 10th-anniversary edition
includes a new afterword that brings the story up to
date, with a deep examination of the cognitive and
behavioral effects of smartphones and social media.

The Collected Poems, 1931-1987
An eccentric writer living as a recluse on his own
island with his talking dog Hector comes up with a
scheme to take on his irritating new neighbor, a selfaggrandizing multimillionaire named Lapham who is
building a grotesquely enormous new home next
door, in a satirical debut novel of life in the Hamptons.
40,000 first printing.

Josef Koudelka: Exiles
The autobiography of the Nobel laureate Before he
emigrated to the United States, Czeslaw Milosz lived
through many of the social upheavals that defined the
first half of the twentieth century. Here, in this
compelling account of his early life, the author
sketches his moral and intellectual history from
childhood to the early fifties, providing the reader
with a glimpse into a way of life that was radically
different from anything an American or even a
Western European could know. Using the events of his
life as a starting point, Native Realm sets out to
explore the consciousness of a writer and a man,
examining the possibility of finding glimmers of
meaning in the midst of chaos while remaining true to
oneself. In this beautifully written and elegantly
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translated work, Milosz is at his very best.

Selected Poems
Five decades of essays by the revered writer are
collected here, with writings on war, human nature,
faith, communism, and Polish culture, among other
topics. Reprint.

New and Collected Poems, 1931-2001
This book is a survey of Polish letters and culture from
its beginnings to modern times. Czeslaw Milosz
updated this edition in 1983 and added an epilogue to
bring the discussion up to date.

The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing
to Our Brains
To find my home in one sentence, concise, as if
hammered in metal. No to enchant anybody. Not to
earn a lasting name in posterity. An unnamed need
for order, for rhythm, for form, which three words are
opposed to chaos and nothingness. -- Czeslaw Milosz

Unattainable Earth,
Czeslaw Milosz's poetry and other writings are
becoming more widely read, especially since he
received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1980. This
collection of essays gives a cross-sectional view of
major themes and motifs in Milosz's poetry, prose,
and criticism, concentrating primarily on such
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questions as catastrophism, the concept of reality,
Classicism, and political prose.
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