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Seeds of Destruction
The first-ever biography of the perpetrator of the Centralia and Baxter Springs
Massacres, as well as innumerable atrocities during the Civil War in the West.

Cold War Letters
Sara Labriola is a married woman haunted by the shattering secrets of her
past—and terrified of the future. Tired of living in fear—and knowing that if she
stays in her marriage she'll be killed—Sara decides to do the only thing she can:
she makes herself disappear. One afternoon, without telling a soul, she packs a
single suitcase and leaves her life in Long Island behind. In New York City, she will
reinvent herself. She will change her identity, and maybe even get the happy
ending she's always dreamed of. But that dream is about to become a nightmare
when her father-in-law decides to make her pay for abandoning his son. Leo
Labriola runs his modest but lucrative criminal organization like he does his
family—with unspeakable brutality and zero tolerance for disobedience. He's
determined to teach Sara a lesson and he'll stop at nothing to do it. Now six
differently desperate and dangerous men—each with the power to destroy
her—are on Sara's trail. But none of them suspect that the woman they are
seeking has a dangerous secret of her own. For Sara is leading all of them down a
path of private demons, past sins, and the deadliest peril.

Hélène Cixous, Rootprints
The Social Thought of Thomas Merton
For twenty-seven years, renowned and beloved monk Thomas Merton (1915-1968)
belonged to Our Lady of Gethsemani, a Trappist monastery established in 1848
amid the hills and valleys near Bardstown, Kentucky. In Thomas Merton's
Gethsemani, dramatic black-and-white photographs by Harry L. Hinkle and artful
text by Merton scholar Monica Weis converge in a unique experience for lovers of
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Merton. Hinkle was allowed unprecedented access to many areas inside the
monastery and on its grounds that are generally restricted. His photographs invite
the reader to experience the various knobs, lakes, woods, and hermitages Merton
sought out for times of solitude and contemplation and for reading and writing.
These unique images, each accompanied by a passage from Merton's writings,
evoke personal reflection and a deeper understanding of how and why Merton
came to recognize himself as a part of his Kentucky landscape. Woven throughout
the book, Weis's text explores Merton's fascination with nature not only at
Gethsemani, but during his early childhood, throughout his spiritual conversion to
Roman Catholicism, and while a member of the Trappist community. She examines
how Merton's lifelong interaction with nature subtly revealed and informed his
profound spiritual experiences and his writing about contemplation. Thomas
Merton's Gethsemani replicates Merton's path on his solitary hikes in the woods
and conveys the wonder of the landscapes that inspired him.

Disputed Questions
"Published for the first time in book form, this collection of 111 letters from Thomas
Merton to friends, activists, artists, and intellectuals was written between October
1961 and October 1962. As the world seemed to tumble toward a nuclear
apocalypse, Merton sought to create a community of concern that might raise a
moral counterweight to the forces of fear and destruction."--BOOK JACKET.

Thoughts In Solitude
Free renderings of selections from the works of Chuang-tzŭ, taken from various
translations.

Bread in the Wilderness (New Directions Classic)
This new edition traces the evolution of Thomas Merton's social thought,
particularly as it evolved toward a way of nonviolence and peacemaking grounded
in contemplation and Christian love. It identifies the social context that shaped
Merton, including civil rights and racism, the Vietnam War, and a growing nuclear
threat. And it explores the religious influences and experiences that shaped
Merton, including Catholic social teaching--particularly Pope John XXIII's encyclical
letterPacem in Terris(Peace on Earth)--the words and actions of Mahatma Gandhi
and Martin Luther King Jr., the practice of contemplation and Zen, and Merton's
own life as a Trappist monk.

Thomas Merton's Gethsemani
In essays on monasticism and contemporary spirituality, Father Merton explores
philosophical questions concerning human and religious solitude, the spiritual life
of modern man, and the individual's relation to the total social order

The Ascent to Truth
Thomas Merton's final testament as a poet is his most ambitious long work and a
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remarkable poetic achievement.

Henry Miller on Writing
A compendium of spiritual guidance in a beautiful special edition. “Every moment
and every event in every man’s life on Earth plants something in his soul,” wrote
Thomas Merton. A Trappist monk, Merton was both a poet and a theologian who
pondered monastic life. He was praised for his meditations and conversations with
God, as well as interfatith dialogue, tolerance, and non-violent activism during the
Civil Rights Movement and Vietnam War. On Christian Contemplation, edited by
Merton scholar Paul Pearson, is a collection of the great monk’s work, compiled
into a gift-size edition. With poems, reflections, and social commentary, this is the
perfect book to nurture the spirit of faith and duty guided by one of the twentieth
century’s leading voices of theology and social justice.

The Alchemy of Air
Essays, meditations, parables, and verse offer insights into the absurdities and
disorders of the modern world, the human crisis, and the benefits of Christian hope

A Walk Across the Sun
SSuggests that John F. Kennedy was assassinated because military leaders feared
his dedication to peace would result in the United States falling to Russia

JFK and the Unspeakable
Thomas Merton: Social Critic organizes and critically analyzes the social thought of
the Cistercian monk who has become an internationally known symbol of the
spiritual element in man. The author evaluated all of Merton's writings, published
and unpublished, then discussed his interpretations with Merton personally. The
result is a perceptive relation of Merton's social thought to its genesis in his own
life experiences and contemplation, a faithful rendering of Merton's thought on the
problems of our time. Merton, the author makes clear, called for a spiritual, social,
and religious union. It was a poetic and sometimes unimplemented solution to
alienation and division, a valid and authentic, if at times limited, response to the
contemporary chaos. This study will be greeted by a strong reaction from
Mertonians everywhere.

Peril
This collection of his prose writings reveals the extent to which Thomas Merton
moved from the other-worldly devotion of his earlier work to a direct, deeply
engaged, often militant concern with the critical situation of man in the world. Here
this concern finds expression in poetic irony and in meditations intentionally dour.
In these brief, challenging pieces, Father Merton does not offer consolation or easy
remedies. He looks candidly and without illusions at the world of his time. Though
he sees dark horizons, his ultimate answer is one of Christian hope. To vary the
perspective, he writes in many forms, using parable and myth, the essay and the
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meditation, satire and manifesto, prose poetry and even adaptations from a
medieval Arab mystic (Ibn Abbad) to humanize and dramatic his philosophical
themes. The themes of Raids on the Unspeakable are as old as the myths of
Prometheus and Atlas, and as timely as the human evils of today. They range from
the "Message" written for an international congress of poets to the beautiful yet
disturbing Christmas meditation, "The Time of the End Is the Time of No Room."
And there are essays inspired by the world of three significant contemporary
writers: Flannery O'Connor, the French novelist Julien Green, and the playwright
Eugene Ionesco. A number of Father Merton's own drawings are also included in
the book—not as "illustrations," but as "signatures" or :"abstract writings," which
stand in their own right as another personal statement.

Angelic Mistakes
This is a book on how to read the essay, one that demonstrates how reading is
inextricably tied to the art of writing. It aims to treat the essay with the close
attention that has been given to other literary genres, and in doing so it suggests
the beauty and depth of the form as a whole. At once personal appreciations and
acute critical assessments, the pieces collected here broaden our perspective on
the essay as a major literary art, tracing its history from William Hazlitt to Joan
Didion.

Thomas Merton
Thomas Merton
"This is quintessential Merton."—The Catholic Review. "The moment of takeoff was
ecstaticjoy. We left the ground—I with Christian mantras and a great sense of
destiny, of being at last on my true way after years of waiting and wondering" With
these words, dated October 15. 1968, the late Father Thomas Merton recorded the
beginning of his fateful journey to the Orient. His travels led him from Bangkok,
through India to Ceylon, and back again to Bangkok for his scheduled talk at a
conference of Asian monastic orders. There he unequivocally reaffirmed his
Christian vocation. His last journal entry was made on December 8, 1968, two days
before his untimely, accidental death. Amply illustrated with photographs he
himself took along the way and fully indexed, the book also contains a glossary of
Asian religious terms, a preface by the Indian scholar Amiya Chakravarty, a
foreword and postscript by Brother Patrick Hart of the Abbey of Gethsemani, as
well as several appendices, among them the text of Merton's final address.

The Wisdom of the Desert
An essential compendium for understanding Gandhi's profound legacy. "One has to
speak out and stand up for one's convictions. Inaction at a time of conflagration is
inexcusable."—Mahatma Gandhi The basic principles of Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolence (Ahimsa) and non-violent action (Satyagraha) were chosen by Thomas
Merton for this volume in 1965. In his challenging Introduction, "Gandhi and the
One-Eyed Giant," Merton emphasizes the importance of action rather than mere
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pacifism as a central component of non-violence, and illustrates how the
foundations of Gandhi's universal truths are linked to traditional Hindu Dharma, the
Greek philosophers, and the teachings of Christ and Thomas Aquinas. Educated as
a Westerner in South Africa, it was Gandhi's desire to set aside the caste system as
well as his political struggles in India which led him to discover the dynamic power
of non-cooperation. But, non-violence for Gandhi "was not simply a political tactic,"
as Merton observes: "the spirit of non-violence sprang from an inner realization of
spiritual unity in himself." Gandhi's politics of spiritual integrity have influenced
generations of people around the world, as well as civil rights leaders from Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Steve Biko to Václav Havel and Aung San Suu Kyi. Mark
Kurlansky has written an insightful preface for this edition that touches upon the
history of non-violence and reflects the core of Gandhi's spiritual and ethical
doctrine in the context of current global conflicts.

The Geography of Lograire
Private Jacob Murray, a twenty-six-year-old Pennsylvanian volunteer in the ranks of
George Washington’s Virginia Provincial Militia, is scouting the dense, almost
impassable Ohio Valley wilderness in May 1754. Together with his twin brother,
Israel, and two Mingo warriors, Jacob searches for a party of French troops
encroaching on British soil. Back at home, Murray’s wife, Maggie, and their four
children carve out a meager existence until a group of French and Huron war
parties raid their small farm. Taken captive, they are unsure if they will live to see
their husband and father again. With word spreading that French-backed Huron
raiding parties are decimating the Pennsylvania countryside and taking white
captives, young Major Washington, Murray, and a French officer bent on revenge
are destined to cross paths. As three hostile powers continue to vie for control of
the coveted Ohio Valley, a war soon begins that will engulf them all. The Gauntlet
Runner tells a tale of fractured lives, broken treaties, and the stark realities of the
struggles faced by early American settlers as they risk their lives to cultivate the
young, formidable nation.

Gandhi on Non-Violence
Daniel Horan, O.F.M., popular author of Dating God and other books on Franciscan
themes—and expert on the spirituality of Thomas Merton—masterfully presents the
untold story of how the most popular saint in Christian history inspired the most
popular spiritual writer of the twentieth century, and how together they can inspire
a new generation of Christians. Millions of Christians and non-Christians look to
Thomas Merton for spiritual wisdom and guidance, but to whom did Merton look? In
The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton, Franciscan friar and author Daniel Horan
shows how, both before and after he became a Trappist monk, Merton’s life was
shaped by his love for St. Francis and for the Franciscan spiritual and intellectual
tradition. Given recent renewed interest in St. Francis, this timely resource is both
informative and practical, revealing a previously hidden side of Merton that will
inspire a new generation of Christians to live richer, deeper, and more justiceminded lives of faith.

The Asian Journal of Thomas Merton
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In the 1960s, author and Catholic monk Thomas Merton produced a body of
abstract artwork that reflected his personal exploration of spirituality and served
as a visual companion to his intellectual writings. This revealing book presents an
attractive portfolio of 34 of Merton's pieces, each accompanied by selections of his
own writing.

The Franciscan Heart of Thomas Merton
Helene Cixous is undoubtedly one of the most brilliant and innovative
contemporary thinkers. Published here in English for the first time Helene Cixous,
Rootprints is an ideal introduction to Cixous's theory and her fiction, tracing her
development as a writer and intellectual whose remarkable prespicacity and
electrifying poetic force are known world-wide. Unprecedented in its form and
content this collection breaks new ground in the theory and practice of
auto/biography. Cixous's creative reflections on the past provide occasion for
scintillating forays into the future. The text includes: * an extended interview
between Cixous and Calle-Gruber, exploring Cixous's creative and intellectual
processes * a revealing collection of photographs taken from Cixous's family
album, set against a poetic reflection by the author * selections from Cixous's
private notebooks * a contribution by Jacques Derrida * original 'thing-pieces' by
Calle-Gruber.

On Christian Contemplation
A cry that touches our hearts and awakens our desire to help--in some way--the
hundreds of thousands of children around the world who are at risk. Overwhelmed
by poverty, war, hunger, and separation from family, they are not allowed to be
children. They carry guns, they sell themselves to buy food, they live on the
streets.
Donald Dunson tells the stories of our children from New Orleans to the Sudan.
Each chapter profiles three or four individuals as it probes an issue affecting the
worlds children including hunger and poverty, war and sexual exploitation,
homelessness and the need for love.
No Room At the Table concludes with a list of resources for involvement and
action. It is an eye--and heart--opening work.

No Room at the Table
A distinguished Merton scholar fully explores the inner life of perhaps the bestknown writer on prayer and the most popular commentator on modern religion and
spirituality of the twentieth century. Original.

Understanding the Essay
Discusses Blake, Joyce, Pasternak, Faulkner, Styron, O'Connor, Camus, symbolism,
creativity, alienation, comtemplation, and freedom

The Literary Essays of Thomas Merton
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Thomas Merton (1915-1968) is one of the foremost spiritual thinkers of the
twentieth century. Though he lived a mostly solitary existence as a Trappist monk,
he had a dynamic impact on world affairs through his writing. An outspoken
proponent of the antiwar and civil rights movements, he was both hailed as a
prophet and castigated for his social criticism. He was also unique among religious
leaders in his embrace of Eastern mysticism, positing it as complementary to the
Western sacred tradition. Merton is the author of over forty books of poetry,
essays, and religious writing, including Mystics and Zen Masters, and The Seven
Story Mountain, for which he is best known. His work continues to be widely read
to this day.

The Gauntlet Runner
Corban Addison's debut novel, A Walk Across the Sun, made waves when it was
first published, called "pulse-revving with a serious message," by O, the Oprah
magazine. John Grisham said, "Addison has written a novel that is beautiful in its
story and also important in its message. A Walk Across The Sun deserves a wide
audience." A trained lawyer committed to the cause of advancing international
human rights and abolishing modern slavery, Addison has written a novel that
enlightens while it entertains; A Walk Across the Sun brings together three of
Addison's great passions--storytelling, human rights, and the world's many
cultures. Ahalya Ghai and her younger sister Sita are as close as sisters can be. But
when a tsunami rips through their coastal village, their home is swept away, and
the sisters are the sole survivors of their family. Destitute, their only hope is to find
refuge at a convent many miles away. A driver agrees to take them. But the
moment they get into that car their fate is sealed. The two sisters--confused, alone,
totally reliant on each other--are sold. On the other side of the world, Washington
lawyer Thomas Clarke is struggling to cope after the death of his baby daughter
and the collapse of his marriage. He takes a sabbatical from his high-pressure job
and accepts a position with the Bombay branch of an international anti-trafficking
group. Thomas is now on a desperate path to try and save not only himself and his
marriage, but also the lives of the two sisters. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Raids on the Unspeakable
The complete and unedited edition of Thomas Merton's famous autobiography, one
of the greatest works of spiritual pilgrimage ever written.

Witness to Freedom
Born in 1915 in France to artists—an American mother with Quaker roots from New
York, and a New Zealand-born father—Thomas Merton would become one of the
twentieth century’s most influential spiritual leaders. Baptized as a Catholic at age
twenty-six, he joined a Trappist monastery near Louisville a year later. From that
point on, his spiritual side exploded into a tsunami of directions—Eastern
Orthodoxy, Judaism, Islam, Taoism, Buddhism, Hinduism, and more. At age thirtythree, he became a best-selling author, beginning with his autobiography, The
Seven Storey Mountain. He corresponded with Nobel Prize laureates and other
literary and political luminaries. His public opposition to the Vietnam War assured
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his worldwide celebrity. In late 1968, at the peak of his popularity, Merton died in
Thailand after addressing a conference of Western Christian monks and nurses
stationed in Asia. For decades it was thought that, wet from a shower, he was
electrocuted by a faulty standing fan. But for a growing number of his admirers
there were dark suspicions that he might well have been assassinated by those
who feared his antiwar message. In 2013 the author and his wife Sharon retraced
Merton’s last days in Thailand. This book tells what they learned.”

Selected Poems of Thomas Merton
The author of The Seven Storey Mountain explores the mysticism of Saint John of
the Cross. The only thing that can save the world from complete moral collapse is a
spiritual revolution. . . . The desire for unworldliness, detachment, and union with
God is the most fundamental expression of this revolutionary spirit. In Ascent to
Truth, author and Trappist Monk Thomas Merton makes an impassioned case for
the importance of contemplation. Drawing on a range of thinkers—from Carl Jung
to Pope Pius XII—Merton defines the nature of contemplative experience and
shows how the Christian mysticism of sixteenth-century Spanish Carmelite Saint
John of the Cross offers essential answers to our disquieting and troubling times.
“For any who have the desire to look into meditation and contemplation . . . this is
the book for which they have waited.” —New York Herald Tribune Book Review
“For those who may be curious about mysticism, and for those who may be called
to a life of contemplation, this is an excellent book.” —Catholic World

The Seven Storey Mountain
Poet, Trappist monk, religious philosopher, translator, social critic: the late Thomas
Merton was all these things. This classic selection from his great body of poetry
affords a comprehensive view of his varied and progressively innovative work.
Selected by Mark Van Doren and James Laughlin, this slim volume is now available
again as a wonderful showcase of Thomas Merton’s splendid poetry.

Bloody Bill Anderson
In print for more than forty years, New Seeds of Contemplation has served as a
guide to the contemplative life for several generations of spiritual seekers. The
word contemplation is itself somewhat problematical, according to Thomas Merton:
"It can become almost a magic word, or if not magic, then 'inspirational,' which is
almost as bad." In this modern Christian classic, Merton reveals contemplation to
be nothing other than "life itself, fully awake, fully active, fully aware that it is
alive." The thirty-nine short "seeds" that make up this book are intended to
awaken and cultivate the contemplative, mystical dimension of the spiritual path
for everyone. New Seeds of Contemplation is a revised and expanded version of
Merton's earlier book Seeds of Contemplation.

Ishi Means Man
Thoughtful and eloquent, as timely (or timeless) now as when it was originally
published in 1956, Thoughts in Solitude addresses the pleasure of a solitary life, as
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well as the necessity for quiet reflection in an age when so little is private. Thomas
Merton writes: "When society is made up of men who know no interior solitude it
can no longer be held together by love: and consequently it is held together by a
violent and abusive authority. But when men are violently deprived of the solitude
and freedom which are their due, the society in which they live becomes putrid, it
festers with servility, resentment and hate." Thoughts in Solitude stands alongside
The Seven Storey Mountain as one of Merton's most uring and popular works.
Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk, is perhaps the foremost spiritual thinker of the
twentiethcentury. His diaries, social commentary, and spiritual writings continue to
be widely read after his untimely death in 1968.

Thomas Merton Meets the Unspeakable
Witness to Freedom is the fifth and final volume in the extraordinary
correspondence of "one of the most original and challenging minds of the midtwentieth century" (John Tracy Ellis, The New York Times Book Review). Dramatic
and revealing, these letters deal with periods of serious crisis in Thomas Merton's
life and vocation, giving readers, in his own words, the details and behind-thescene facts of his personal struggles as well as his lifelong commitment to peace.
This remarkable collection includes the unpublished "Cold War Letters" (as well as
a complete list of the series), with Merton's original preface, which confirms their
continuing relevance in the cause of peace. There are letters to ecologist Rachel
Carson; artist and type designer Victor Hammer; Merton's friend and agent Naomi
Burton Stone; his teacher Mark Van Doren; the Canadian philosopher Leslie
Dewart; the French Arabic scholar Louis Massignon; and other famous as well as
unknown correspondents. There is a courageous open letter to the American
hierarchy on the issue of war. Witness to Freedom shows Merton as a living witness
against war, perhaps one of the greatest of our century.

The Way of Chuang Tzu
A profile of pioneering scientists Fritz Haber and Carl Bosch describes their seminal
discovery of a way to pull nitrogen out of the air to create synthetic fertilizer, a
process that offered a solution to the critical food shortage confronting a growing
global population but also led to the development of the gunpowder and explosives
that killed millions during the World Wars. 30,000 first printing.

Raids on the Unspeakable
Some of the most rewarding pages in Henry Miller's books concern his selfeducation as a writer. He tells, as few great writers ever have, how he set his
goals, how he discovered the excitement of using words, how the books he read
influenced him, and how he learned to draw on his own experience.

New Seeds of Contemplation
In Faith and Violence, Thomas Merton offers concrete and pungent social criticisms
grounded in prophetic faith about such issues as Vietnam, racism, violence, and
war.
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Faith and Violence
In 1948, at the dawn of his country's independence, Mohandas Gandhi, father of
the Indian independence movement and a beloved prophet of nonviolence, was
assassinated by Hindu nationalists. In riveting detail, author James W. Douglass
shows as he previously did with the story of JFK how police and security forces
were complicit in the assassination and how in killing one man, they hoped to
destroy his vision of peace, nonviolence, and reconciliation. Gandhi had long
anticipated and prepared for this fate. In reviewing the little-known story of his
early "experiments in truth" in South Africa the laboratory for Gandhi's philosophy
of satyagraha, or truth force Douglass shows how early he confronted and
overcame the fear of death. And, as with his account of JFK's death, he shows why
this story matters: what we can learn from Gandhi's truth in the struggle for peace
and reconciliation today.

Prometheus, a Meditation
The Psalms, which Thomas Merton called "one of the most valid forms of prayer for
men of all time," are the most significant and influential collection of religious
poems ever written, summing up the theology of the Old Testament and serving as
daily nourishment for the devout. Bread in the Wilderness sets forth Merton's belief
that "the Psalms acquire, for those who know how to enter into them, a surprising
depth, a marvelous and inexhaustible actuality. They are bread, miraculously
provided by Christ, to feed those who have followed Him into the wilderness."
Merton's goal in this moving book is to help the reader enter into the Psalms: "The
secret is placed in the hands of each Christian. It only needs to be discovered and
fulfilled in our own lives." The new ND Classic edition of Bread in the Wilderness
faithfully reproduces the beautiful, large-format original 1953 New Directions
books, created by the celebrated designer Alvin Lustig and lavishly illustrated
throughout with photographs of a remarkable medieval crucifix at Perpignan,
France.

Gandhi and the Unspeakable
The Wisdom of the Desert was one of Thomas Merton's favorites among his own
books—surely because he had hoped to spend his last years as a hermit. The
personal tones of the translations, the blend of reverence and humor so
characteristic of him, show how deeply Merton identified with the legendary
authors of these sayings and parables, the fourth-century Christian Fathers who
sought solitude and contemplation in the deserts of the Near East. The hermits of
Screte who turned their backs on a corrupt society remarkably like our own had
much in common with the Zen masters of China and Japan, and Father Merton
made his selection from them with an eye to the kind of impact produced by the
Zen mondo.
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