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A timely chronicle of what is now an ordinary day in America, where gun violence
regularly takes the lives of children and teens, and leaves shattered families in its
wake. Winner of the 2017 J. Anthony Lukas PrizeShortlisted for the 2017
Hurston/Wright Foundation AwardFinalist for the 2017 Helen Bernstein Book Award
for Excellence in JournalismLonglisted for the 2017 Andrew Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Non Fiction On an average day in America, seven children and teens
will be shot dead. In Another Day in the Death of America, award-winning journalist
Gary Younge tells the stories of the lives lost during one such day. It could have
been any day, but he chose November 23, 2013. Black, white, and Latino, aged
nine to nineteen, they fell at sleepovers, on street corners, in stairwells, and on
their own doorsteps. From the rural Midwest to the barrios of Texas, the narrative
crisscrosses the country over a period of twenty-four hours to reveal the full
human stories behind the gun-violence statistics and the brief mentions in local
papers of lives lost. This powerful and moving work puts a human face-a child's
face-on the "collateral damage" of gun deaths across the country. This is not a
book about gun control, but about what happens in a country where it does not
exist. What emerges in these pages is a searing and urgent portrait of youth,
family, and firearms in America today.

Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs?: Big Questions from Tiny Mortals
About Death
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Assesses the impact of the enormous carnage of the Civil War on every aspect of
American life from a material, political, intellectual, cultural, social, and spiritual
perspective.

Death and the American South
Only the scathing wit and searching intelligence of Jessica Mitford could turn an
exposé of the American funeral industry into a book that is at once deadly serious
and side-splittingly funny. When first published in 1963, this landmark of
investigative journalism became a runaway bestseller and resulted in legislation to
protect grieving families from the unscrupulous sales practices of those in "the
dismal trade." Just before her death in 1996, Mitford thoroughly revised and
updated her classic study. The American Way of Death Revisited confronts new
trends, including the success of the profession's lobbyists in Washington, inflated
cremation costs, the telemarketing of pay-in-advance graves, and the effects of
monopolies in a death-care industry now dominated by multinational corporations.
With its hard-nosed consumer activism and a satiric vision out of Evelyn Waugh's
novel The Loved One, The American Way of Death Revisited will not fail to inform,
delight, and disturb. "Brilliant--hilarious. . . . A must-read for anyone planning to
throw a funeral in their lifetime."--New York Post "Witty and penetrating--it speaks
the truth."--The Washington Post
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The Making of a Muckraker
"Following the death of her father, journalist and hospice volunteer Ann Neumann
sets out to examine what it means to die well in the United States. If a good death
exists, what does it look like? This question lies at the heart of Neumann's
rigorously researched and intimately told journey along the ultimate borderland of
American life: American death. From church basements to hospital wards to prison
cells, Neumann charts the social, political, religious, and medical landscape to
explore how we die today. The Good Death weaves personal accounts with a
historical exploration of the movements and developments that have changed the
ways we experience death. With the diligence of a journalist and the compassion of
a caregiver, Neumann provides a portrait of death in the United States that is
humane, beautifully written, and essential to our greater understanding of the
future of end-of-life care"--

The Depositions: New and Selected Essays on Being and
Ceasing to Be
How we die reveals much about how we live. In this provocative book, Shai Lavi
traces the history of euthanasia in the United States to show how changing
attitudes toward death reflect new and troubling ways of experiencing pain, hope,
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and freedom. Lavi begins with the historical meaning of euthanasia as signifying an
"easeful death." Over time, he shows, the term came to mean a death blessed by
the grace of God, and later, medical hastening of death. Lavi illustrates these
changes with compelling accounts of changes at the deathbed. He takes us from
early nineteenth-century deathbeds governed by religion through the
medicalization of death with the physician presiding over the deathbed, to the
legalization of physician-assisted suicide. Unlike previous books, which have
focused on law and technique as explanations for the rise of euthanasia, this book
asks why law and technique have come to play such a central role in the way we
die. What is at stake in the modern way of dying is not human progress, but rather
a fundamental change in the way we experience life in the face of death, Lavi
argues. In attempting to gain control over death, he maintains, we may
unintentionally have ceded control to policy makers and bio-scientific enterprises.

Caring for the Dead
We once disposed of our dead in earth-friendly ways—no chemicals, biodegradable
containers, dust to dust. But over the last 150 years death care has become a
toxic, polluting, and alienating industry in the United States. Today, people are
slowly waking up to the possibility of more sustainable and less disaffecting death
care, reclaiming old practices in new ways, in a new age. Greening Death traces
the philosophical and historical backstory to this awakening, captures the
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passionate on-the-ground work of the Green Burial Movement, and explores the
obstacles and other challenges getting in the way of more robust mobilization. As
the movement lays claim to greener, simpler, and more cost-efficient practices,
something even more promising is being offered up—a tangible way of restoring
our relationship to nature.

Another Day in the Death of America
Jessica Mitford was a member of one of England’s most legendary families (among
her sisters were the novelist Nancy Mitford and the current Duchess of Devonshire)
and one of the great muckraking journalists of modern times. Leaving England for
America, she pursued a career as an investigative reporter and unrepentant
gadfly, publicizing not only the misdeeds of, most famously, the funeral business
(The American Way of Death, a bestseller) and the prison business (Kind and Usual
Punishment), but also of writing schools and weight-loss programs. Mitford’s
diligence, unfailing skepticism, and acid pen made her one of the great chroniclers
of the mischief people get up to in the pursuit of profit and the name of good.
Poison Penmanship collects seventeen of Mitford’s finest pieces—about everything
from crummy spas to network-TV censorship—and fills them out with the story of
how she got the scoop and, no less fascinating, how the story developed after
publication. The book is a delight to read: few journalists have ever been as funny
as Mitford, or as gifted at getting around in those dark, cobwebbed corners where
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modern America fashions its shiny promises. It’s also an unequaled and necessary
manual of the fine art of investigative reporting.

The American Way of Death Revisited
Outlines a less invasive, more humane approach to end-of-life care, sharing the
stories of the author's parents and explaining the political and technological factors
that are interfering with patient preferences.

To Serve the Living
A complete guide for those making funeral arrangements with or without a funeral
director. Families, friends, and support groups who want to say goodbye in a
meaningful way-not just write a big check to a funeral director-will find detailed
and practical legal information in this unique guide. By taking an active role in
funeral and memorial arrangements, families can save thousands of dollars while
better serving the emotional needs of loved ones. Caring for The Dead gives the
legal requirements of each state, how to obtain and file permits and death
certificates, explanations of cremation and embalming, burial procedures, and
other necessary information. Readers learn how to shop for the best services at the
most reasonable prices, while avoiding fraudulent and deceptive mortuary
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practices. This landmark book helps readers take control of one of life's most
intimate experiences-the final act of love for a friend or relative.

Rest in Peace
This book is a study in religion, culture, and social change. Taking the position that
death is a cultural event, James J. Farrell examines the historical roots of
contemporary American attitudes toward and practices concerning death. Middleclass Victorians tried to assuage their fear by making death appear natural,
painless, predictable, beautiful, and ultimately inconspicuous. Scientific naturalism
was a crucial catalyst of this transformation. Naturalists redefined death, the
medical profession called for the establishment of rural cemeteries, and the
sanitary science movement influenced embalming methods and funeral practices.
The main part of this work describes and analyzes the convergence of the
intellectual and social trends that changed American beliefs and behavior
concerning death. The penultimate chapter focuses on Vermilion County, and the
development of funeral practices in that specific place. The author uses local
sources to add an empirical dimension to the intellectual history that characterizes
the rest of the book. -- From publisher's description.

The Good Death
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Superman, Batman, Daredevil, and Wonder Woman are iconic cultural figures that
embody values of order, fairness, justice, and retribution. Comic Book Crime digs
deep into these and other celebrated characters, providing a comprehensive
understanding of crime and justice in contemporary American comic books. This is
a world where justice is delivered, where heroes save ordinary citizens from certain
doom, where evil is easily identified and thwarted by powers far greater than mere
mortals could possess. Nickie Phillips and Staci Strobl explore these
representations and show that comic books, as a historically important American
cultural medium, participate in both reflecting and shaping an American ideological
identity that is often focused on ideas of the apocalypse, utopia, retribution, and
nationalism. Through an analysis of approximately 200 comic books sold from
2002 to 2010, as well as several years of immersion in comic book fan culture,
Phillips and Strobl reveal the kinds of themes and plots popular comics feature in a
post-9/11 context. They discuss heroes’ calculations of “deathworthiness,” or who
should be killed in meting out justice, and how these judgments have as much to
do with the hero’s character as they do with the actions of the villains. This
fascinating volume also analyzes how class, race, ethnicity, gender, and sexual
orientation are used to construct difference for both the heroes and the villains in
ways that are both conservative and progressive. Engaging, sharp, and insightful,
Comic Book Crime is a fresh take on the very meaning of truth, justice, and the
American way. Instructor's Guide
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The Sacred Remains
Discusses the flaws and corruption in the funeral and burial industry in the United
States, from exorbitant funeral costs to black market sales of body parts, and
provides legal guidelines to burial rights and trends in legal reform.

The Death and Life of Great American Cities
When George Washington died in 1799, towns throughout the country
commemorated the event with solemn processions featuring empty coffins. In
contrast, after Abraham Lincoln's death in 1865, his body was transported around
the North and displayed for more than two weeks, for by then corpses could be
autopsied, drained of their blood, and beautified for the benefit of mourners. This
absorbing book explores the changing attitudes toward death and the dead in
northern Protestant communities during the nineteenth century. Gary Laderman
offers insights into the construction of an "American way of death," illuminating the
central role of the Civil War and tracing the birth of the funeral industry in the
decades following the war. Drawing on medical histories, religious documents,
personal diaries and letters, literature, painting, and photography, Laderman
examines the cultural transformations that led to nationally organized death
specialists, the practice of embalming, and the commodification of the corpse.
Page 10/32

Get Free The American Way Of Death Revisited Jessica Mitford
These cultural changes included the development of liberal theology, which
provided more spiritual views of heaven and the afterlife; the concern for health,
which turned those who managed death toward more scientific treatment of
bodies; and growing sentimentalism, which produced an increased desire to gaze
upon the corpse or to take and keep death photographs. In particular Laderman
focuses on the transforming effect of the Civil War, which presented so many
Americans with dead relatives who needed to be recovered, viewed, and given a
"proper burial."

The Insecure American
Americans are feeling insecure. They are retreating to gated communities in record
numbers, fearing for their jobs and their 401(k)s, nervous about their health
insurance and their debt levels, worrying about terrorist attacks and immigrants. In
this innovative volume, editors Hugh Gusterson and Catherine Besteman gather
essays from nineteen leading ethnographers to create a unique portrait of an
anxious country and to furnish valuable insights into the nation's possible future.
With an incisive foreword by Barbara Ehrenreich, the contributors draw on their
deep knowledge of different facets of American life to map the impact of the new
economy, the "war on terror," the "war on drugs," racial resentments, a fraying
safety net, undocumented immigration, a health care system in crisis, and much
more. In laying out a range of views on the forces that unsettle us, The Insecure
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American demonstrates the singular power of an anthropological perspective for
grasping the impact of corporate profit on democratic life, charting the links
between policy and vulnerability, and envisioning alternatives to life as an insecure
American.

Final Rights
Gary Laderman traces the origins of American funeral rituals, & looks at the
increasing subordination of religious figures to the funeral director in the late 20th
century, demonstrating that the modern director is very far from Mitford's
manipulator of 'The American Way of Death'.

This Republic of Suffering
A wry and compassionate selection of essays reflecting on mortals and mortality,
from the acclaimed author of The Undertaking. For nearly four decades, poet,
essayist, and small-town funeral director Thomas Lynch has probed relations
between the literary and mortuary arts. His life’s work with the dead and the
bereaved has informed four previous collections of nonfiction, each exploring
identity and humanity with Lynch’s signature blend of memoir, meditation, gallows
humor, and poetic precision. The Depositions provides an essential selection from
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these masterful collections—essays on fatherhood, Irish heritage, funeral rites, and
the perils of bodiless obsequies—as well as new essays in which the space
between Lynch’s hyphenated identities—as an Irish American, undertaker-poet—is
narrowed by the deaths of poets, the funerals of friends, the loss of neighbors,
intimate estrangements, and the slow demise of a beloved dog. In “Gladstone,”
from The Undertaking, Lynch reflects on his then twenty-five years as an
undertaker at the Midwinter Conference for Michigan funeral directors, which
incongruously takes place on an island in the Caribbean. With brutal, generous
honesty, “The Way We Are,” from Bodies in Motion and at Rest, grapples with
Lynch’s time as a single parent coming to terms with generations of his family
inheritance of alcoholism and recovery. The press of the author’s own mortality
animates the new essays, sharpening a curiosity about where we come from,
where we go, and what it means. As Alan Ball writes in a penetrating foreword,
Lynch’s work allows us “to see both the absurdity and the beauty of death,
sometimes simultaneously.” With this landmark collection, he continues to
illuminate not only how we die, but also how we live.

Greening Death
The Puritan Way of Death
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The death penalty has largely disappeared as a national legislative issue and the
Supreme Court has mainly bowed out, leaving the states at the cutting edge of
abolition politics. This essential guide presents and explains the changing political
and cultural challenges to capital punishment at the state level. As with their
previous volume, America Without the Death Penalty (Northeastern, 2002), the
authors of this completely new volume concentrate on the local and regional
relationships between death penalty abolition and numerous empirical factors,
such as economic conditions; public sentiment; the roles of social, political, and
economic elites; the mass media; and population diversity. They highlight the
recent abolition of the practice in New York, New Jersey, New Mexico, and Illinois;
the near misses in New Hampshire, Connecticut, Maryland, and Nebraska; the
Kansas rollercoaster rides; and the surprising recent decline of the death penalty
even in the deep South. Abolition of the death penalty in the United States is a
piecemeal process, with one state after another peeling off from the pack until
none is left and the tragic institution finally is no more. This book tells you how,
and why, that will likely happen.

From Here to Eternity: Traveling the World to Find the Good
Death
An exploration of American mourning customs examines such topics as the rise of
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the modern cemetery, the green funeral movement, and obituary writing, and
draws on personal stories to provide insight into America's relationship with death
today.

The American Way of Eating
Dying is a social as well as physiological phenomenon. Each society characterizes
and, consequently, treats death and dying in its own individual ways—ways that
differ markedly. These particular patterns of death and dying engender modal
cultural responses, and such institutionalized behavior has familiar, economical,
educational, religious, and political implications. The Handbook of Death and Dying
takes stock of the vast literature in the field of thanatology, arranging and
synthesizing what has been an unwieldy body of knowledge into a concise, yet
comprehensive reference work. This two-volume handbook will provide direction
and momentum to the study of death-related behavior for many years to come.
Key Features More than 100 contributors representing authoritative expertise in a
diverse array of disciplines Anthropology Family Studies History Law Medicine
Mortuary Science Philosophy Psychology Social work Sociology Theology A
distinguished editorial board of leading scholars and researchers in the field More
than 100 definitive essays covering almost every dimension of death-related
behavior Comprehensive and inclusive, exploring concepts and social patterns
within the larger topical concern Journal article length essays that address topics
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with appropriate detail Multidisciplinary and cross-cultural coverage

Knocking on Heaven's Door
Jessica Mitford, the great muckraking journalist, was part of a legendary English
aristocratic family. Her sisters included Nancy, doyenne of the 1920s London smart
set and a noted novelist and biographer; Diana, wife to the English fascist chief Sir
Oswald Mosley; Unity, who fell head over in heels in love with Hitler; and Deborah,
later the Duchess of Devonshire. Jessica swung left and moved to America, where
she took part in the civil rights movement and wrote her classic exposé of the
undertaking business, The American Way of Death. Hons and Rebels is the hugely
entertaining tale of Mitford's upbringing, which was, as she dryly remarks, “not
exactly conventional. . . Debo spent silent hours in the chicken house learning to
do an exact imitation of the look of pained concentration that comes over a hen's
face when it is laying an egg. . . . Unity and I made up a complete language called
Boudledidge, unintelligible to any but ourselves, in which we translated various
dirty songs (for safe singing in front of the grown-ups).” But Mitford found her
family's world as smothering as it was singular and, determined to escape it, she
eloped with Esmond Romilly, Churchill's nephew, to go fight in the Spanish Civil
War. The ensuing scandal, in which a British destroyer was dispatched to recover
the two truants, inspires some of Mitford's funniest, and most pointed, pages. A
family portrait, a tale of youthful folly and high-spirited adventure, a study in social
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history, a love story, Hons and Rebels is a delightful contribution to the
autobiographer's art.

Western Attitudes toward Death
In the "hush harbors" of the slave quarters, African Americans first used funerals to
bury their dead and to plan a path to freedom. Similarly, throughout the long
struggle for racial equality in the 20th century, funeral directors aided the cause by
honoring the dead while supporting the living. Here is their story.

Handbook of Death and Dying
In Remember Me, Time writer Lisa Takeuchi Cullen has created a humorous and
poignant chronicle of her travels around the country to discover how Americans
are reinventing the rites of dying. What she learned is that people no longer want
to take death lying down; instead, they're taking their demise into their own hands
and planning the afterparty. Cullen hears stories of modern-day funerals: lobstershaped caskets and other unconventional containers for corpses; cremated
remains turned into diamonds; and even mishaps like dove releases gone horribly
wrong. Eye-opening, funny, and unforgettable, Remember Me gives an account of
the ways in which Americans are designing new occasions to mark death—by
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celebrating life.

The Death Penalty
In 1987, the United States Supreme Court decided a case that could have ended
the death penalty in the United States. Imprisoned by the Past: Warren McCleskey
and the American Death Penalty examines the long history of the American death
penalty and its connection to the case of WarrenMcCleskey, revealing how that
case marked a turning point for the history of the death penalty. In this book,
Jeffrey L. Kirchmeier explores one of the most important Supreme Court cases in
history, a case that raised important questions about race and punishment, and
ultimately changed the way weunderstand the death penalty today. McCleskey's
case resulted in one of the most important Supreme Court decisions in U.S. history,
where the Court confronted evidence of racial discrimination in the administration
of capital punishment. The case currently marks the last time that the Supreme
Court had a realistic chance of completelystriking down capital punishment. As
such, the case also marked a turning point in the death penalty debate in the
country. Going back nearly four centuries, this book connects McCleskey's life and
crime to the issues that have haunted the American death penalty debate since
the first executions by early settlers through the modern twenty-first century death
penalty. Imprisoned by the Past ties together three uniqueAmerican stories. First,
the book considers the changing American death penalty across centuries where
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drastic changes have occurred in the last fifty years. Second, the book discusses
the role that race played in that history. And third, the book tells the story of
Warren McCleskey and how his lifeand legal case brought together the other two
narratives.

The American Way of Birth
An award-winning journalist traces her 2009 immersion into the national food
system to explore issues about how working-class Americans can afford to eat as
they should, describing how she worked as a farm laborer, Wal-Mart grocery clerk
and Applebee's expediter while living within the means of each job. 25,000 first
printing.

Remember Me
DIVCultural study of the development of sound technology in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries from telephones and stethoscopes to record players./div

The Modern Art of Dying
The death penalty arouses our passions as does few other issues. Some view
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taking another person's life as just and reasonable punishment while others see it
as an inhumane and barbaric act. But the intensity of feeling that capital
punishment provokes often obscures its long and varied history in this country.
Now, for the first time, we have a comprehensive history of the death penalty in
the United States. Law professor Stuart Banner tells the story of how, over four
centuries, dramatic changes have taken place in the ways capital punishment has
been administered and experienced. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
the penalty was standard for a laundry list of crimes--from adultery to murder,
from arson to stealing horses. Hangings were public events, staged before
audiences numbering in the thousands, attended by women and men, young and
old, black and white alike. Early on, the gruesome spectacle had explicitly religious
purposes--an event replete with sermons, confessions, and last minute
penitence--to promote the salvation of both the condemned and the crowd.
Through the nineteenth century, the execution became desacralized, increasingly
secular and private, in response to changing mores. In the twentieth and twentyfirst centuries, ironically, as it has become a quiet, sanitary, technological
procedure, the death penalty is as divisive as ever. By recreating what it was like
to be the condemned, the executioner, and the spectator, Banner moves beyond
the debates, to give us an unprecedented understanding of capital punishment's
many meanings. As nearly four thousand inmates are now on death row, and
almost one hundred are currently being executed each year, the furious debate is
unlikely to diminish. The Death Penalty is invaluable in understanding the
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American way of the ultimate punishment. Table of Contents: Abbreviations
Introduction 1. Terror, Blood, and Repentance 2. Hanging Day 3. Degrees of Death
4. The Origins of Opposition 5. Northern Reform, Southern Retention 6. Into the Jail
Yard 7. Technological Cures 8. Decline 9. To the Supreme Court 10. Resurrection
Epilogue Appendix: Counting Executions Notes Acknowledgments Index Reviews of
this book: [Banner] deftly balances history and politics, crafting a book that will be
valuable to anyone interested in knowing more about capital punishment, no
matter what his or her views are on the ethical issues surrounding the topic.
--David Pitt, Booklist Reviews of this book: In this well-researched and clear
accountBanner charts how and why this country went from having one of the
world's mildest punitive systems to one of its harshest. --Publishers Weekly
Reviews of this book: Stuart Banner's book is fine and balanced and important. His
lucid history of this grim subject is scrupulously accurateIt is refreshingly free of
the tendentiousness and the sensationalism that this subject invites. --Richard A.
Posner, New Republic Reviews of this book: [The] contrast between the past and
the present can now be seen with great clarity thanks toStuart Banner and his
comprehensive book, The Death PenaltyAmerican historians have been slow to
undertake anything like a full-scale study of the subjectBanner's book does much
to fill [the gaps]. His book is an important and comprehensivetreatment of the
topic. --Hugo Adam Bedau, Boston Review Reviews of this book: Despite the
gruesome nature of the book's topic, it is difficult to stop reading. Banner's
research is fascinating, his writing style compelling. Given the emotional nature of
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the subject (few people known to me are wishy-washy about whether the death
penalty is moral or immoral), Banner walks the line of neutrality skillfully, without
seeming evasive. --Steve Weinberg, Legal Times Reviews of this book: Stuart
Banner's The Death Penalty is a tour de force, remarkable for its neutrality as it
traces the ways in which the death penalty has been applied, and for what kinds of
crimes, from the Colonial era to the present. Bannerwrites like a historian who
believes perspective is best gained by dispassionately setting out what happened
and letting everyone come to his or her own conclusions. I think, in this book, that
works wonderfully. On a subject in which emotions run so high, it seems awfully
useful to have a dispassionate voice. After all, if Banner allowed his own feelings
on the death penalty--pro, con or somewhere in the middle--to be known, the book
easily could be dismissed as a diatribe. He doesn't, and it can't. --Judith Neuman
Beck, San Jose Mercury News Reviews of this book: Law professor Banneroffers a
persuasive examination of the evolution of capital punishment from Colonial times
onward. He makes clear that the death penalty has possessed generally consistent
support from the US populace, although changes in the sensibilities of juries,
executioners, legal theoreticians, and judges have occurredHighly recommended.
--R. C. Cottrell, Choice Reviews of this book: Stuart Banner aptly illustrates in The
Death Penalty, like the nation, the death penalty has changed with the
timesBanner's account spotlights a number of interesting trends in American
historyMostly evenhanded in the tour he provides through the history of the death
penalty and its role in and reflection of American society, he has managed to
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provide an accessible look at what is a profoundly controversial and complicated
subject. --Steven Martinovich, Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel Reviews of this book:
"For centuries," Stuart Banner tells us, "Americans had been proud to possess a
criminal-justice system that made less use of the death penalty than just about any
other place on the globe, including the countries of western Europe." But no
longer. Now we possess "one of the harshest criminal codes in the world." The
Death Penalty helps explain that turnaround, but only in the course of a
complicated story in which different factors emerge at different times to play often
unforeseeable roles[This is a] superbly told history. --Paul Rosenberg, Denver Post
and Rocky Mountain News Reviews of this book: Stuart Banner's lucid, richly
researched book brings us, for the first time, a comprehensive history of American
capital punishment from colonial times to the present. He describes the practices
that characterized the institution at different periods, elucidates their ritual
purposes and social meanings, and identifies the forces that led to their
transformation. The book's well-ordered narrative is interspersed with individual
case histories, that give flesh and blood to the account. --David Garland, Times
Literary Supplement Reviews of this book: [An] informative, even-handed, chillingly
fascinating account of why and how the U.S. government and many state
governments decided to sponsor executions of criminals--even though innocent
defendants might die, too. --Jane Henderson, St. Louis Post-Dispatch Reviews of
this book: Stuart Banner's The Death Penalty is a splendidly objective
achievement. Delightfully written, free of academic pretense, liberally sprinkled
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with apt references from contemporary sources, the book exhaustively explores
the multifaceted evolution of America's penal practices. --Elsbeth Bothe, Baltimore
Sun The Death Penalty is certain to be the definitive account of the American
experience with capital punishment, from its beginnings in the seventeenth
century, to the execution of Timothy McVeigh in 2001. This is a first rate piece of
scholarship: well written, deeply researched, fascinating to read, and full of
insights and good common sense. It is, in my view, one of the finest books to deal
with this troubled and troubling subject. Historical and legal scholarship owe a debt
of gratitude to Stuart Banner. --Lawrence Friedman, Stanford Law School A
masterful book. This is a long overdue account which fills a huge gap in our
understanding of America's long and complex relationship to state killing. With
meticulous scholarship and lucid prose, Banner has written a compelling account of
the place of capital punishment in our society. It sets the standard for all future
scholarship on the history of the death penalty in America. --Austin Sarat, author of
When the State Kills: Capital Punishment and the American Condition The Death
Penalty, a study we have badly needed, is the first history of the nation's
engagement--as well as its disengagement--with capital punishment from the
country's earliest days to the present. With a sure grasp of the constitutional
issues, Stuart Banner greatly advances a conversation at last underway about the
rightness of putting people to death for having inflicted a death. Banner's greatest
and most useful feat is remaining dispassionate on a subject that he cares deeply
about--as do a growing number of his fellow Americans. --William S. McFeely,
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author of Proximity to Death The Death Penalty beautifully explains the changing
paths traveled by supporters and opponents of capital punishment over the years.
It explores a subject of enormous symbolic importance to Americans today, linking
our views about the death penalty to our larger concerns about crime. --David
Oshinsky, author of "Worse Than Slavery": Parchman Farm and the Ordeal of Jim
Crow Justice Banner's book is a superbly detailed and textured social history of a
subject too often treated in legal abstractions. It demonstrates how capital
punishment has gnawed at the conscience and imagination of Americans, and how
it has challenged their efforts to define themselves culturally, politically, and
racially. --Robert Weisberg, Stanford Law School

Imprisoned by the Past
DEATH, AMERICAN STYLE: A CULTURAL HISTORY OF DYING IN AMERICA is the first
comprehensive cultural history to explore America’s uneasy relationship with death
over the past century.

Amusing Ourselves to Death
Funeral expenses in the United States average more than $10,000. And every year
conventional funerals bury millions of tons of wood, concrete, and metals, as well
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as millions of gallons of carcinogenic embalming fluid. There is a better way, and
Elizabeth Fournier, affectionately dubbed the "Green Reaper"; walks you through
it, step-by-step. She provides comprehensive and compassionate guidance,
covering everything from green burial planning and home funeral basics to legal
guidelines and outside-the-box options, such as burials at sea. Fournier points the
way to green burial practices that consider both the environmental well-being of
the planet and the economic well-being of loved ones.

Poison Penmanship
Thirty years after its publication, The Death and Life of Great American Cities was
described by The New York Times as "perhaps the most influential single work in
the history of town planning.[It] can also be seen in a much larger context. It is first
of all a work of literature; the descriptions of street life as a kind of ballet and the
bitingly satiric account of traditional planning theory can still be read for pleasure
even by those who long ago absorbed and appropriated the book's arguments."
Jane Jacobs, an editor and writer on architecture in New York City in the early
sixties, argued that urban diversity and vitality were being destroyed by powerful
architects and city planners. Rigorous, sane, and delightfully epigrammatic,
Jacobs's small masterpiece is a blueprint for the humanistic management of cities.
It is sensible, knowledgeable, readable, indispensable. The author has written a
new foreword for this Modern Library edition.
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Inventing the American Way of Death, 1830-1920
Death and the American South is an edited collection of twelve never-beforepublished essays, featuring leading senior scholars as well as influential up-andcoming historians. The contributors use a variety of methodological approaches for
their research and explore different parts of the South and varying themes in
history.

The American Way of Death
Reveals the change in Western man's conception and acceptance of death as
evidenced in customs, literature, and art since medieval times.

The Green Burial Guidebook
A scholarly study which focuses on a single aspect of Puritan culture.

The Audible Past
This provocative book shows how and in what circumstances Americans give birth.
It is not about the miracle of life, but about the role of money and politics in a
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lucrative industry; a saga of champagne birthing suites for the rich, and desperate
measures for the poor. It is a colorful history -- from the torture and burning of
midwives in medieval times, through the absurd pretensions of the modest
Victorian age, to this century1s vast succession of anesthetic, technological, and
3natural2 birthing fashions. And it is a comprehensive indictment of the politics of
birth and national health. Explores conventional and alternative methods.

American Afterlife
Death, American Style
A New York Times and Los Angeles Times Bestseller “Doughty chronicles [death]
practices with tenderheartedness, a technician’s fascination, and an unsentimental
respect for grief.” —Jill Lepore, The New Yorker Fascinated by our pervasive fear of
dead bodies, mortician Caitlin Doughty embarks on a global expedition to discover
how other cultures care for the dead. From Zoroastrian sky burials to wish-granting
Bolivian skulls, she investigates the world’s funerary customs and expands our
sense of what it means to treat the dead with dignity. Her account questions the
rituals of the American funeral industry—especially chemical embalming—and
suggests that the most effective traditions are those that allow mourners to
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personally attend to the body of the deceased. Exquisitely illustrated by artist
Landis Blair, From Here to Eternity is an adventure into the morbid unknown, a
fascinating tour through the unique ways people everywhere confront mortality.

Death in Early America
“Decca” Mitford lived a larger-than-life life: born into the British aristocracy—one of
the famous (and sometimes infamous) Mitford sisters—she ran away to Spain
during the Spanish Civil War with her cousin Esmond Romilly, Winston Churchill’s
nephew, then came to America, became a tireless political activist and a member
of the Communist Party, and embarked on a brilliant career as a memoirist and
muckraking journalist (her funeral-industry exposé, The American Way of Death,
became an instant classic). She was a celebrated wit, a charmer, and throughout
her life a prolific and passionate writer of letters—now gathered here. Decca’s
correspondence crackles with irreverent humor and mischief, and with acute
insight into human behavior (and misbehavior) that attests to her generous
experience of the worlds of politics, the arts, journalism, publishing, and high and
low society. Here is correspondence with everyone from Katharine Graham and
George Jackson, Betty Friedan, Miss Manners, Julie Andrews, Maya Angelou, Harry
Truman, and Hillary Rodham Clinton to Decca’s sisters the Duchess of Devonshire
and the novelist Nancy Mitford, her parents, her husbands, her children, and her
grandchildren. In a profile of J.K. Rowling, The Daily Telegraph (UK), said, “Her
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favorite drink is gin and tonic, her least favorite food, trip. Her heroine is Jessica
Mitford.” From the Hardcover edition.

Hons and Rebels
On title page: The history and folklore of customs and superstitions of early
medicine, funerals, burials, and mourning.

Comic Book Crime
Examines the ways in which television has transformed public discourse--in
politics, education, religion, science, and elsewhere--into a form of entertainment
that undermines exposition, explanation and knowledge, in a special anniversary
edition of the classic critique of the influence of the mass media on a democratic
society. Reprint.

The Death of the American Death Penalty
New York Times Bestseller Winner of the 2019 Goodreads Choice Award for
Science & Technology Best-selling author and mortician Caitlin Doughty answers
real questions from kids about death, dead bodies, and decomposition. Every day,
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funeral director Caitlin Doughty receives dozens of questions about death. The best
questions come from kids. What would happen to an astronaut’s body if it were
pushed out of a space shuttle? Do people poop when they die? Can Grandma have
a Viking funeral? In Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs?, Doughty blends her mortician’s
knowledge of the body and the intriguing history behind common misconceptions
about corpses to offer factual, hilarious, and candid answers to thirty-five
distinctive questions posed by her youngest fans. In her inimitable voice, Doughty
details lore and science of what happens to, and inside, our bodies after we die.
Why do corpses groan? What causes bodies to turn colors during decomposition?
And why do hair and nails appear longer after death? Readers will learn the best
soil for mummifying your body, whether you can preserve your best friend’s skull
as a keepsake, and what happens when you die on a plane. Beautifully illustrated
by Dianné Ruz, Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs? shows us that death is science and
art, and only by asking questions can we begin to embrace it.
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