Read Book The Ghost Writer Philip Roth

The Ghost Writer Philip Roth
The Professor of DesireZuckerman BoundRoth
UnboundWhen She Was GoodThe RoadThe Anatomy
LessonPortnoy's ComplaintDeceptionThe Prague
OrgyDubin's LivesEverymanAll Art Is
PropagandaMocking the AgeThe HumblingThe Great
American NovelZuckerman UnboundOur
GangZuckerman BoundThe FactsThe Color
PurpleSeinfeldiaThe BreastThe Ghost WriterReading
Myself and OthersNemesisI Married a CommunistExit
GhostThe Human StainLetting GoLeaving a Doll's
HouseBirdyThe Ghost WriterPhilip Roth and the JewsA
Philip Roth ReaderThe Ghost WriterWhy Write?The
American Trilogy, 1997-2000Fiction and the Figures of
LifeGhost Writing in Contemporary American
FictionMy Life as a Man

The Professor of Desire
Zuckerman Bound
A ferocious political satire in the great tradition, Our
Gang is Philip Roth’s brilliantly indignant response to
the phenomenon of Richard M. Nixon. In the character
of Trick E. Dixon, Roth shows us a man who outdoes
the severest cynic, a peace-loving Quaker and
believer in the sanctity of human life who doesn’t
have a problem with killing unarmed women and
children in self-defense. A master politician with an
honest sneer, he finds himself battling the Boy
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Scouts, declaring war on Pro-Pornography Denmark,
all the time trusting in the basic indifference of the
voting public.

Roth Unbound
Explores the comic devices Roth uses to satirize his
times, the Jewish community, and himself.

When She Was Good
Radio actor Iron Rinn (born Ira Ringold) is a big
Newark roughneck blighted by a brutal personal
secret from which he is perpetually in flight. An
idealistic Communist, a self-educated ditchdigger
turned popular performer, a six-foot six-inch Abe
Lincoln look-alike, he marries the nation's reigning
radio actress and beloved silent-film star, the
exquisite Eve Frame (born Chava Fromkin). Their
marriage evolves from a glamorous, romantic idyll
into a dispiriting soap opera of tears and treachery.
And with Eve's dramatic revelation to the gossip
columnist Bryden Grant of her husband's life of
"espionage" for the Soviet Union, the relationship
enlarges from private drama into national scandal.
Set in the heart of the McCarthy era, the story of Iron
Rinn's denunciation and disgrace brings to harrowing
life the human drama that was central to the nation's
political tribulations in the dark years of betrayal, the
blacklist, and naming names. I Married a Communist
is an American tragedy as only Philip Roth could write
it.
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The Road
The critically acclaimed Birdy is an inventive, hypnotic
novel about friendship and family, love and war,
madness and beauty, and, above all, "birdness".
Wharton crafts an unforgettable tale--one that
suggests a notion of sanity in a world that is
manifestly insane.

The Anatomy Lesson
A latest omnibus of definitive works by the influential
20th-century novelist is a single-volume collection of
his American Trilogy novels, including American
Pastoral, I Married a Communist and The Human
Stain.

Portnoy's Complaint
A young writer in search of a spiritual father, Nathan
Zuckerman views E. I. Lonoff, who lives with his wife
and his student-mistress in rural Massachusetts, as an
embodiment of the ideal of artistic integrity and
independence

Deception
The interviews, essays, and articles collected here
span a quarter century of Philip Roth's distinguished
career and "reveal [a] preoccupation with the
relationship between the written and the unwritten
world." Here is Roth on himself and his work and the
controversies it has engendered. Here too are Roth's
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writings on the Eastern European writers he has
always championed; and on baseball, American
fiction, and American Jews. The essential collection of
nonfiction by a true American master, Reading Myself
and Others features his long interview with The Paris
Review.

The Prague Orgy
Essays by William H. Gass.

Dubin's Lives
A fiction-within-a-fiction, My Life as a Man centres on
the fraught marriage of Peter, a gifted young writer
and Maureen Tarnopol, the woman who wants to be
his muse but who instead becomes his nemesis. Their
union is based on fraud and powered by moral
blackmail. And yet, the the couple's relationship is so
perversely durable that, long after Maureen's death,
Peter is still trying - and failing - to write his way free
of it. Out of desperate inventions and scorching
truths, acts of weakness and shocking cruelty, Philip
Roth creates a fierce tragedy about a fatal impasse
between a man and a woman.

Everyman
Letting Go is Roth's first full-length novel, published
just after Goodbye, Columbus, when he was twentynine. Set in 1950s Chicago, New York, and Iowa city,
Letting Go presents as brilliant a fictional portrait as
we have of a mid-century America defined by social
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and ethical constraints and by moral compulsions
conspicuously different from those of today. Newly
discharged from the Korean War army, reeling from
his mother's recent death, freed from old attachments
and hungrily seeking others, Gabe Wallach is drawn
to Paul Herz, a fellow graduate student in literature,
and to Libby, Paul's moody, intense wife. Gabe's
desire to be connected to the ordered "world of
feeling" that he finds in books is first tested
vicariously by the anarchy of the Herzes' struggles
with responsible adulthood and then by his own eager
love affairs. Driven by the desire to live seriously and
act generously, Gabe meets an impassable test in the
person of Martha Reganhart, a spirited, outspoken,
divorced mother of two, a formidable woman who,
according to critic James Atlas, is masterfully
portrayed with "depth and resonance." The complex
liason between Gabe and Martha and Gabe's moral
enthusiasm for the trials of others are at the heart of
this tragically comic work.

All Art Is Propaganda
This book examines representations of the specter in
American twentieth and twenty-first-century fiction.
David Coughlan’s innovative structure has chapters
on Paul Auster, Don DeLillo, Toni Morrison, Marilynne
Robinson, and Philip Roth alternating with shorter
sections detailing the significance of the ghost in the
philosophy of Jacques Derrida, particularly within the
context of his 1993 text, Specters of Marx. Together,
these accounts of phantoms, shadows, haunts, spirit,
the death sentence, and hospitality provide a
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compelling theoretical context in which to read
contemporary US literature. Ghost Writing in
Contemporary American Fiction argues at every stage
that there is no self, no relation to the other, no love,
no home, no mourning, no future, no trace of life
without the return of the specter—that is, without
ghost writing.

Mocking the Age
NATIONAL BESTSELLER WINNER OF THE PULITZER
PRIZE The searing, post-apocalyptic novel about a
father and son's fight to survive. A father and his son
walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in
the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is
cold enough to crack stones, and when the snow falls
it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is the
coast, although they don't know what, if anything,
awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to
defend themselves against the lawless bands that
stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of
scavenged food—and each other. The Road is the
profoundly moving story of a journey. It boldly
imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in
which the father and his son, "each the other's world
entire," are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality
of its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the
worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate
destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the
tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of
total devastation. A New York Times Notable Book
One of the Best Books of the Year The Boston Globe,
The Christian Science Monitor, The Denver Post, The
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Kansas City Star, Los Angeles Times, New York,
People, Rocky Mountain News, Time, The Village
Voice, The Washington Post

The Humbling
Like Rip Van Winkle returning to his hometown to find
that all has changed, Nathan Zuckerman comes back
to New York, the city he left eleven years before.
Alone on his New England mountain, Zuckerman has
been nothing but a writer: no voices, no media, no
terrorist threats, no women, no news, no tasks other
than his work and the enduring of old age. Walking
the streets like a revenant, he quickly makes three
connections that explode his carefully protected
solitude. One is with a young couple with whom, in a
rash moment, he offers to swap homes. They will flee
post-9/11 Manhattan for his country refuge, and he
will return to city life. But from the time he meets
them, Zuckerman also wants to swap his solitude for
the erotic challenge of the young woman, Jamie,
whose allure draws him back to all that he thought he
had left behind: intimacy, the vibrant play of heart
and body. The second connection is with a figure from
Zuckerman’s youth, Amy Bellette, companion and
muse to Zuckerman’s first literary hero, E. I. Lonoff.
The once irresistible Amy is now an old woman
depleted by illness, guarding the memory of that
grandly austere American writer who showed Nathan
the solitary path to a writing vocation. The third
connection is with Lonoff’s would-be biographer, a
young literary hound who will do and say nearly
anything to get to Lonoff’s “great secret.” Suddenly
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involved, as he never wanted or intended to be
involved again, with love, mourning, desire, and
animosity, Zuckerman plays out an interior drama of
vivid and poignant possibilities. Haunted by Roth’s
earlier work The Ghost Writer, Exit Ghost is an
amazing leap into yet another phase in this great
writer’s insatiable commitment to fiction.

The Great American Novel
Everything is over for Simon Axler, the protagonist of
the history. One of the leading American stage actors
of his generation, now in his sixties, he has lost his
magic, his talent and his assurance. His Falstaff and
Peer Gynt and Vanya, all his great roles, 'are melted
into air, into thin air'. When he goes on stage he feels
like a lunatic and looks like an idiot. His confidence in
his powers has drained away; he imagines people
laughing at him; he can no longer pretend to be
someone else. His wife has gone, his audience has left
him, his agent can't persuade him to make a
comeback. Into this shattering account of inexplicable
and terrifying self-evacuation bursts a counterplot of
unusual erotic desire, a consolation for the bereft life
so risky and aberrant that it points not towards
comfort and gratification but to a yet darker and more
shocking end. In this long day's journey into night,
told with Roth's inimitable urgency, bravura and
gravity, all the ways that we persuade ourselves of
our solidity, all our life's performances - talent, love,
sex, hope, energy, reputation - are stripped off.

Zuckerman Unbound
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Tracing the full span of Philip Roth's career - from the
early controversies surrounding the stories in
Goodbye, Columbus to his recent assessments of his
work and corrections of the record - this retrospective
summation of his essays and interviews shows at
every turn the vigour, acuity, and persuasive power of
our most celebrated living novelist.

Our Gang
The Prague Orgy takes the American novelist Nathan
Zuckerman on a quixotic journey to search for the
stories of an unknown Yiddish writer. The entries from
Zuckermans notebooks are rich with comedy and
dense with observation, detailing his relationship with
the oppressed artists of communist Prague. In his
bizarre adventures with the citys outcast writers, he
discovers a perverse but appealing heroism. The
Prague Orgy is a startling conclusion to Philip Roths
intricately designed magnum opus, Zuckerman
Bound.

Zuckerman Bound
Presents an intimate, incisive portrait of a middleaged American living in London and his mistress, a
married Englishwoman, through a series of private,
adulterous dialogues. Reprint.

The Facts
The Pulitzer Prize-winning novel that tells the story of
two sisters through their correspondence. With a new
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Preface by the author.

The Color Purple
Philip Roth's new novel is a candidly intimate yet
universal story of loss, regret, and stoicism. The bestselling author of The Plot Against America now turns
his attention from "one family's harrowing encounter
with history" (New York Times) to one man's lifelong
skirmish with mortality. The fate of Roth's everyman
is traced from his first shocking confrontation with
death on the idyllic beaches of his childhood
summers, through the family trials and professional
achievements of his vigorous adulthood, and into his
old age, when he is rended by observing the
deterioration of his contemporaries and stalked by his
own physical woes. A successful commercial artist
with a New York ad agency, he is the father of two
sons from a first marriage who despise him and a
daughter from a second marriage who adores him. He
is the beloved brother of a good man whose physical
well-being comes to arouse his bitter envy, and he is
the lonely ex-husband of three very different women
with whom he's made a mess of marriage. In the end
he is a man who has become what he does not want
to be. The terrain of this powerful novel -- Roth's
twenty-seventh book and the fifth to be published in
the twenty-first century -- is the human body. Its
subject is the common experience that terrifies us all.
Everyman takes its title from an anonymous fifteenthcentury allegorical play, a classic of early English
drama, whose theme is the summoning of the living
to death.
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Seinfeldia
Gil Gamesh is the only pitcher who ever tried to kill
the umpire, and John Baal, The Babe Ruth of the Big
House, never hit a home run sober. But you've never
heard of them -- or of the Ruppert Mundys, the only
homeless big-league ball team in American history -because of the communist plot and the capitalist
scandal that expunged the entire Patriot League from
baseball memory. Philip Roth's richly imagined satiric
narrative, The Great American Novel, turns baseball's
status as national pastime and myth into an
unfettered farce featuring heroism and perfidy, lively
wordplay and a cast of characters that includes the
House Un-American Activities Committee.

The Breast
Philip Roth – one of the most renowned writers of his
generation – hardly needs introduction. From his
debut, Goodbye, Columbus, which won the National
Book Award, to his Pulitzer Prize-winning American
Pastoral, to his eternally inventive later works such as
Exit Ghost and Nemesis, Roth has produced some of
the greatest literature of the past hundred years. And
yet there has been no major critical work about him,
until now. Here, at last, is the story of Roth’s creative
life. Claudia Roth Pierpont tells an engaging story
even as she delves into the many complexities of
Roth’s work and the controversies it has raised. This
is not a biography – though it contains many
biographical details – but something more rewarding:
an attempt to understand a great writer through his
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art. Pierpont, who has known Roth for several years,
peppers her gracefully written and carefully
researched account with conversational details,
providing insights and anecdotes previously
accessible only to a very few, touching on Roth’s
family, his inspirations, his critics, the full range of his
fiction, and his literary friendships with such figures
as Saul Bellow and John Updike. Roth Unbound is a
major achievement, a fascinating and highly readable
work that will set the standard for Roth scholarship for
years to come.

The Ghost Writer
An anthology of selections from eight of Philip Roth's
early novels, with a definitive version of The Breast
and the previously uncollected story Novotny's Pain,
alongside the essay-story Looking At Kafka.

Reading Myself and Others
After he is transformed into a 155-pound female
breast, college professor David Kepesh struggles to
rationalize his condition by proving he is insane

Nemesis
'The comedy of neuroses, as Roth practices it, has
much of the elegance of an 18th-century comedy of
manners, but it also allows itself plenty of latitude.
ZUCKERMAN UNBOUND has room for farce, when
Zuckerman spends a night with an Irish film star
whose steady lover is Fidel Castro; as well as for a
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full, accomplished treatment of a grim routine, the
death of a Jewish father. But mainly it has one great
comic character, tha sad and threatening Alvin Pepler,
ex-Marine and ex-Tv celebrity, now alleging the theft
of his private hang-ups, which are on the same lines
as Portnoy's, for use in the famous novel. In this
chapter Dickens and Waugh live again' LONDON
REVIEW OF BOOKS.

I Married a Communist
The writer Nathan Zukerman comes down with a
mysterious physical affliction--pure pain, beginning in
his neck and shoulders, invading his torso and taking
possession of his life. Zukerman, whose work was his
life, is unable to write a line. Now his work is trekking
from one doctor to the next--from orthopedist to
osteopath to neurologist to psychiatrist--but none can
find a cause for the pain and nobody can assuage it.
So begins Philip Roth's strangely comic new novel,
The Anatomy Lesson. In it, we find Nathan Zukerman
beset at age forty not only by his pain but by his past.
He seriously wonders if he ought to be a novelist at
all. At his wit's end, bewildered by both the obstinate
pain and the isolating profession, and unconsolable by
his "harem of Florence Nightingales"--Gloria, his
accountant's wildly mothering wife; Jaga, the
depressed Polish refuge from the hair-treatment clinic
(to add to his suffering, Zukerman is going bald);
Diana, the distressingly self-possessed Finch College
heiress; and the temptingly levelheaded painter
Jenny--Zukerman tries to pin his catastrophe on some
source he can confront. There is no shortage of
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candidates. Zukerman's brother blames his acerbic
best-seller Carnovsky, for ruining the lives of their late
parents, and will have nothing to do with him. There's
the critic Milton Appel, once Zuckerman's literary
conscience, now his scourge--the Grand Inquisitor of
Inquiry magazine, the New York Jewish cultural
monthly. Searching desperately for a diagnosis that
will lead to a cure, Zuckerman asks himself if the pain
can have been caused by his adversaries, or by his
astonishingly intractable grief for his mother, or by
the disgust he has come to feel for the literary
vocation he once loved. And while he is wondering,
his dependence on painkillers grows into an addiction
to Percodan, marijuana, and hundred-proof vodka. In
the last half of The Anatomy Lesson, Zuckerman
breaks out of invalid imprisonment in his Manhattan
apartment and sets off on a journey to escape the
pain, the adversaries, the grief, and the career--a
journey into a new existence, a search for a "second
life." Persuaded that a doctor's life is everything a
writer's is not, Zuckerman flies to Chicago with the
intention of applying to medical school at his alma
mater. Though the pain he encounters there is worse
even than what he's fled, the startling quest for the
second life provides some of the funniest scenes in all
of Roth's fiction. With the serious playfulness and
extravagant insistence characteristic of his work,
Roth, in his fourteenth published book, presents an
astonishing antithesis to The Magic Mountain: The
Anatomy Lesson is a great comedy of illness. Roth's
strength has always been the ability to depict the
boisterous, the farcical, and the extreme in human
behavior while revealing at the same time a world
that immediately strikes the reader as real--what the
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English critic Hermione Lee has called, in writing of
Roth's career, "a manner at oncebrash and
thoughtfullyrical and wry, which projects through
comic expostulations and confessions of the speakers
a knowing, humane authority." The Anatomy Lesson
is one of Roth's finest achievements in this vein--a
comic masterpiece and brilliant finale to the
Zuckerman trilogy. The Anatomy Lesson was a finalist
for the National Book Award and the National Book
Critics Circle Award.

Exit Ghost
A middle-aged writer recalls his younger self. At 23,
Nathan Zuckerman has had four stories published and
a small, flattering Saturday Review up-and-comingauthor profile (complete with a photo of him playing
with his ex-girlfriend's cat), which he purports to
scorn. As genuine and polite as he seems, Zuckerman
has already hurt his family with his autobiographical
art and ruined his relationship with adultery and
honesty. Visiting his reclusive idol (famed for his
"blend of sympathy and pitilessness") in the
Berkshires, the writer watches himself watching
himself and attempts to confront his work and life.
Instead he finds himself turning reality into
metafiction. A quote he happens upon from Henry
James only complicates matters further: "We work in
the dark--we do what we can--we give what we have.
Our doubt is our passion and our passion is our task.
The rest is the madness of art." Events, however,
have their revenge, weaving more out of control than
even he can anticipate or ask for. Philip Roth is the
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master of the uncomfortable, and his alter ego a
connoisseur of self-involvement, self-loathing, and
self-examination. ("Virtuous reader, if you think that
after intercourse all animals are sad, try masturbating
on the daybed in E. I. Lonoff's study and see how you
feel when it's over.") From Library Journal Both these
novels follow protagonist Nathan Zuckerman through
different times in his life?Ghost Writer, dubbed a
"glowing work of fiction" by LJ's reviewer (LJ 9/1/79),
introduced the character in his youth, while 1981's
Unbound offers him in his mid-30s. Roth's many fans
will be happy to see these again. Copyright 1995
Reed Business Information, Inc.

The Human Stain
In this funny and chilling novel, the setting is a small
town in the 1940s Midwest, and the subject is the
heart of a wounded and ferociously moralistic young
woman, one of those implacable American moralists
whose "goodness" is a terrible disease. When she was
still a child, Lucy Nelson had her alcoholic failure of a
father thrown in jail. Ever since then she has been
trying to reform the men around her, even if that
ultimately means destroying herself in the process.
With his unerring portraits of Lucy and her hapless,
childlike husband, Roy, Roth has created an
uncompromising work of fictional realism, a vision of
provincial American piety, yearning, and discontent
that is at once pitiless and compassionate.

Letting Go
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In this memoir of personal discovery, loss and
renewal, Claire Bloom looks beyond the stage and
unveils her true identity. One of the most beautiful
and gifted actresses of her generation, Claire Bloom's
achievements in theatre and television have been
celebrated throughout the world. Bloom traces her
fatherless years in the 1930s to her apprenticeship in
the British theatre and her rise as an actress in
Charles Chaplin's Limelight before she was 20. She
recounts professional and personal relationships with
Laurence Olivier, John Gielgud, Anthony Hopkins and
Paul Schofield, and tells of her long entanglement
with Richard Burton. She recalls failed marriages to
Rod Steiger and Hillard Eskins, and the book
concludes with a stark account of the most important
relationship of her life, with writer Philip Roth.

Leaving a Doll's House
When talented young writer Nathan Zuckerman
makes his pilgrimage to sit at the feet of his hero, the
reclusive master of American Literature, E. I. Lonoff,
he soon finds himself enmeshed in the great Jewish
writer's domestic life, with all its complexity, artifice
and drive for artistic truth. As Nathan sits in
breathlessly awkward conversation with his idol, a
glimpse of a dark-haired beauty through a closing
doorway leaves him reeling. He soon learns that the
entrancing vision is Amy Bellette, but her position in
the Lonoff household - student? mistress? - remains
tantalisingly unclear. Over a disturbed and confusing
dinner, Nathan gleans snippets of Amy’s haunting
Jewish background, and begins to draw his own
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fantastical conclusions

Birdy
Nathan Zuckerman's fourth novel--a scandalously
explicit best seller-makes him rich and famous and
throws him, amid gossip, temptations, and threats,
into the turbulent world outside of art

The Ghost Writer
Winner of the Man Booker International Prize 2011 In
the "stifling heat of equatorial Newark," a terrifying
epidemic is raging, threatening the children of the
New Jersey city with maiming, paralysis, lifelong
disability, and even death. This is the startling theme
of Philip Roth’s wrenching new book: a wartime polio
epidemic in the summer of 1944 and the effect it has
on a closely knit, family-oriented Newark community
and its children. At the center of Nemesis is a
vigorous, dutiful twenty-three-year-old playground
director, Bucky Cantor, a javelin thrower and
weightlifter, who is devoted to his charges and
disappointed with himself because his weak eyes
have excluded him from serving in the war alongside
his contemporaries. Focusing on Cantor’s dilemmas
as polio begins to ravage his playground—and on the
everyday realities he faces—Roth leads us through
every inch of emotion such a pestilence can breed:
the fear, the panic, the anger, the bewilderment, the
suffering, and the pain. Moving between the
smoldering, malodorous streets of besieged Newark
and Indian Hill, a pristine children’s summer camp
Page 18/24

Read Book The Ghost Writer Philip Roth
high in the Poconos—whose "mountain air was
purified of all contaminants"—Roth depicts a decent,
energetic man with the best intentions struggling in
his own private war against the epidemic. Roth is
tenderly exact at every point about Cantor’s passage
into personal disaster, and no less exact about the
condition of childhood. Through this story runs the
dark questions that haunt all four of Roth’s late short
novels, Everyman, Indignation, The Humbling, and
now Nemesis: What kind of accidental choices fatally
shape a life? How does the individual withstand the
onslaught of circumstance?

Philip Roth and the Jews
A rigorously unfictionalized narrative that portrays
Roth unadorned -- as young artist, as student , as son,
as lover, as husband, as American, as Jew -- and
candidly examines how close the novels have been
to, and how far from, autobiography.

A Philip Roth Reader
It is 1998, the year in which America is whipped into a
frenzy of prurience by the impeachment of a
president, and in a small New England town, an aging
classics professor, Coleman Silk, is forced to retire
when his colleagues decree that he is a racist. The
charge is a lie, but the real truth about Silk would
have astonished his most virulent accuser. Coleman
Silk has a secret. But it's not the secret of his affair, at
seventy-one, with Faunia Farley, a woman half his age
with a savagely wrecked past--a part-time farmhand
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and a janitor at the college where, until recently, he
was the powerful dean of faculty. And it's not the
secret of Coleman's alleged racism, which provoked
the college witch-hunt that cost him his job and, to his
mind, killed his wife. Nor is it the secret of misogyny,
despite the best efforts of his ambitious young
colleague, Professor Delphine Roux, to expose him as
a fiend. Coleman's secret has been kept for fifty
years: from his wife, his four children, his colleagues,
and his friends, including the writer Nathan
Zuckerman, who sets out to understand how this
eminent, upright man, esteemed as an educator for
nearly all his life, had fabricated his identity and how
that cannily controlled life came unraveled. Set in
1990s America, where conflicting moralities and
ideological divisions are made manifest through
public denunciation and rituals of purification, The
Human Stain concludes Philip Roth's eloquent trilogy
of postwar American lives that are as tragically
determined by the nation's fate as by the "human
stain" that so ineradicably marks human nature. This
harrowing, deeply compassionate, and completely
absorbing novel is a magnificent successor to his
Vietnam-era novel, American Pastoral, and his
McCarthy-era novel, I Married a Communist.

The Ghost Writer
With a new introduction by Thomas Mallon Dubin's
Lives (1979) is a compassionate and wry commedia, a
book praised by Christopher Lehmann-Haupt in The
New York Times as Malamud's "best novel since The
Assistant. Possibly, it is the best he has written of all."
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Its protagonist is one of Malamud's finest characters;
prize-winning biographer William Dubin, who learns
from lives, or thinks he does: those he writes, those
he shares, the life he lives. Now in his later middle
age, he seeks his own secret self, and the obsession
of biography is supplanted by the obsession of
love--love for a woman half is age, who has sought an
understanding of her life through his books. Dubin's
Lives is a rich, subtle book, as well as a moving tale of
love and marriage.

Why Write?
As a critic, George Orwell cast a wide net. Equally at
home discussing Charles Dickens and Charlie Chaplin,
he moved back and forth across the porous borders
between essay and journalism, high art and low. A
frequent commentator on literature, language, film,
and drama throughout his career, Orwell turned
increasingly to the critical essay in the 1940s, when
his most important experiences were behind him and
some of his most incisive writing lay ahead. All Art Is
Propaganda follows Orwell as he demonstrates in
piece after piece how intent analysis of a work or
body of work gives rise to trenchant aesthetic and
philosophical commentary. With masterpieces such as
"Politics and the English Language" and "Rudyard
Kipling" and gems such as "Good Bad Books," here is
an unrivaled education in, as George Packer puts it,
"how to be interesting, line after line."

The American Trilogy, 1997-2000
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Now in his mid-thirties, Nathan Zuckerman, a wouldbe recluse despite his newfound fame as a bestselling
author, ventures onto the streets of Manhattan in the
final year of the turbulent sixties. Not only is he
assumed by his fans to be his own fictional satyr,
Gilbert Carnovsky (" Hey, you do all that stuff in that
book?" ), but he also finds himself the target of
admonishers, advisers, and sidewalk literary critics.
The recent murders of Robert Kennedy and Martin
Luther King, Jr., lead an unsettled Zuckerman to
wonder if " target" may be more than a figure of
speech. In Zuckerman Unbound the second volume of
the trilogy and epilogue "Zuckerman Bound" the
notorious novelist Nathan Zuckerman retreats from
his oldest friends, breaks his marriage to a virtuous
woman, and damages, perhaps irreparably, his
affectionate connection to his younger brotherand all
because of his great good fortune!

Fiction and the Figures of Life
A chronicle of the passion and desire of David Kepesh
and of his endeavors, from adolescent accession to
middle-aged ebb, to realize and sustain, with dignity,
erotic happiness and domestic security

Ghost Writing in Contemporary American
Fiction
"An uproarious behind-the-scenes account of the
creation of the hit television series describes how
comedians Larry David and Jerry Seinfeld dreamed up
the idea for an unconventional sitcom over coffee and
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how, despite network skepticism and minimal
plotlines, achieved mainstream success, "--NoveList.

My Life as a Man
Examines Philip Roth's use of Jewish ideas and
materials in his novels, considering also the responses
to Roth's work and his relations with the Jewish
community and contemporary Jewish writers.
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