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Summary and Analysis of The Handmaid's Tale
A critical overview of the work features such contributors as Amin Malak, Jamie
Dopp, Pamela Cooper, and Glenn Deer.

Margaret Atwood
Key Features: Study methods Introduction to the text Summaries with critical notes
Themes and techniques Textual analysis of key passages Author biography
Historical and literary background Modern and historical critical approaches
Chronology Glossary of literary terms

Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale
The Handmaid's Tale (1985), by Canadian writer Margaret Atwood, revisits the
Anglo-American utopian/dystopian tradition. Appealing to imaginative fiction and
the novel of ideas, the construction of perfect - or nightmarish - worlds rouses the
reader's socio-political awareness of the present and invites questions on the
shape of the near furure. The Handmaid's Tale deconstructs the utopian narrative
by breaking the chronological order of the female protagonist's experience into a
time-shifting testimony, a quest for meaning and an exploration of self versus the
other. The intricate play on word and symbol can be read against the historical
background of seventeenth-century New England Puritanism, as well as the
twentieth-century New Right and women's rights movements, while inviting
reference to the postmodernist outlook. This volume includes a bibliography, a
study of the book's context, as well as essays and commentaries ; the approach
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has been adapted to the needs of Capes and Agregation students.

The Heart Goes Last
So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Handmaid’s Tale tells
you what you need to know—before or after you read Margaret Atwood’s book.
Crafted and edited with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give
you the tools you need to be a well-informed reader. This short summary and
analysis of The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood includes: Historical context
Part-by-part summaries Analysis of the main characters Themes and symbols
Important quotes Fascinating trivia Glossary of terms Supporting material to
enhance your understanding of the original work About Margaret Atwood’s The
Handmaid’s Tale: Margaret Atwood’s dystopian literary masterpiece tells the story
of Offred, a Handmaid living in the near future in what was once the United States.
A new theocratic regime called the Republic of Gilead has come to power and
changed life as she knew it. Once Offred had a her own name and a loving
family—a husband and daughter—both of which were taken from her; now she
belongs to the Commander and his hostile wife, and her only value lies in her
ability to bear a child for them. She used to read books and learn; now such things
are forbidden to all women. Gripping, disturbing, and so relevant today, The
Handmaid’s Tale is a brilliant novel and a chilling warning about what can happen
when extreme ideas are taken to their logical conclusions. The summary and
analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and
bring you closer to a great work of fiction.

The Margaret Atwood 4-Book Bundle
In this multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a
stunning Orwellian vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the
unfortunate “Handmaids” under the new social order who have only one purpose:
to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and
forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time before” and
her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full
force, The Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning.

The Handmaid's Tale
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Handmaid's Tale One of
Margaret Atwood’s most unforgettable characters lurks at the center of this
intricate novel like a spider in a web. The glamorous, irresistible, unscrupulous
Zenia is nothing less than a fairy-tale villain in the memories of her former friends.
Roz, Charis, and Tony—university classmates decades ago—were reunited at
Zenia’s funeral and have met monthly for lunch ever since, obsessively retracing
the destructive swath she once cut through their lives. A brilliantly inventive
fabulist, Zenia had a talent for exploiting her friends’ weaknesses, wielding
intimacy as a weapon and cheating them of money, time, sympathy, and men. But
one day, five years after her funeral, they are shocked to catch sight of Zenia:
even her death appears to have been yet another fiction. As the three women plot
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to confront their larger-than-life nemesis, Atwood proves herself a gleefully acute
observer of the treacherous shoals of friendship, trust, desire, and power.

The Blind Assassin
A Study Guide for Margaret Atwood's "The Handmaid's Tale," excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

Oryx and Crake
Margaret Atwood
Margaret Atwood's international celebrity has given a new visibility to Canadian
literature in English. This Companion provides a comprehensive critical account of
Atwood's writing across the wide range of genres within which she has worked for
the past forty years, while paying attention to her Canadian cultural context and
the multiple dimensions of her celebrity. The main concern is with Atwood the
writer, but there is also Atwood the media star and public performer, cultural critic,
environmentalist and human rights spokeswoman, social and political satirist, and
mythmaker. This immensely varied profile is addressed in a series of chapters
which cover biographical, textual, and contextual issues. The Introduction contains
an analysis of dominant trends in Atwood criticism since the 1970s, while the
essays by twelve leading international Atwood critics represent the wide range of
different perspectives in current Atwood scholarship.

The Handmaid's tale, roman protéen
GET READY for THE TESTAMENTS, the highly anticipated SEQUEL, by reading the
BESTSELLING DYSTOPIAN NOVEL NOW AN AWARD-WINNING TV SERIES STARRING
ELISABETH MOSS Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead, a religious
totalitarian state in what was formerly known as the United States. She is placed in
the household of The Commander, Fred Waterford - her assigned name, Offred,
means 'of Fred'. She has only one function: to breed. If Offred refuses to enter into
sexual servitude to repopulate a devastated world, she will be hanged. Yet even a
repressive state cannot eradicate hope and desire. As she recalls her prerevolution life in flashbacks, Offred must navigate through the terrifying landscape
of torture and persecution in the present day, and between two men upon which
her future hangs. Masterfully conceived and executed, this haunting vision of the
future places Margaret Atwood at the forefront of dystopian fiction. 'As relevant
today as it was when Atwood wrote itno television event has hit such a nerve The
Handmaid's Tale is more relevant one year after the first season' Guardian 'Don't
expect to be gripped by a more potent or involving drama this year' Telegraph

Margaret Atwood's 'The Handmaid's Tale' and 'Oryx and Crake'
- A Comparison
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“Ten days after the war ended, my sister Laura drove a car off a bridge.” These
words are spoken by Iris Chase Griffen, married at eighteen to a wealthy
industrialist but now poor and eighty-two. Iris recalls her far from exemplary life,
and the events leading up to her sister’s death, gradually revealing the carefully
guarded Chase family secrets. Among these is “The Blind Assassin,” a novel that
earned the dead Laura Chase not only notoriety but also a devoted cult following.
Sexually explicit for its time, it was a pulp fantasy improvised by two unnamed
lovers who meet secretly in rented rooms and seedy cafés. As this novel-within-anovel twists and turns through love and jealousy, self-sacrifice and betrayal, so
does the real narrative, as both move closer to war and catastrophe. Margaret
Atwood’s Booker Prize-winning sensation combines elements of gothic drama,
romantic suspense, and science fiction fantasy in a spellbinding tale.

The Handmaid's Tale (Graphic Novel)
Beautiful and wealthy Antoinette Cosway's passionate love for an English aristocrat
threatens to destroy her idyllic West Indian island existence and her very life

The Robber Bride
The stunning graphic novel adaptation • A must-read and collector’s item for fans
of “the patron saint of feminist dystopian fiction” (New York Times). Look for The
Testaments, the sequel to The Handmaid’s Tale, coming September 2019. In
Margaret Atwood’s dystopian future, environmental disasters and declining
birthrates have led to a Second American Civil War. The result is the rise of the
Republic of Gilead, a totalitarian regime that enforces rigid social roles and
enslaves the few remaining fertile women. Offred is one of these, a Handmaid
bound to produce children for one of Gilead’s commanders. Deprived of her
husband, her child, her freedom, and even her own name, Offred clings to her
memories and her will to survive. Provocative, startling, prophetic, The Handmaid’s
Tale has long been a global phenomenon. With this beautiful graphic novel
adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s modern classic, beautifully realized by artist
Renée Nault, the terrifying reality of Gilead has been brought to vivid life like never
before.

The Handmaid's Tale
REA's MAXnotes for Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale MAXnotes offer a
fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting
fashion. Written by literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will
enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes are designed
to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by raising various issues
and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the essentials of what
one should know about each work, including an overall summary, character lists,
an explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context, illustrations
to convey the mood of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is
individually summarized and analyzed, and has study questions and answers.

The Handmaid's Tale (Graphic Novel)
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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Constance (Literaturwissenschaften),
course: Margaret Atwood's Later Fiction, language: English, abstract: Margaret
Atwood's novels The Handmaid's Tale (T.H.T., 1985) and Oryx and Crake (O. & C.,
2003) are works of speculative fiction that are set in the near future. Both of the
depicted scenarios take place in the U.S.A. and could be classified as "survivor's
stories" as they are told from the perspective of a person that survived the new
system or the catastrophe the books deal with. T.H.T. takes the reader into an
oppressive system that has become reality in the year 2005. In this system women
are divided into different kinds of "functional groups" according to their abilities.
The story is told by the handmaid Offred who - as all handmaids - is still believed to
be fertile. Thus she is solely good for childbearing and has not got any choice. This
system however is confined to the United States so that there is still hope for an
escape to a better life for the people living under the system. The scenario in O. &
C. on the other hand occurs around the year 2025 and depicts a world wide
catastrophe where Snowman - the narrator of the story - is one of the few surviving
human beings. This paper will compare the two novels according to some points of
analysis. I had to confine myself to a few themes as it is impossible to include all
topics that could be of importance. To start with, I will take a look at the social and
political background of the time the novels were written in, followed by a generic
analysis of the works. Secondly I will answer the question about the inspiration for
these novels and I will deal with the epilogues Atwood added to her books. This will
be followed by a chapter about the main topics of the novels which are
reproduction, religion and sexuality. Last but not least I will compare the main
characters and discus

Ask the Passengers
In this multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a
stunning Orwellian vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the
unfortunate “Handmaids” under the new social order who have only one purpose:
to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and
forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time before” and
her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full
force, The Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning.

The Handmaid's Tale
Now a Hulu Original Series The Handmaid’s Tale is a novel of such power that the
reader will be unable to forget its images and its forecast. Set in the near future, it
describes life in what was once the United States and is now called the Republic of
Gilead, a monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining
birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of the
original Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with
bizarre consequences for the women and men in its population. The story is told
through the eyes of Offred, one of the unfortunate Handmaids under the new social
order. In condensed but eloquent prose, by turns cool-eyed, tender, despairing,
passionate, and wry, she reveals to us the dark corners behind the establishment’s
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calm facade, as certain tendencies now in existence are carried to their logical
conclusions. The Handmaid’s Tale is funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether
convincing. It is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and a tour de force. It is
Margaret Atwood at her best.

Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale
Literary studies.

Women's Issues in Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale
Astrid Jones desperately wants to confide in someone, but her mother's pushiness
and her father's lack of interest tell her they're the last people she can trust.
Instead, Astrid spends hours lying on the backyard picnic table watching airplanes
fly overhead. She doesn't know the passengers inside, but they're the only people
who won't judge her when she asks them her most personal questions . . . like
what it means that she's falling in love with a girl. As her secret relationship
becomes more intense and her friends demand answers, Astrid has nowhere left to
turn. She can't share the truth with anyone except the people at thirty thousand
feet, and they don't even know she's there. But little does Astrid know just how
much even the tiniest connection will affect these strangers' lives--and her
own--for the better. In this truly original portrayal of a girl struggling to break free
of society's definitions, Printz Honor author A.S. King asks readers to question
everything--and offers hope to those who will never stop seeking real love.

Female Dystopia : Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale,
and Angela Carter's Heroes and Villains
'With one's face in the wind you were almost burned with a shower of Firedrops' A
selection from Pepys' startlingly vivid and candid diary, including his famous
account of the Great Fire Introducing Little Black Classics: 80 books for Penguin's
80th birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate the huge range and diversity of
Penguin Classics, with books from around the world and across many centuries.
They take us from a balloon ride over Victorian London to a garden of blossom in
Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th century California and the Russian steppe.
Here are stories lyrical and savage; poems epic and intimate; essays satirical and
inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions. Samuel Pepys
(1633-1703). The Diary of Samuel Pepys: A Selection is available in Penguin
Classics

The Great Fire of London
The Handmaid's Tale depicts a dystopian society in which a religious dictatorship
assumes control of the United States, turning the country into the Republic of
Gilead. In this new society, women are stripped of autonomy and often relegated
to roles such as servant or childbearing maid. Since the book's publication in 1985,
it has become a popular point of reference to guard against government
interference in women's rights and issues. This informative edition takes a critical
look at Atwood's life and writings, with a specific focus on key ideas related to The
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Handmaid's Tale. The book collects a series of essays pertaining to feminism,
sexism, and religious fundamentalism, creating points of discussion for readers
that are both modern and relevant. The text also discusses contemporary women's
issues and presents perspectives on topics such as surrogacy, same-sex marriage,
and modesty.

The Handmaid's Tale
Wide Sargasso Sea
Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale captivates readers with its disturbingly
prescient vision of the future and haunting insights into the world as we know it.
Religion--especially elements of the Christian faith--pervades every inch of the
world as Atwood imagines it. Gilead's leaders use perverse forms of Christianity to
sustain their authority and privilege, making understanding religion an integral
part of understanding Gilead. In the face of the inextricable role of religion in the
novel, readers are left to puzzle out religious references and allusions on their own.
From the significance of names to twisted uses of religion to the origins of the
Ceremony, this book answers all the questions you might have about religion in
this prophetic novel. For anyone who's ever googled a biblical precedent or
religious phrase after encountering Atwood's dystopia, this essential guide explains
it all and gives readers a fascinating look into the novel and its world. Read it and
understand The Handmaid's Tale like never before.

The Cambridge Companion to Margaret Atwood
THE NUMBER 1 BESTSELLER AND WINNER OF THE BOOKER PRIZE 'The Testaments
is Atwood at her best . . . To read this book is to feel the world turning' Anne
Enright The Republic of Gilead is beginning to rot from within. At this crucial
moment, two girls with radically different experiences of the regime come face to
face with the legendary, ruthless Aunt Lydia. But how far will each go for what she
believes? Now with additional material: book club discussion points and an
interview with Margaret Atwood about the real-life events that inspired The
Testaments and The Handmaid's Tale. PRAISE FOR THE TESTAMENTS: 'Everything
The Handmaid's Tale fans wanted and more. Prepare to hold your breath
throughout, and to cry real tears at the end' Stylist 'Atwood challenges us
constantly and poses the question that lies like a pearl inside the shell of this
frighteningly readable novel, "Before you sit in judgement, how would you behave
in Gilead?''' Sunday Telegraph

The Testaments
Presents essays that discuss the cultural context and critical response to the
Canadian author's controversial work.

Angel Catbird
In Vintage Living Texts teachers and students will find the essential guide to the
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works of Margaret Atwood. This guide will deal with her themes, genre and
narrative technique, and a close reading of the texts will be accompanied with
likely exam questions, and contexts and comparisons - as well as providing a rich
source of ideas for intelligent and inventive ways of approaching the novels.

Religion in The Handmaid's Tale
Lauded novelist Margaret Atwood and acclaimed artist Johnnie Christmas
collaborate on one of the most highly anticipated comic book and literary events of
the year.On a dark night, young genetic engineer Strig Feleedus is accidentally
mutated by his own experiment and merges with the DNA of a cat and an owl.
What follows is a humorous, action-driven, pulp-inspired superhero adventure with a lot of cat puns.

Summary Of The Handmaid's Tale By Margaret Atwood
Discusses the characters, plot and writing of The handmaid's tale by Margaret
Atwood. Includes critical essays on the novel and a brief biography of the author.

A Study Guide for Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale
The Handmaid's Tale
A critical overview of the work features the writings of Amin Malak, J. Brooks
Bouson, Hilde Staels, and other scholars.

Margaret Atwood
Four of Margaret Atwood's best novels, in one volume! In The Handmaid's Tale, a
multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning
Orwellian vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the
unfortunate “Handmaids” under the new social order who have only one purpose:
to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and
forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time before” and
her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full
force, The Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning. The
Blind Assassin: “Ten days after the war ended, my sister Laura drove a car off a
bridge.” These words are spoken by Iris Chase Griffen, married at eighteen to a
wealthy industrialist but now poor and eighty-two. Iris recalls her far from
exemplary life, and the events leading up to her sister’s death, gradually revealing
the carefully guarded Chase family secrets. Among these is “The Blind Assassin,” a
novel that earned the dead Laura Chase not only notoriety but also a devoted cult
following. Sexually explicit for its time, it was a pulp fantasy improvised by two
unnamed lovers who meet secretly in rented rooms and seedy cafés. As this novelwithin-a-novel twists and turns through love and jealousy, self-sacrifice and
betrayal, so does the real narrative, as both move closer to war and catastrophe.
Margaret Atwood’s Booker Prize-winning sensation combines elements of gothic
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drama, romantic suspense, and science fiction fantasy in a spellbinding tale. In
Alias Grace, Atwood takes us back in time and into the life of one of the most
enigmatic and notorious women of the nineteenth century. Grace Marks has been
convicted for her involvement in the vicious murders of her employer, Thomas
Kinnear, and Nancy Montgomery, his housekeeper and mistress. Some believe
Grace is innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now serving a life sentence,
Grace claims to have no memory of the murders. Dr. Simon Jordan, an up-andcoming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illness, is engaged by a group of
reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to her story
while bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he
find in attempting to unlock her memories? Is Grace a female fiend? A bloodthirsty
femme fatale? Or is she the victim of circumstances? And finally, The Robber Bride,
inspired by "The Robber Bridegroom," a wonderfully grisly tale from the Brothers
Grimm in which an evil groom lures three maidens into his lair and devours them,
one by one. But in her version, Atwood brilliantly recasts the monster as Zenia, a
villainess of demonic proportions, and sets her loose in the lives of three friends,
Tony, Charis, and Roz. All three "have lost men, spirit, money, and time to their old
college acquaintance, Zenia. At various times, and in various emotional disguises,
Zenia has insinuated her way into their lives and practically demolished them. To
Tony, who almost lost her husband and jeopardized her academic career, Zenia is
'a lurking enemy commando.' To Roz, who did lose her husband and almost her
magazine, Zenia is 'a cold and treacherous bitch.' To Charis, who lost a boyfriend,
quarts of vegetable juice and some pet chickens, Zenia is a kind of zombie, maybe
'soulless'" (Lorrie Moore, New York Times Book Review). In love and war, illusion
and deceit, Zenia's subterranean malevolence takes us deep into her enemies'
pasts.

Language’s influence on control and rebellion in Margaret
Atwood’s "The Handmaid’s Tale"
The most supportive, easy-to-use and focussed literature guides to help your
students understand the texts they are studying at GCSE and A Level

Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale
Margaret Atwood puts the human heart to the ultimate test in an utterly brilliant
new novel that is as visionary as The Handmaid's Tale and as richly imagined as
The Blind Assassin. Stan and Charmaine are a married couple trying to stay afloat
in the midst of an economic and social collapse. Job loss has forced them to live in
their car, leaving them vulnerable to roving gangs. They desperately need to turn
their situation around—and fast. The Positron Project in the town of Consilience
seems to be the answer to their prayers. No one is unemployed and everyone gets
a comfortable, clean house to live in . . . for six months out of the year. On
alternating months, residents of Consilience must leave their homes and function
as inmates in the Positron prison system. Once their month of service in the prison
is completed, they can return to their "civilian" homes. At first, this doesn't seem
like too much of a sacrifice to make in order to have a roof over one's head and
food to eat. But when Charmaine becomes romantically involved with the man who
lives in their house during the months when she and Stan are in the prison, a
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series of troubling events unfolds, putting Stan's life in danger. With each passing
day, Positron looks less like a prayer answered and more like a chilling prophecy
fulfilled.

The Handmaid's Tale, by Margaret Atwood
The perfect companion to Margaret Atwood's "The Handmaid's Tale," this study
guide contains a chapter by chapter analysis of the book, a summary of the plot,
and a guide to major characters and themes. BookCap Study Guides do not contain
text from the actual book, and are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to
reading the book.

Margaret Atwood
The Handmaid's Tale (Study Guide)
This collection analyzes how their disciplines can add unique depth and context to
many of the themes that are being mobilized in Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and
its screen adaptations. Contributors address how these themes apply to social
issues and specific topics such as science and religion to the role of journalism in a
democratic society.

The Handmaid's Tale
Examines the works of the Canadian author, describing her characters, narrative
and strategies, plot development, literary devices, settings, and major themes.

The Handmaid's Tale
We have created a very detailed summary and analysis based on The Handmaid's
Tale by Margaret Atwood, and we'd like to share it with YOU! In the near future in
the former United States, the people of Gilead exist under strict, puritanical laws.
Due to a toxic environment and science experimentation, male infertility threatens
to obliterate the population. Commanders of the Faithful, the elite men who
founded Gilead, assign themselves both Wives and Handmaids in an effort to
produce viable offspring. Each woman conducts herself according to her station.
The Wives garden and the Handmaids submit to sexual relations with their
Commander each month. Marthas cook and clean, and Aunts train new Handmaids
and attend births. The rigid social structure prevents friendships and even human
touch. Offred's name implies property belonging to the Commander named Fred.
She longs to break free from the stifling constraints of her new existence and
locate her husband and daughter. As the weeks pass, she becomes better
acquainted with her walking partner, Ofglen. A resistance group called Mayday
wants Offred's assistance in spying on the Commander. Meanwhile, he begins
breaking Gileadean rules by spending evenings alone with Offred. Tensions rise as
Ofglen becomes more insistent. The Commander takes advantage of his authority
over his Handmaid, and the driver named Nick seduces Offred. When the
Commander's Wife arranges a tryst between Nick and Offred in the hopes of
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producing a baby for herself, their love affair threatens both of their lives. Enjoy
hand-crafted sections like A detailed overall book summary. A look at its setting
and what it portrays. Pages upon pages of character analysis. Themes and Motifs
present within the original text. Author information. AND SO MUCH MORE! BUY
TODAY, and learn all you can about the society that Margaret Atwood has crafted
in The Handmaid's Tale! NOTE TO READERS: This is a summary and analysis
companion book based on Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale. It is meant to
compliment your original reading, not supplement it. We strongly encourage your
purchase of the original book as well.

Handmaid's Tale, the (MAXNotes Literature Guides)
A stunning and provocative new novel by the internationally celebrated author of
The Blind Assassin, winner of the Booker Prize. Margaret Atwood’s new novel is so
utterly compelling, so prescient, so relevant, so terrifyingly-all-too-likely-to-be-true,
that readers may find their view of the world forever changed after reading it. This
is Margaret Atwood at the absolute peak of her powers. For readers of Oryx and
Crake, nothing will ever look the same again. The narrator of Atwood's riveting
novel calls himself Snowman. When the story opens, he is sleeping in a tree,
wearing an old bedsheet, mourning the loss of his beloved Oryx and his best friend
Crake, and slowly starving to death. He searches for supplies in a wasteland where
insects proliferate and pigoons and wolvogs ravage the pleeblands, where ordinary
people once lived, and the Compounds that sheltered the extraordinary. As he tries
to piece together what has taken place, the narrative shifts to decades earlier. How
did everything fall apart so quickly? Why is he left with nothing but his haunting
memories? Alone except for the green-eyed Children of Crake, who think of him as
a kind of monster, he explores the answers to these questions in the double
journey he takes - into his own past, and back to Crake's high-tech bubble-dome,
where the Paradice Project unfolded and the world came to grief. With
breathtaking command of her shocking material, and with her customary sharp wit
and dark humour, Atwood projects us into an outlandish yet wholly believable
realm populated by characters who will continue to inhabit our dreams long after
the last chapter.

The Handmaid's Tale, Margaret Atwood
Seminar paper from the year 2018 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 1,3, Catholic University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, language: English, abstract:
Overall, Atwood utilized Gilead’s oppressive manipulation of language in "The
Handmaid’s Tale" to reveal the hierarchical dynamics of power in the theocratic
state. Therefore, it is vital to determine in how far Gilead’s discourse is used to
maintain the existing power structures, but also whether, and if so, in how far it is
used to offer resistance against the state’s rigid hierarchy. Therefore, it will first be
analyzed what Gilead’s social structure looks like, before the highly original
thoughts of Pierre Bourdieu on the relations among language, power and politics
will be introduced to facilitate a real understanding of the correlation of language
and power. After that, a closer look at the concrete content of the novel and
particular text passages will give an insight into how the Gileadean power
structures are maintained through the use of language. Following this, it will then
be analyzed how language also enables Gilead’s opponents, in general, but mainly,
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the novel’s first-person narrator Offred, in particular, to offer resistance. Therefore,
it will first be described how the coexistence of two discourses can be a threat to
the system, before it will be dealt with Offred’s main means of resistance: her
storytelling.
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