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The Liar
'A simply astonishing achievement. The quality, depth, emotional power and
terrifying honesty of Alan Davies's story-telling take the breath away' Stephen Fry
'This hugely affecting book is brave, insightful and, at times, funny about things it
is hard to be funny about' Jo Brand The story of a life built on sand. In the rain. In
this compelling memoir, comedian and actor Alan Davies recalls his boyhood with
vivid insight and devastating humour. Shifting between his 1970s upbringing and
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his life today, Davies moves poignantly from innocence to experience to the clarity
of hindsight, always with a keen sense of the absurd. From sibling dynamics, to his
voiceless, misunderstood progression through school, sexuality and humiliating
'accidents', Davies inhabits his younger mind with spectacular accuracy, sharply
evoking an era when Green Shield Stamps, Bob-a-Job week and Whizzer & Chips
loomed large, a bus fare was 2p - and children had little power in the face of adult
motivation. Here, there are often exquisitely tender recollections of the mother he
lost at six years old, of a bereaved family struggling to find its way, and the kicks
and confusion of adolescence. Through even the joyous and innocent memories,
the pain of Davies's lifelong grief and profound betrayal is unfiltered, searing and
beautifully articulated. Just Ignore Him is not only an autobiography, it is a
testament to a survivor's resilience and courage.

Soupy Twists!
Hello, I'm Stephen Fry. Now time for the first outing of a brand, spanking new
feature here on The Incomplete and Utter History of Classical Music putting some
unsuspecting figure in music under the spotlight.' In his Incomplete & Utter History
of Classical Music, Stephen Fry presents a potted and brilliantly rambling 700-year
history of classical music and the world as we know it. Along this musical journey
he casually throws in references to pretty much whatever takes his fancy, from the
Mongol invasion of Russia and Mr Khan (Genghis to his friends), the founding of the
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MCC, the Black Death (which once again became the new black in England), to the
heady revolutionary atmosphere of Mozart's Don Giovanni and the deep doo-doo
that Louis XVI got into (or 'du-du' as the French would say). It's all here - Ambrose
and early English plainsong, Bach, Mozart (beloved of mobile phones everywhere),
Beethoven, Debussy, Wagner (the old romantic), right up to the present day.
Entertaining and brilliantly written, this is a pretty reckless romp of a history
through classical music and much much more.

The Race
Spanning 1979-1987, The Fry Chronicles charts Stephen's arrival at Cambridge up
to his thirtieth birthday. 'Stretching from Fry's success at Cambridge, where he met
the comic love of his life, Hugh Laurie, to his first forays into television, this is one
of the funniest, most generous, most daring pieces of confessional writing
published in years. Most readers will want to close the book and give it a hug.'
Daily Telegraph 'Extremely enjoyable.' Sunday Times 'Fascinating. Perfect prose
and excruciating honesty. A grand reminiscence of college and theatre and
comedyland in the 1980s, with tone-perfect showbiz anecdotes, and genuine
readerly excitement. What Fry does, essentially, is tell us who he really is. A
painfully honest attempt to tear the mask aside . . . we are splendidly better for it.'
Observer 'Deliciously gossipy and very funny.' The Times 'Extraordinary,
affectionate, engaging, cunningly planned and so crammed with incidental
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delights. A joyus allegro vivace of infectious comic bravura . . . gives nothing but
pleasure. A delicious novel of rise and rise of a brilliant young man, which is filled
with such vivid background, such unerring social observation, so many wonderful
characters and such beguiling incident.' Guardian

How I Clawed My Way to the Middle
From the author of the internationally bestselling “supremely effective, cunningly
crafted” (The Providence Journal) thriller Traitor, a cerebral, suspenseful, and
“different kind of spy novel” (Kirkus Reviews) filled with high-stakes intrigue in
Israel’s top intelligence agency. After Ya’ara Stein is forced out of her job at the
Mossad—the secret intelligence service of Israel—the Prime Minister offers her a
classified job. Known for her aptitude, beauty, and deadliness, Stein is asked to set
up a secret unit that will act independently, answerable only to the Prime Minister.
This deadly team, filled with bright young men and women recruited and trained
by Stein, quickly faces threats both old and new. Descendants of the lethal militant
Red Army Faction have returned to terrorize Europe and fears of a radical Islam
splinter group force the unit to distinguish between facts and smoke screens. As
Stein’s cadets struggle to crush these threats, they soon discover how easily the
hunter can become the hunted. A dazzling, tension-filled novel that sheds light on
the world hidden just below the surface of our everyday lives, this
“multidimensional…authentic” (San Francisco Review of Books) thriller offers a
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peek behind the curtain of today’s deadliest conflicts. With breathless pacing and
shocking twists and turns, it proves that Jonathan de Shalit “has learned well from
the likes of Mr. le Carré” (The Wall Street Journal).

Revenge
By his early thirties, Stephen Fry—writer, comedian, star of stage and screen—had,
as they say, “made it.†? Much loved on British television, author of a critically
acclaimed and bestselling first novel, with a glamorous and glittering cast of
friends, he had more work than was perhaps good for him. As the ’80s drew to a
close, he began to burn the candle at both ends. Writing and recording by day, and
haunting a neverending series of celebrity parties, drinking dens, and poker games
by night, he was a high functioning addict. He was so busy, so distracted by the
high life, that he could hardly see the inevitable, headlong tumble that must surely
follow . . . Filled with raw, electric extracts from his diaries of the time, More Fool
Me is a brilliant, eloquent account by a man driven to create and to
entertain—revealing a side to him he has long kept hidden.

The Politics of Upheaval, 1935–1936
The year is 1989 and Mark Doty's life has reached a state of enviable equilibrium.
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His reputation as a poet of formidable talent is growing, he enjoys his work as a
college professor and, perhaps most importantly, he is deeply in love with his
partner of many years, Wally Roberts. The harmonious existence these two men
share is shattered, however, when they learn that Wally has tested positive for the
HIV virus. From diagnosis to the initial signs of deterioration to the heartbreaking
hour when Wally is released from his body's ruined vessel, Heaven's Coastis an
intimate chronicle of love, its hardships, and its innumerable gifts. We witness
Doty's passage through the deepest phase of grief -- letting his lover go while
keeping him firmly alive in memory and heart -- and, eventually beyond, to the
slow reawakening of the possibilities of pleasure. Part memoir, part journal, part
elegy for a life of rare communication and beauty, Heaven's Coast evinces the
same stunning honesty, resplendent descriptive power and rapt attention to the
physical landscape that has won Doty's poetry such attention and acclaim.

Last Chance To See
A delightful compendium of writings that perfectly express the wit and wisdom of
Stephen Fry. A hilarious collection of the many articles written by Stephen Fry for
magazines, newspapers and radio. It includes selected wireless essays of Donald
Trefusis, the ageing professor of philology brought to life in Fry's novel The Liar,
and the best of Fry's weekly column for the Daily Telegraph. Perfect to dip into but
just as enjoyable to read cover to cover, this book, perhaps more than any other,
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shows the breadth of Fry's interests and the depth of his insight. He remains a
hilarious writer on whatever topic he puts his mind to.

Planet Word
An irresistible novel by multi-talented Stephen Fry, author, film and television star,
playwright and newspaper columnist. "The spirits of Oscar Wilde and Evelyn
Waugh glower benignly over this very funny first novel . . . An ingenious plot filled
with surprises and glittering with hilarious, often indecent inventions."—The New
York Times Book Review "Transforms the sophomoric into the sophisticated."—Los
Angeles Times

More Fool Me
Protecting a woman aviator whose violent husband has already committed one
murder, Isaac Bell of the Van Dorn Detective Agency oversees the woman's
participation in a daring 1910 cross-country race, which is being sponsored by a
wealthy newspaper publisher.

Moab Is My Washpot
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There's this weird gap in life that's fuelled by cheap tacos and even cheaper
tequila - also known as our twenties. It's a specific limbo between being a teenager
and a Proper Adult, and though it's wildly confusing, often lonely, sometimes
embarrassing and frequently daunting, there's also a whole lot of magic to be
found in the chaos. It's a time when we're finding our own voices, cementing our
relationships and starting to fulfil our big ambitions (or simply just working out
what they are). Michelle Andrews and Zara McDonald, creators of the awardwinning pop culture podcast Shameless, are two of the many twentysomething
women trying to make sense of it all. They definitely don't have all the answers but
they know that mapping out our place in the world is a little bit easier when we do
it together. Brimming with wit and unflinching honesty, these are their stories and
personal puzzles about life as twentysomethings- from heartbreak and mental
health challenges to overcoming career setbacks and letting go of fear. (Not
forgetting the deeper meaning behind the states of their fridges and why it's so
damn good to ghost out of a friend's party.) Join Zara and Michelle as they figure
out who they are now and who they want to be. You just might find tiny pieces of
yourself in the space between the first page and the last.

Moab Is My Washpot
This first ever, officially authorised biography of Fry & Laurie takes us on their
journey from insecure Footlighters to international comedy heroes. It is the tale of
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a true friendship, a deep affection between two very funny men which has long
been reflected back from an adoring public. Jem Roberts, acclaimed chronicler of
Blackadder and The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, covers everything from the
excitement of being the first Perrier Award winners with The Cellar Tapes to the
terrors of performing on Saturday Live, the collaborative warfare of Blackadder and
the ultimate depiction of Wodehouse’s most inimitable characters, Jeeves &
Wooster. Beyond this, the trials and tribulations of their remarkable subsequent
separate career paths, from QI to House, will be explored for the first time. With
tantalising, never-before-seen titbits from the A Bit of Fry & Laurie archive, and
interviews with Emma Thompson, Richard Curtis, John Lloyd and more, this history
of Fry & Laurie is an overdue celebration, paying tribute to a legacy of laughter
from one of the funniest double acts of all time.

The Stars' Tennis Balls
This “terrific” novel of alternate history asks: What if Hitler had never been born?
(The Washington Post). Michael Young is a graduate student at Cambridge who is
completing his dissertation on the early life of Adolf Hitler. Leo Zuckermann is an
aging German physicist haunted by the Holocaust. Together, they idealistically
embark on an experiment to change the course of history. And with their success is
launched a brave new world that is in some ways better than ours—but in most
ways even worse.
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Great Britain's Great War
Jeremy Paxman's magnificent history of the First World War tells the entire story of
the war in one gripping narrative from the point of view of the British people. NOW
A MAJOR BBC TELEVISION SERIES "He writes so well and sympathetically, and
chooses his detail so deftly, that if there is one new history of the war that you
might actually enjoy from the very large centennial selection this is very likely it"
The Times We may think we know about it, but what was life really like for the
British people during the First World War? The well-known images - the pointing
finger of Lord Kitchener; a Tommy buried in the mud of the Western Front; the
memorial poppies of remembrance day - all reinforce the idea that it was a
pointless waste of life. So why did the British fight it so willingly and how did the
country endure it for so long? Using a wealth of first-hand source material, Jeremy
Paxman brings vividly to life the day-to-day experience of the British over the
entire course of the war, from politicians, newspapermen, campaigners and
Generals, to Tommies, factory workers, nurses, wives and children, capturing the
whole mood and morale of the nation. It reveals that life and identity in Britain
were often dramatically different from our own, and show how both were utterly
transformed - not always for the worst - by the enormous upheaval of the war. Rich
with personalities, surprises and ironies, this lively narrative history paints a
picture of courage and confusion, doubts and dilemmas, and is written with Jeremy
Paxman's characteristic flair for storytelling, wry humour and pithy observation. "A
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fine introduction to the part Britain played in the first of the worst two wars in
history. The writing is lively and the detail often surprising and memorable"
Guardian Jeremy Paxman is a renowned broadcaster, award-winning journalist and
the bestselling author of seven works of non-fiction, including The English, The
Political Animal and Empire.

The Happy Hypocrite
THE HILARIOUS DIARY BY MRS STEPHEN FRY - THE WIFE YOU NEVER KNEW HE HAD
'Hilarious' - Daily Express 'Buy the wife's book or I'll never hear the end of it'
Stephen Fry Stephen Fry's secret wife speaks out at last Enjoyed a nice cuppa this
morning with a HobNob and Jeremy Kyle. There was a woman on there who'd been
married 16 years without realising her husband was gay. Extraordinary! Which
reminds me, it's our 16th anniversary in a few weeks. What a coincidence. Stephen
Fry - actor, writer, raconteur and wit. Cerebral and sophisticated, a true
Renaissance man. Or is he? Finally, his secret double life - the womanizing, the
window-cleaning, the kebabs, the karaoke - is exclusively revealed by Edna, his
devoted wife and mother of his five, six or possibly seven children. These diaries
take us through a year in the life of an unwitting celebrity wife, and are rumoured
to include: - scandalous nocturnal shenanigans - advice on childcare - 101 things to
do with a tin of Spam. 'A good diary should be like a good husband - a constant
companion, a source of inspiration and, ideally, bound in leather.' - Edna Fry
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twitter.com/MrsStephenFry

Cleopatra
Now a major motion picture: A “deliciously wicked and amusing” tale of a cranky
curmudgeon investigating strange goings-on at an English country house (The New
York Times). “I’ve suffered for my art, now it’s your turn.” So begins the story of
Ted Wallace, unaffectionately known as the Hippopotamus. Failed poet, failed
theater critic, failed father and husband, Ted is a shameless womanizer, drinks too
much, and is at odds in his cranky but maddeningly logical way with most of
modern life. Fired from his job at the newspaper, Ted seeks a few months’ repose
and free liquor at Swafford Hall, the country mansion of his old friend Michael
Logan. This world of boozy dinners, hunting parties, and furtive liaisons has
recently been turned on its head by miracles, healings, and phenomena beyond
Ted’s comprehension. As the mysteries deepen, The Hippopotamus builds into a
rollicking sendup of the classic British mystery that is “tremendously funny”
(Christopher Buckley) and a “near-perfect book” (Entertainment Weekly). The basis
for the recent movie starring Roger Allam, Matthew Modine, and Fiona Shaw, “The
Hippopotamus is animated by an antic sense of comedy and features a willfully
feckless hero . . . Described in uproarious terms that suggest Wodehouse crossed
with Waugh, Swafford emerges as a parody of every upper-class country house
ever depicted in an English novel” (The New York Times).
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Mrs Fry's Diary
Thousands of people have told me the one thing they’re searching for in life is
happiness. So, I set out on a dragon-free quest to prove if ‘happy’ is, actually, an
attainable goal, and not just a ridiculous aspiration. In this book, with her
characteristic humour and gutsy intelligence,* Turia Pitt goes on a quest to answer
the question, Is it possible to be happier? What does she discover on her journey?
Well, look, that’s why we want you to buy the bloody book, but we can tell you that
it entails, among other things, practising gratitude, working on kindness, self-love,
strengthening your relationships and accepting the hard times and bad days. Turia
unpacks all of the above with easy-to-implement tips and strategies, hilarious
insights into her own life and relationships, and introduces us to some of the
world’s most fabulous people along the way, including Leigh Sales, Scott Pape, Zoë
Foster Blake, Maria Forleo and Mick Fanning. *She made us say that.

Making History
Hugh van Cuylenburg was a primary school teacher volunteering in northern India
when he had a life-changing realisation: despite the underprivileged community
the children were from, they were remarkably positive. By contrast, back in
Australia Hugh knew that all too many people found it hard to be happy, or
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suffered from mental illnesses such as depression and anxiety. His own little sister
had been ravaged by anorexia nervosa. How was it that young people he knew at
home, who had food, shelter, friends and a loving family, struggled with their
mental health, while these kids seemed so contented and resilient? He set about
finding the answer and in time came to recognise the key traits and behaviours
these children possessed were gratitude, empathy and mindfulness. In the ensuing
years Hugh threw himself into studying and sharing this revelation with the world
through The Resilience Project, with his playful and unorthodox presentations
which both entertain and inform. Now, with the same blend of humour, poignancy
and clear-eyed insight that The Resilience Project has become renowned for, Hugh
explains how we can all get the tools we need to live a happier and more fulfilling
life.

Under the Weather
Step into Stephen Fry's bewitching retelling of the legend of Troy - a tale of love
and war, passion and power - following his sensational bestsellers MYTHOS and
HEROES 'An inimitable retelling of the siege of Troy . . . Fry's narrative, artfully
humorous and rich in detail, breathes life and contemporary relevance into these
ancient tales' OBSERVER 'A romp through the lives of ancient Greek gods. Fry is at
his story-telling best . . . the gods will be pleased' TIMES 'Troy. The most
marvellous kingdom in all the world. The Jewel of the Aegean. Glittering Ilion, the
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city that rose and fell not once but twice . . .' _______ The story of Troy speaks to all
of us. It is the kidnapping of Helen, a queen celebrated for her beauty, which sees
the Greeks launch a thousand ships against that great city, to which they will lay
siege for ten whole and very bloody years. It is Zeus, the king of the gods, who
triggers war when he asks the Trojan prince Paris to judge the fairest goddess of
them all. Aphrodite bribes Paris with the heart of Helen, wife of King Menelaus of
the Greeks, and nature takes its course. It is a terrible, brutal war with casualties
on all sides. The Greeks cannot defeat the Trojans - since Achilles, the Greek's
boldest warrior, is consumed with jealousy over an ally's choice of lover and will
not fight . . . The stage is set for the oldest and greatest story ever told, where
monstrous passions meet the highest ideals and the lowest cunning. In Troy you
will find heroism and hatred, revenge and regret, desire and despair. It is these
human passions, written bloodily in the sands of a distant shore, that still speak to
us today. Troy is a myth in which we seek the truth about ourselves, which
Stephen Fry brings breathtakingly to life for our modern age. PRAISE FOR MYTHOS
AND HEROES: 'A head-spinning marathon of legends' Guardian 'An Olympian feat.
The gods seem to be smiling on Fry - his myths are definitely a hit' Evening
Standard 'An odyssey through Greek mythology. Brilliant . . . all hail Stephen Fry'
Daily Mail 'A rollicking good read' Independent

The Common Pursuit
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Comedian and actor Stephen Fry?s witty and practical guide, now in paperback,
gives the aspiring poet or student the tools and confidence to write and
understand poetry. Stephen Fry believes that if one can speak and read English,
one can write poetry. In The Ode Less Travelled, he invites readers to discover the
delights of writing poetry for pleasure and provides the tools and confidence to get
started. Through enjoyable exercises, witty insights, and simple step-by-step
advice, Fry introduces the concepts of Metre, Rhyme, Form, Diction, and Poetics.
Most of us have never been taught to read or write poetry, and so it can seem
mysterious and intimidating. But Fry, a wonderfully competent, engaging teacher
and a writer of poetry himself, sets out to correct this problem by explaining the
various elements of poetry in simple terms, without condescension. Fry?s method
works, and his enthusiasm is contagious as he explores different forms of poetry:
the haiku, the ballad, the villanelle, and the sonnet, among many others. Along the
way, he introduces us to poets we?ve heard of but never read. The Ode Less
Travelled is not just the survey course you never took in college, it?s a lively
celebration of poetry that makes even the most reluctant reader want to pick up a
pencil and give it a try.

Moab is My Washpot
Unravel the mysteries of language with J.P. Davidson's remarkable Planet Word.
'The way you speak is who you are and the tones of your voice and the tricks of
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your emailing and tweeting and letter-writing, can be recognised unmistakably in
the minds of those who know and love you.' Stephen Fry From feral children to
fairy-tale princesses, secrets codes, invented languages - even a language that
was eaten! - Planet Word uncovers everything you didn't know you needed to know
about how language evolves. Learn the tricks to political propaganda, why we can
talk but animals can't, discover 3,000-year-old clay tablets that discussed beer and
impotence and test yourself at textese - do you know your RMEs from your LOLs?
Meet the 105-year-old man who invented modern-day Chinese and all but
eradicated illiteracy, and find out why language caused the go-light in Japan to be
blue. From the dusty scrolls of the past to the unknown digital future, and with
(heart) the first graphic to enter the OED, are we already well on our way to a
language without words? In a round-the-world trip of a lifetime, discover all this
and more as J. P. Davidson travels across our gloriously, endlessly intriguing
multilingual Planet Word. John Paul Davidson is a film and television director and
producer. After studying at Bristol University and completing his doctoral field work
in The University of Malysia, he joined the BBC's Travel and Exploration Unit as
their resident anthropologist. Stephen Fry's film, stage, radio and television credits
are numerous and wide-ranging. He has written, produced, directed, acted in or
presented productions as varied as Wilde, Blackadder, Jeeves and Wooster, A Bit of
Fry and Laurie, Fry's English Delight and QI. After writing many successful books,
his recent memoir The Fry Chronicles was a number one bestseller.
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Troy
THE STORY: begins at Cambridge University, where a group of talented
undergraduates decide to start a high-minded literary magazine to be called The
Common Pursuit , in honor of their mentor F.R. Leavis, a famed professor of
English. Stuart,

The Life and Rhymes of Benjamin Zephaniah
In the third volume of his series on Franklin Roosevelt, the Pulitzer Prize–winning
historian focuses on the turbulent final years of FDR’s first term. A measure of
economic recovery revived political conflict and emboldened Roosevelt’s critics to
denounce “that man in the White house.” To his left were demagogues—Huey
Long, Father Coughlin, and Dr. Townsend. To his right were the champions of the
old order—ex-president Herbert Hoover, the American Liberty League, and the
august Supreme Court. For a time, the New Deal seemed to lose its momentum.
But in 1935 FDR rallied and produced a legislative record even more impressive
than the Hundred Days of 1933—a set of statutes that transformed the social and
economic landscape of American life. In 1936 FDR coasted to reelection on a
landslide. Schlesinger has his usual touch with colorful personalities and draws a
warmly sympathetic portrait of Alf M. Landon, the Republican candidate of 1936.
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“One of the most important historical enterprises of our time.”—Saturday Review
“Vividly portrays…the concluding years of Roosevelt’s first term…[and] the sweep
and excitement of an era more historically dramatic than most.”—Time

The Ode Less Travelled
A distinct departure from his popular comic novels, this haunting, provocative tale
of wrongful imprisonment and violent retribution is Stephen Fry’s first thriller. A
brilliant recasting of the classic story The Count of Monte Cristo, Revenge crackles
with the wit and intelligence readers have come to expect from this hugely
talented author, actor, and comedian, yet it reveals an intriguingly deep, much
darker side of his imagination. Ned Maddstone is a happy, charismatic Oxfordbound seventeen-year-old whose rosy future is virtually preordained. Handsome,
confident, and talented, newly in love with bright, beautiful Portia, his father an
influential MP, Ned enjoys an existence of boundless opportunity. But privilege
makes him an easy target for envy, and in the course of one day Ned’s charmed
life is changed forever. A promise made to a dying teacher combined with a prank
devised by a jealous classmate mutates bewilderingly into a case of mistaken
arrest and incarceration. Drugged and disoriented, Ned finds himself a political
prisoner in a nightmarish, harrowing exile, far from home and lost to those he
loves. Years pass before an apparently mad, obviously brilliant fellow inmate
reawakens the younger man’s intellect and resurrects his will to live. The chilling
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consequences of Ned’s recovery are felt worldwide. While Revenge breaks new
ground with its taut plotting, exhilarating pace, and underlying air of menace, its
sophistication and irreverent humor are vintage Fry—a gloriously rich mix that only
he could deliver. His first novel in four years is a dramatic, powerful tour de force
that is sure to enlarge the American audience for this singularly talented author’s
work.

The Hippopotamus
An ancient mystery, a lost letter, and a timeless love unleash a long-buried web of
intrigue that spans four centuries In the late sixteenth century, five brilliant
scholars gather under the cloak of darkness to discuss God, politics, astronomy,
and the black arts. Known as the School of Night, they meet in secret to avoid the
wrath of Queen Elizabeth. But one of the men, Thomas Harriot, has secrets of his
own, secrets he shares with one person only: the servant woman he loves. In
modern-day Washington, D.C., disgraced Elizabethan scholar Henry Cavendish has
been hired by the ruthless antiquities collector Bernard Styles to find a missing
letter. The letter dates from the 1600s and was stolen by Henry's close friend,
Alonzo Wax. Now Wax is dead and Styles wants the letter back. But the letter is an
object of interest to others, too. It may be the clue to a hidden treasure; it may
contain the long-sought formula for alchemy; it most certainly will prove the
existence of the group of men whom Shakespeare dubbed the School of Night but
Page 20/33

Download Free Moab Is My Washpot Stephen Fry
about whom little is known. Joining Henry in his search for the letter is Clarissa
Dale, a mysterious woman who suffers from visions that only Henry can
understand. In short order, Henry finds himself stumbling through a secretive world
of ancient perils, caught up in a deadly plot, and ensnared in the tragic legacy of a
forgotten genius.

The School of Night
John Wood grew up in working-class Melbourne; when he failed out of high school,
an employment officer told him, 'You have the mind of an artist and the body of a
labourer.' And so John continued to pursue his acting dreams in amateur theatre,
sustaining himself by working jobs as a bricklayer, a railway clerk and even in the
same abattoir as his father. When he won a scholarship to NIDA, in Sydney, it
moved John into a new and at times baffling world, full of extraordinary characters.
It was the start of a decades-long acting career, most famously on shows such as
Rafferty's Rules and Blue Heelers, where his charm made him beloved in
households across the country. His popularity was such that he was nominated for
a Gold Logie nine times in a row, finally culminating in a win in 2006.

A Spy in Exile
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A compelling novel of revenge told with wit and skill. Ned Maddstone has the world
at his feet. He is handsome, talented and about to go to Cambridge, after which he
is expected to follow his father into politics. But an unfortunate confrontation with
a boy in his school results in a prank that goes badly wrong and suddenly he’s
incarcerated – without chance of release. So begins a year long process of torment
and hopelessness, which will destroy his very identity, until almost nothing remains
of him but this unquenchable desire for revenge. Inspired by the Count of Monte
Cristo, Fry’s psychological thriller is written with the pace, wit and shrewd insight
that we have come to expect from one of our finest novelists.

Heroes
'Enlightening Funny, smart, original and provocative It is hard to imagine the
stalwarts of Mock the Week recognising the Druze militia leader Walid Jumblatt in a
London cinema' New Statesman What I brought to comedy was an authentic
working-class voice plus a threat of genuine violence - nobody in Monty Python
looked like a hard case who'd kick your head in In 1971, comedians on the working
men's club circuit imagined that they would be free to continue telling their tired,
racist, misogynistic gags forever. But their nemesis, a nineteen-year-old Marxist art
student, was slowly coming to meet them Thatcher Stole My Trousers chronicles a
time when comedy and politics united in electrifying ways. Recounting the
founding of the Comedy Store, the Comic Strip and the Young Ones, and Alexei's
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friendships with the comedians who – like him – would soon become household
names, this is a unique and beguiling blend of social history and memoir.
Fascinating, funny, angry and entertaining, it is a story of class and comedy,
politics and love, fast cars and why it's difficult to foul a dwarf in a game of
football.

Just Ignore Him
The British author and actor shares his own entertaining gay coming-of-age story,
from his tumultuous youth, to the teenage love affair with a fellow schoolboy that
had a profound impact on his life, to the attempted suicide, deliquency, and
madness that followed. 20,000 first printing.

Troy
*BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week* Benjamin Zephaniah, who has travelled the world
for his art and his humanitarianism, now tells the one story that encompasses it all:
the story of his life. In the early 1980s when punks and Rastas were on the streets
protesting about unemployment, homelessness and the National Front, Benjamin’s
poetry could be heard at demonstrations, outside police stations and on the dance
floor. His mission was to take poetry everywhere, and to popularise it by reaching
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people who didn’t read books. His poetry was political, musical, radical and
relevant. By the early 1990s, Benjamin had performed on every continent in the
world (a feat which he achieved in only one year) and he hasn’t stopped
performing and touring since. Nelson Mandela, after hearing Benjamin’s tribute to
him while he was in prison, requested an introduction to the poet that grew into a
lifelong relationship, inspiring Benjamin’s work with children in South Africa.
Benjamin would also go on to be the first artist to record with The Wailers after the
death of Bob Marley in a musical tribute to Nelson Mandela. The Life and Rhymes
of Benjamin Zephaniah is a truly extraordinary life story which celebrates the
power of poetry and the importance of pushing boundaries with the arts.

Stephen Fry's Incomplete & Utter History of Classical Music
The Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer brings to life the most intriguing woman in
the history of the world: Cleopatra, the last queen of Egypt. Her palace shimmered
with onyx, garnets, and gold, but was richer still in political and sexual intrigue.
Above all else, Cleopatra was a shrewd strategist and an ingenious negotiator.
Though her life spanned fewer than forty years, it reshaped the contours of the
ancient world. She was married twice, each time to a brother. She waged a brutal
civil war against the first when both were teenagers. She poisoned the second.
Ultimately she dispensed with an ambitious sister as well; incest and assassination
were family specialties. Cleopatra appears to have had sex with only two men.
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They happen, however, to have been Julius Caesar and Mark Antony, among the
most prominent Romans of the day. Both were married to other women. Cleopatra
had a child with Caesar and--after his murder--three more with his protégé. Already
she was the wealthiest ruler in the Mediterranean; the relationship with Antony
confirmed her status as the most influential woman of the age. The two would
together attempt to forge a new empire, in an alliance that spelled their ends.
Cleopatra has lodged herself in our imaginations ever since. Famous long before
she was notorious, Cleopatra has gone down in history for all the wrong reasons.
Shakespeare and Shaw put words in her mouth. Michelangelo, Tiepolo, and
Elizabeth Taylor put a face to her name. Along the way, Cleopatra's supple
personality and the drama of her circumstances have been lost. In a masterly
return to the classical sources, Stacy Schiff here boldly separates fact from fiction
to rescue the magnetic queen whose death ushered in a new world order. Rich in
detail, epic in scope, Schiff 's is a luminous, deeply original reconstruction of a
dazzling life.

Thatcher Stole My Trousers
Heaven's Coast
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From the effects of rising sea levels to changes in animal behaviour and human
lifestyles, these powerful stories portray the issues surrounding climate change in
personal terms and so bring them vividly to life. Offering warnings and inspiration
in equal measure, the stories cover a wide range of localities from Siberia and
Canada to Australia, UK, Sri Lanka and the Philippines. Writers include awardwinning Linda Newbery as well as exciting newcomers like Australia's George
Ivanoff. Whether read from cover to cover or dipped into for one or two stories, this
book will enlighten and inspire everyone to consider how climate change will affect
us all.

Cell Mates
Stephen Fry is one of the great originals This autobiography of his first twenty
years is a pleasure to read, mixing outrageous acts with sensible opinions in
bewildering confusion That so much outward charm, self-awareness and intellect
should exis

The Fry Chronicles
Spies betray people. That's what we do. It becomes a - a habit. Difficult to break even when it's not - not strictly necessary. Wormwood Scrubs Prison, London,
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1961. One of Britain's most notorious double agents, George Blake, is serving a
forty-two year sentence when he strikes up an unlikely friendship with Irish petty
criminal, Sean Bourke. Both men are eccentric outsiders. Each sees in each other
the possibility of escape and not just from prison. But once on the outside their
mutual dependence faces mounting pressures from MI5, the KGB and indeed from
themselves. Simon Gray's absorbing and deftly funny play explores how personal
freedom is an illusion and how even friendship must have careful boundaries in a
world where deception is a reflex response. Cell Mates premiered at the Yvonne
Arnaud Theatre, Guildford, in January 1995 before transferring to the Albery
Theatre, London. The play was revived at the Hampstead Theatre, London, in
November 2017.

The Hungover Games
______________________________ The original bestselling autobiography by comedian,
novelist and national treasure Stephen Fry. Few people serve time in prison before
studying at Cambridge. You might be surprised to know that Stephen Fry is one of
them. Moab is My Washpot, the remarkable story of Stephen Fry's tumultuous
early life, is by turns funny, shocking, tender, delicious, sad, lyrical, bruisingly frank
and addictively readable. It's the story of a boy sent to a boarding school 200 miles
from home at the age of seven, who survives beatings, misery, love, ecstasy,
carnal violation, expulsion, imprisonment, criminal conviction, probation and
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catastrophe to emerge, at eighteen, ready to try and face the world in which he
had always felt a stranger. Fry writes with the wit and warmth which have become
his hallmark, but with shocking candour too. For anyone seeking to understand one
of Britain's greatest cultural treasures, this book is utterly essential reading.

Happy (and other ridiculous aspirations)
Space Between, The
'The Hungover Games deftly explores expectations of modern womanhood through
a beautiful, wild, painfully honest, hilarious and sometimes heartbreaking story.
Full of adventure and awe, Sophie Heawood has written a soulful, truthful homage
to a life lived with appetite, intensity and wonder.' Dolly Alderton I had no idea how
to commit to another human being. I could barely commit to reading a magazine,
and I wrote for magazines for a living. My specialist subject was celebrities, and my
own relationships made their marriages look eternal. I’d never paid a household bill
that didn’t mention bailiffs, and my idea of exercise was to go and stand outside a
famous person’s house and stare until I’d convinced myself that I lived in it. But my
life in LA was happy; free of care and consequence. That was, until I came down to
earth - with a bump. So this is the story of how I staggered from partying in
Page 28/33

Download Free Moab Is My Washpot Stephen Fry
Hollywood to bringing up a baby in Piss Alley, Dalston; how I never did find a copy
of What To Expect When You Weren’t Even Fucking Expecting To Be Expecting,
and why paternity testing is not a good topic for a first-date conversation. People
always said I’d find love where I least expected it. I always said they were idiots.
**AN EVENING STANDARD AND COSMOPOLITAN BEST BOOK OF 2020** **AN
OBSERVER NON-FICTION BOOK TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 2020**

Paperweight
The story of Troy speaks to all of us - the kidnapping of Helen, a queen celebrated
for her beauty, sees the Greeks launch a thousand ships against the city of Troy, to
which they will lay siege for ten whole years. It is a terrible war with casualties on
all sides as well as strained relations between allies, whose consequences become
tragedies. In Troy you will find heroism and hatred, love and loss, revenge and
regret, desire and despair. It is these human passions, written bloodily in the sands
of a distant shore, that still speak to us today.

A Bit of Fry and Laurie
‘Descriptive writing of a high order this is an extremely intelligent book’ The Times
Join Douglas Adams, bestselling and beloved author of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
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the Galaxy, and zoologist Mark Carwardine on an adventure in search of the
world’s most endangered and exotic creatures. In this book, Adams’ selfproclaimed favourite of his own works, the pair encounter animals in imminent
peril: the giant Komodo dragon of Indonesia, the lovable kakapo of New Zealand,
the blind river dolphins of China, the white rhinos of Zaire, the rare birds of
Mauritius island in the Indian Ocean and the alien-like aye-aye of Madagascar.
Inimitably witty and poignant, Last Chance to See is both a celebration of our most
extraordinary creatures and a warning about what we have to lose if we do not act
soon. Featuring a fantastic new foreword by the authors' long-time friend Stephen
Fry, and an afterword from Mark Carwardine that considers what has changed
since the book was first published, Last Chance to See feels more urgent than ever
before. ‘Douglas Adams’ genius was in using comedy to make serious points about
the world’ Independent

The Resilience Project
IMAGINE SANDALS ON YOUR FEET, A SWORD IN YOUR HAND, HOT SUN BEATING
DOWN ON YOUR BRONZE HELMET. ENTER THE WORLD OF STEPHEN FRY'S SUNDAY
TIMES BESTSELLER, HEROES In this companion to his bestselling Mythos, Stephen
Fry gloriously retells the epic myths of the Greek heroes - which will be loved by
young and old alike. 'An odyssey through Greek mythology. Brilliant . . . all hail
Stephen Fry' Daily Mail ___________ Few mere mortals have ever embarked on such
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bold and heart-stirring adventures, overcome myriad monstrous perils, or
outwitted scheming vengeful gods, quite as stylishly and triumphantly as Greek
heroes. In this companion to his bestselling Mythos, Stephen Fry brilliantly retells
these dramatic, funny, tragic and timeless tales. Join Jason aboard the Argo as he
quests for the Golden Fleece. See Atalanta - who was raised by bears - outrun any
man before being tricked with golden apples. Witness wily Oedipus solve the riddle
of the Sphinx and discover how Bellerophon captures the winged horse Pegasus to
help him slay the monster Chimera. Filled with white-knuckle chases and battles,
impossible puzzles and riddles, acts of base cowardice and real bravery, not to
mention murders and selfless sacrifices, Heroes is the story of what we mortals are
truly capable of - at our worst and our very best. 'A romp through the lives of
ancient Greek gods. Fry is at his story-telling best . . . the gods will be pleased'
Times 'Assured and engaging. The pace is lively, the jokes are genuinely funny'
Guardian 'An Olympian feat. The gods seem to be smiling on Fry - his myths are
definitely a hit' Evening Standard 'Just as delightful and difficult to put down as the
first. Heroes makes the stories relatable without skimping on the gory details, or
sacrificing the truths of the myth. It's rich, it's funny and you'll feel like you've
learned a lot' Herald ___________ If you like the sound of Heroes, you'll love Mythos Fry's first foray into the enthralling world of Greek mythology. Praise for Mythos:
'Ebullient and funny' Times 'Entertaining and edifying' Daily Telegraph 'A rollicking
good read' Independent 'The Greek gods of the past become relatable as pop
culture, modern literature and music are woven throughout. Joyfully informal yet
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full of the literary legacy' Guardian
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