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Corduroy Mansions
Alexander McCall Smith's wildly popular 44 Scotland
Street series chronicles life in a corner of Edinburgh
brimming with wit and humor. Newlywed painter and
sometime somnambulist Angus Lordie might be
sleepwalking his way into trouble with Animal Welfare
when he lets his dog Cyril drink a bit too much lager
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at the local bar. The longsuffering Bertie, on the cusp
of his seventh birthday party, has taken to dreaming
about his eighteenth, a time when he will be able to
avoid the indignity of unwanted girl attendees and the
looming threat of a gender-neutral doll from his
domineering mother Irene. Matthew and Elspeth
struggle to care for their triplets, contending with
Danish au pairs and dubious dukes to boot, while the
narcissistic Bruce faces his greatest challenge yet in
the form of an over-eager waxologist. As ever, when
Alexander McCall Smith visits 44 Scotland Street, fun
is sure to follow.

44 Scotland Street
The latest installment of Alexander McCall Smith's
perennially popular and irresistibly charming 44
Scotland Street series. When Pat accepts her
narcissistic ex-boyfriend Bruce's invitation for coffee,
she has no idea of the complications in her romantic
and professional life that will follow. Meanwhile,
Matthew, her boss at the art gallery, attracts the
attention of the police after a misunderstanding at the
local bookstore. Whether caused by small things such
as a cup of coffee and a book, or major events such
as Stuart's application for promotion and his wife
Irene's decision to pursue a PhD in Aberdeen, change
is coming to Scotland Street. But for three seven-yearold boys--Bertie Pollock, Ranald, and Big Lou's foster
son, Finlay--it also means getting a glimpse of perfect
happiness. Alexander McCall Smith's delightfully
witty, wise and sometimes surreal comedy spirals out
in surprising ways in this new installment, but its
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heart remains where it has always been, at the center
of life in Edinburgh's New Town.

Bertie Plays the Blues
The author of the best-selling and universally adored
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series now gives us
The Forever Girl, a novel about love and following
one’s heart, and the unexpected places to which this
can lead us. Amanda and her husband, David, feel
fortunate to be raising their son and daughter in the
close-knit community of ex-pats on Grand Cayman
Island, an idyllic place for children to grow up. Their
firstborn, Sally, has always listened to her heart,
deciding at age four that she would rather be called
Clover and then, a few years later, falling in love with
her best friend, James. But the comforting embrace of
island life can become claustrophobic for adults,
especially when they are faced with difficult
situations. At the same time that Clover falls in love
with James, Amanda realizes that she has fallen out of
love with David . . . and that she is interested in
someone else. While Amanda tries to navigate the
new path her heart is leading her down, Clover finds,
much to her dismay, that James seems to be growing
away from her. And when they leave the island for
boarding school—James to England and Clover to
Scotland—she feels she may have lost him for good.
As Clover moves on to university, seldom seeing
James but always carrying him in her heart, she finds
herself torn between a desire to go forward with her
life and the old feelings that she just can’t shed.
Through the lives of Clover and James, and Amanda
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and David, acclaimed storyteller Alexander McCall
Smith tells a tale full of love and heartbreak, humor
and melancholy, that beautifully demonstrates the
myriad ways in which love shapes our lives. This
eBook edition includes a Reading Group Guide.

Bertie's Guide to Life and Mothers
Isabel finds herself entangled in some tricky familial
and financial situations that will require all of her
kindness, charm, and philosophical expertise to
navigate. Just when Isabel and Jamie finally seem to
have some time to connect and unwind, a wealthy
Edinburgh resident reaches out to Isabel with an
unusual request—he would like her to become the
executor of his large Highland estate. Though Isabel
initially demurs, he presses on. He has only a short
time to live, and, without any direct heirs, is
struggling to determine which of his three cousins
would be the best caretaker. Should it go to the
bohemian artist, the savvy city property developer, or
the quiet, unassuming bachelor? As if this weren’t
enough to keep Isabel occupied, she’s also spending
more time helping her niece Cat at the deli. Cat,
perennially unlucky in love, seems to have finally
found her match in the leonine Leo. But Isabel is
beginning to suspect that Leo might be interested in
more than Cat’s charms, namely her access to the
family trust. Isabel will need to rely upon remarkable
reserves of intelligence and compassion in order to
give all parties exactly what they want and
deserve—no more, and no less.
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The Unbearable Lightness of Scones
A deliciously entertaining new series by the
bestselling author of The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency The many fans of Precious Ramotswe will find
further cause for celebration in the protagonist of
Alexander McCall Smith’s irresistibly funny trilogy, the
eminent (if shamefully under-read) philologist
Professor Dr. Mortiz-Maria von Igelfeld of the Institute
at Regensburg. Unnaturally tall, hypersensitive to
slights, and oblivious to his own frequent gaucheries,
von Igelfeld is engaged in a never-ending quest to win
the respect he knows is due him. Portuguese Irregular
Verbs follows the Professor from a busman’s holiday
researching old Irish obscenities to a flirtation with a
desirable lady dentist. In The Finer Points of Sausage
Dogs, von Igelfeld practices veterinary medicine
without a license, transports relics for a schismatically
challenged Coptic prelate and is mobbed by marriageminded widows on board a Mediterranean cruise ship.
In At the Villa of Reduced Circumstances, the final
novel in the trilogy, we find our hero suffering the
slings of academic intrigue as a visiting fellow at
Cambridge, and the slings of outrageous fortune in an
eventful Columbian adventure. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

A Work of Beauty
Welcome to the extraordinary world of Professor Dr.
Moritz-Maria von Igelfeld, an unnaturally tall and
memorable character whose sublime insouciance is a
blend of the cultivated pomposity of Frasier Crane
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and Inspector Clouseau’s hapless gaucherie. The
complete exploits of this unlikely adventurer are
delightfully captured in The 21⁄2 Pillars of Wisdom.
From the Trade Paperback edition.

First Nights
Excitement abounds when the revolving door of life
brings fresh faces and hilarious new developments to
the residents of 44 Scotland Street. Things are looking
up for seven-year-old Bertie Pollock. The arrival of his
spirited grandmother and the absence of his
meddlesome mother—who is currently running a book
club in a Bedouin harem (don’t ask)—bring
unforeseen blessings: no psychotherapy, no Italian
lessons, and no yoga classes. Meanwhile, surprises
await Scotland Street’s grown-ups. Matthew makes a
discovery that could be a major windfall for his family,
but also presents a worrisome dilemma. Pat learns a
secret about her father’s fiancée that may shake up
her family, unless she can convince the perpetually
narcissistic Bruce to help her out. And the Duke of
Johannesburg finds himself in sudden need of an
explanation—and an escape route—when accosted by
a determined guest at a soirée. From the cunning
schemes of the Association of Scottish Nudists to the
myriad expressive possibilities of the word “aye,”
Alexander McCall Smith guides us through the risks
and rewards of friendship, love, and family with his
usual inimitable wit and irresistible charm.

Lovers and Others
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"Scotland Street witnesses the wedding of the century
of Angus Lordie to Domenica Macdonald, but as the
newlyweds depart on their honeymoon, Edinburgh is
in disarray. However, the residents of Scotland Street
rally, and order is restored by the combined effects of
understanding, kindness, and, most of all,
friendship"--

The Peppermint Tea Chronicles
The twelfth installment in the beloved, bestselling
series is once again a beautiful blend of wit and
wisdom, and a profoundly touching tale of the human
heart. Precious Ramotswe is haunted by a dream in
which she is driving her dear old white van. Grace
Makutsi dreams that her 97 percent on the Botswana
Secretarial College exam was a mistake. When Mma
Ramotswe discovers that her van is actually still in
use (and, of course, sets out to retrieve it), Mma
Makutsi wonders whether her dream will turn out to
be prophetic as well. They can only wait and see, but,
in the meantime, one of Phuti Radiphuti's apprentices
has gotten a girl pregnant and, under pressure to
marry her, has run away. Naturally, it is up to
Precious and Grace to help the couple work things
out. In other developments, Mma Ramotswe
investigates a case of rural jealousy in which cattle
are being poisoned. Add to the mix Violet Sephotho's
newly begun, already unstoppable run for the
Botswana Parliament and the possibility that wedding
bells may finally ring for Phuti Radiphuti and Grace
Makutsi — whose love for each other is as great as
their love for Botswana — and we have a charming
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and delightful tale from the inimitable Alexander
McCall Smith. From the Hardcover edition.

Forty-four Scotland Street
In the Swedish criminal justice system, certain cases
are considered especially strange and difficult, in
Malmö, the dedicated detectives who investigate
these crimes are members of an elite squad known as
the Sensitive Crimes Division. These are their stories.
The first case: the small matter of a man stabbed in
the back of the knee. Who would perpetrate such a
crime and why? Next: a young woman's imaginary
boyfriend goes missing. But how on earth do you
search for someone who doesn't exist? And in the
final investigation: eerie secrets that are revealed
under a full moon may not seem so supernatural in
the light of day. No case is too unusual, too
complicated, or too, well insignificant for this squad to
solve. The team: Ulf “the Wolf” Varg, the top dog,
thoughtful and diligent; Anna Bengsdotter, who's in
love with Varg's car (and possibly Varg too); Carl
Holgersson, who likes nothing more than filling out
paperwork; and Erik Nykvist, who is deeply committed
to fly fishing. With the help of a rather verbose local
police officer, this crack team gets to the bottom of
cases other detectives can't or won't bother to
handle. Equal parts hilarious and heartening, The
Department of Sensitive Crimes is a tour de farce
from a true master.

In a Time of Distance
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Grammy
Award–nominated, platinum-selling musician Halsey is
heralded as one of the most compelling voices of her
generation. In I Would Leave Me If I Could, she reveals
never-before-seen poetry of longing, love, and the
nuances of bipolar disorder. In this debut collection,
Halsey bares her soul. Bringing the same artistry
found in her lyrics, Halsey’s poems delve into the
highs and lows of doomed relationships, family ties,
sexuality, and mental illness. More hand grenades
than confessions, these autobiographical poems
explore and dismantle conventional notions of what it
means to be a feminist in search of power. Masterful
as it is raw, passionate, and profound, I Would Leave
Me If I Could signals the arrival of an essential voice.
Book cover painting, American Woman, by the author.

I Would Leave Me If I Could.
HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE. "I love this city, and
always shall. I write about it. I dream about it. I walk
its streets and see something new each day - traces
of faded lettering on the stone, still legible, but just;
some facade that I have walked past before and not
noticed; an unregarded doorway with the names, in
brass, of those who lived there sixty years ago, the
bell-pulls sometimes still in place, as if one might
summon long-departed residents from their
slumbers." Edinburgh is a city of stories - a place that
has witnessed everything from great historical
upheavals, to the individual lives of a remarkable cast
of characters. Every spire, cobblestone, bridge, close
and avenue has a tale to tell. In this sumptuous new
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book, Alexander McCall Smith curates his own,
distinctive story of Edinburgh - combining his
affectionate, incisive wit with a wealth of stunning
imagery drawn from Scotland's national collection of
architecture and archaeology.

Sunshine on Scotland Street
In the second installment in the best-selling Detective
Varg series, Ulf and his team investigate a notorious
philanderer—a wolf of a man whose bad reputation
may be all bark and no bite. The Department of
Sensitive Crimes, renowned for taking on the most
obscure and irrelevant cases is always prepared to
dive into an investigation, no matter how complex. So
when the girlfriend of an infamous author who insists
her bad-boy beau is being blackmailed approaches Ulf
Varg, the department’s lead detective, Ulf is
determined to help. It’s rather difficult to determine
what skeletons hide in the hard-living lothario’s
closet, though. And while Swedes are notoriously
tolerant . . . well, there are limits. Even for the
Swedish. The case requires Ulf’s total concentration,
but he finds himself distracted by his ongoing
attraction to his co-worker, Anna, whose own fears
about her husband’s fidelity are causing a strain on
her marriage. When Ulf is also tasked with looking
into a group of dealers exporting wolves that seem
more canis familiaris than canis lupus, it will require
all of his team’s investigative instincts and dogged
persistence to put these matters to bed.

44 Scotland Street
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44 SCOTLAND STREET - BOOK 11 Our beloved cast of
characters are back, as are the joys and trials of life
at 44 Scotland Street in this latest installment of
Alexander McCall Smith’s delightfully charming series.
Bertie’s mother, Irene, returns from the Middle East to
discover that, in her absence, her son has been
exposed to the worst of evils—television shows, ice
cream parlors, and even unsanctioned art at the
National Portrait Gallery. Her wrath descends on
Bertie’s long-suffering father, Stuart. But Stuart has
found a reason to spend more time outside of the
house and seems to have a new spring in his step.
What does this mean for the residents of 44 Scotland
Street? The winds of change have come to the others
as well. Angus undergoes a spiritual transformation
after falling victim to an unexpected defenestration.
Bruce has fallen in a rather different sense for a
young woman who is determined to share with him
her enthusiasm for extreme sports. Matthew and
Elspeth have a falling out with their triplets’ au pair,
while Big Lou continues to fall in love with her new
role as a mother. And as Irene resumes work on what
she calls her Bertie Project, reinstating Bertie’s Italian
lessons, yoga classes, and psychotherapy, Bertie
begins to hatch a project of his own—one that
promises freedom.

A Star Is Bored
Looks at the tenants of 44 Scotland Street, home to
some of Edinburgh's most colourful characters.

The World According to Bertie
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44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 4 The residents and
neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of
Edinburgh come to vivid life in these gently satirical,
wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring sixyear-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just
ask his mother. There is never a quiet moment on 44
Scotland Street. In The World According to Bertie, Pat
deals with the reappearance of Bruce, which has her
heart skipping—and not in a pleasant way. Angus
Lordie's dog Cyril has been taken away by the
authorities, accused of being a serial biter.
Unexpectedly, Domenica has offered to help free him.
As usual, Big Lou is still looking for love, and handing
out coffee and advice to the always contemplative
Matthew. And Bertie, the beleaguered Italianspeaking six year old prodigy, now has a little brother,
Ulysses, who Bertie hopes will help distract his pushy
mother Irene. Beautifully observed, cleverly detailed,
The World According to Bertie is classic McCall Smith
and a treat for his avid fans as well as his first time
readers.

The Revolving Door of Life
Alexander McCall Smith's wildly popular 44 Scotland
Street series chronicles life in a corner of Edinburgh
brimming with wit and humor. Newlywed painter and
sometime somnambulist Angus Lordie might be
sleepwalking his way into trouble with Animal Welfare
when he lets his dog Cyril drink a bit too much lager
at the local bar. The longsuffering Bertie, on the cusp
of his seventh birthday party, has taken to dreaming
about his eighteenth, a time when he will be able to
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avoid the indignity of unwanted girl attendees and the
looming threat of a gender-neutral doll from his
domineering mother Irene. Matthew and Elspeth
struggle to care for their triplets, contending with
Danish au pairs and dubious dukes to boot, while the
narcissistic Bruce faces his greatest challenge yet in
the form of an over-eager waxologist. As ever, when
Alexander McCall Smith visits 44 Scotland Street, fun
is sure to follow.

My Italian Bulldozer
44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 8 The residents and
neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of
Edinburgh come to vivid life in these gently satirical,
wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring sixyear-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just
ask his mother. From social media to the finer points
of human behavior, this episode of Alexander McCall
Smith's popular 44 Scotland Street series provides an
entertaining commentary on a small corner of modern
life in Edinburgh where, contrary to received wisdom,
the sun nearly always shines. Angus Lordie and
Domenica Macdonald are finally tying the knot.
Unsurprisingly, Angus is not quite prepared and
averting a wedding-day disaster falls to his best man,
Matthew. When the newlyweds finally head off on
their honeymoon, Angus's dog Cyril goes to stay with
the Pollocks—to the delight of one member of the
family, and the utter despair of another. The longsuffering Bertie knows firsthand how stringent his
mother's rules can be, and he resolves to help Cyril
set off on an adventure. Meanwhile, Big Lou becomes
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a viral Internet sensation, and the incurable narcissist
Bruce meets his match in the form of a doppelganger
neighbor, who proposes a plan that could change
both their lives.

Espresso Tales
"A Star is Bored is an absolute knockout. Riotously
funny and wickedly tender." — Taylor Jenkins Reid,
New York Times bestselling author of Daisy Jones and
the Six People Magazine Best Book of Summer 2020 Named a Must-Read Summer book by Town &
Country - Named One of the 14 Best Books of
Summer 2020 by Harper's Bazaar - One of Library
Journal's 2020 "Titles to Watch" - One of the 30 Best
Beach Reads According to Parade Magazine The Devil
Wears Prada meets Postcards From the Edge in a
hilariously heartfelt novel influenced in part by the
author’s time assisting Carrie Fisher. Charlie Besson is
tense and sweating as he prepares for an insane job
interview. His car is idling, like his life, outside the
Hollywood mansion of Kathi Kannon, star of stage and
screen and People magazine’s worst dressed list. She
needs an assistant. He needs a hero. Kathi is an icon,
bestselling author, and an award winning actress,
most known for her role as Priestess Talara in a
blockbuster sci-fi film. She’s also known in another
role: crazy. Admittedly so. Famously so. Fabulously
so, as Charlie quickly discovers. Their three year
odyssey is filled with late night shopping sprees, last
minute trips to see the aurora borealis, and an
initiation to that most sacred of Hollywood tribes: the
personal assistant. But Kathi becomes much more
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than a boss, and as their friendship grows, Charlie
must make a choice. Will he always be on the
sidelines of life, assisting the great forces that be, or
can he step into his own leading role? Laugh-out-loud
funny, and searingly poignant, Byron Lane's A Star is
Bored is a novel that, like the star at its center, is
enchanting and joyous, heartbreaking and hopeful.

The Department of Sensitive Crimes
44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 6 The residents and
neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of
Edinburgh come to vivid life in these gently satirical,
wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring sixyear-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just
ask his mother. The great city of Edinburgh is
renowned for its impeccable restraint, so how, then,
did the extended family of 44 Scotland Street come to
be trembling on the brink of reckless self-indulgence?
After seven years and five books, Bertie
is—finally!—about to turn seven. But one afternoon
he mislays his meddling mother Irene, and learns a
valuable lesson: wish-fulfillment can be a dangerous
business. Angus and Domenica contemplate whether
to give in to romance on holiday in Italy, and even
usually down-to-earth Big Lou is overheard discussing
cosmetic surgery. Funny, warm, and heartfelt as ever,
The Importance of Being Seven offers fresh and wise
insights into philosophy and fraternity among
Edinburgh's most lovable residents.

Portuguese Irregular Verbs
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We are back in Scotland Street, where Bertie is now
living with his father and younger brother, Ulysses, his
mother, Irene, having gone off to Aberdeen (at long
last, in the view of some). Bertie's father has found a
friend, and is trying to get to know her better. Irene,
though, may have other ideas. Big Lou is developing
her coffee bar, aided by her new business partner,
Matthew, father of triplets and dealer in art. Bruce,
the confirmed narcissist, meets a charming dental
hygienist. Will he reform and settle down? The
mysterious Italian nun who arrived in Scotland with
Antonia, one of the residents of Scotland Street, is
becoming more enigmatic. Her meteoric social rise,
however, continues unabated. She is now on the
board of the Scottish National Gallery and is planning
a rehang of the nation's paintings. Will she get away
with that?

44 Scotland Street
The North American debut of an exciting new voice in
British poetry The Scottish poet Niall Campbell's first
book, Moontide, won the Edwin Morgan Poetry Prize,
the largest such prize in the United Kingdom, was
named the Saltire Scottish First Book of the Year, and
was shortlisted for both the Fenton Aldeburgh and
Forward prizes for best first collection. First
Nights—which includes all the poems in Moontide and
sixteen new ones—marks the North American debut
of an exciting new voice in British poetry. First Nights
offers vivid descriptions of the natural world, and the
joy found in moments of quiet, alongside intimate
depictions of new parenthood. Campbell grew up on
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the remote, sparsely populated islands of South Uist
and Eriskay in Scotland’s Outer Hebrides, and First
Nights is filled with images of the islands’ seascapes,
myths, wildlife, and long, dark winters. But the poems
widen beyond their immediate locations to include
thoughts on sculpture and mythology, Zola and
Dostoevsky, and life in English cities and French
villages. In the poems on early fatherhood, the
geography shifts from coastal stretches to bare, dimly
lit rooms. Stripped back, honest, and immediate,
these poems capture moments of vulnerability, when
the only answer is to love. Combining skilled
storytelling, precise language, an allegiance to meter
and form, and a quiet musicality, these poems
resonate with silence and song, mystery and wonder,
exploring ideas of companionship and withdrawal,
love, and the stillness of solitude. The result is a
collection that promises to be a classic.

La's Orchestra Saves the World
The bestselling author of the No. 1 Ladies Detective
Agency Series brings his trademark warmth and
wisdom to his novel chronicling the lives of the
residents of 44 Scotland Street that's 'as charming as
the bohemian street in which it's set' (Scottish Daily
Record) The story revolves around the comings and
goings at No. 44 Scotland Street, a fictitious building
in a real street in Edinburgh. Immediately
recognisable are the Edinburgh chartered surveyor,
stalwart of the Conservative Association, who dreams
of membership of Scotland's most exclusive golf club.
We have the pushy Stockbridge mother, and her
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prodigiously talented five-year-old son, who is making
good progress with the saxophone and with his
Italian. Then there is Domenica Macdonald who is that
type of Edinburgh lady who sees herself as a citizen of
a broader intellectual world. In McCall Smith's hands
such characters retain charm and novelty,
simultaneously arousing both mirth and empathy. 44
Scotland Street is vintage McCall Smith, tackling
issues of trust and honesty, snobbery and hypocrisy,
love and loss, but all with great lightness of touch.
Clever, elegant and funny, this is a novel that
provides huge entertainment but which is
underpinned by the moral dilemmas of everyday life
and the characters' struggles to resolve them.
Contains an exclusive extract from The Department of
Sensitive Crimes, the first novel in the new Detective
Varg series by Alexander McCall Smith

The Talented Mr. Varg
When twenty-year-old Pat rents a room from
handsome and cocky Bruce, she inherits some
delightfully colourful neighbours: Domenica, an
insightful and eccentric widow; Bertie, a five-year-old
whos̕ mastered both saxophone and Italian; and
Irene, his overbearing mother. Pats̕ new job at a
gallery seems easy enough. Her boss spends most of
his time drinking coffee in a local café and discussing
matters great and small, and Pats̕ duties are light.
That is until she realizes that one of their paintings
may be an undiscovered work of a renowned Scottish
artist and she discovers that one of their customers
may be in on the secret. Add to this a fancy ball, love
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triangles and an encounter with a famous crime
writer, and you have Alexander McCall Smiths̕
entertaining and witty portrait of Edinburgh society.

A Conspiracy of Friends
Bestselling author Alexander McCall Smith brings all
the warmth of his extraordinary No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency books and the Sunday Philosophy
Club series to this witty novel chronicling the lives of
the residents of 44 Scotland Street in Edinburgh.
Originally serialized in The Scotsman, 44 Scotland
Street is an international sensation. When twentyyear-old Pat rents a room from handsome and cocky
Bruce, she inherits some delightfully colourful
neighbours: Domenica, an insightful and eccentric
widow; Bertie, a five-year-old who’s mastered both
saxophone and Italian; and Irene, his overbearing
mother. Pat’s new job at a gallery seems easy
enough. Her boss spends most of his time drinking
coffee in a local café and discussing matters great
and small, and Pat’s duties are light. That is until she
realizes that one of their paintings may be an
undiscovered work of a renowned Scottish artist and
she discovers that one of their customers may be in
on the secret. Add to this a fancy ball, love triangles
and an encounter with a famous crime writer, and you
have Alexander McCall Smith’s entertaining and
humorous portrait of Edinburgh society.

The Cleverness Of Ladies
"Excitement abounds when the revolving door of life
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brings fresh faces and hilarious new developments to
the residents of Edinburgh's fictitious 44 Scotland
Street"--

The Bertie Project
CORDUROY MANSIONS - Book 1 In the Corduroy
Mansions series of novels, set in London’s hip Pimlico
neighborhood, we meet a cast of charming eccentrics,
including perhaps the world’s most clever terrier, who
make their home in a handsome, though slightly
dilapidated, apartment block. Corduroy Mansions is
the affectionate nickname given to a genteel,
crumbling mansion block in London’s vibrant Pimlico
neighborhood and the home turf of a captivating
collection of quirky and altogether McCall-Smithian
characters. There’s the middle-aged wine merchant
William, who’s trying to convince his reluctant twentyfour-year-old son, Eddie, to leave the nest; and
Marcia, the boutique caterer who has her sights set
on William. There’s also the (justifiably) much-loathed
Member of Parliament Oedipus Snark; his mother,
Berthea, who’s writing his biography and hating every
minute of it; and his long-suffering girlfriend, Barbara,
a literary agent who would like to be his wife (but,
then, she’d like to be almost anyone’s wife). There’s
the vitamin evangelist, the psychoanalyst, the art
student with a puzzling boyfriend and Freddie de la
Hay, the Pimlico terrier who insists on wearing a seat
belt and is almost certainly the only avowed
vegetarian canine in London. Filled with the ins and
outs of neighborliness in all its unexpected variations,
Corduroy Mansions showcases the life, laughter and
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humanity that have become the hallmarks of
Alexander McCall Smith’s work.

Love Over Scotland
The best-selling author of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series returns with an irresistible new novel
about one man’s adventures in the Italian
countryside. Paul Stuart, a renowned food writer,
finds himself at loose ends after his longtime
girlfriend leaves him for her personal trainer. To cheer
him up, Paul’s editor, Gloria, encourages him to finish
his latest cookbook on-site in Tuscany, hoping that a
change of scenery (plus the occasional truffled pasta
and glass of red wine) will offer a cure for both
heartache and writer’s block. But upon Paul’s arrival,
things don’t quite go as planned. A mishap with his
rental-car reservation leaves him stranded, until a
newfound friend leads him to an intriguing
alternative: a bulldozer. With little choice in the
matter, Paul accepts the offer, and as he journeys
(well, slowly trundles) into the idyllic hillside town of
Montalcino, he discovers that the bulldozer may be
the least of the surprises that await him. What follows
is a delightful romp through the lush sights and
flavors of the Tuscan countryside, as Paul encounters
a rich cast of characters, including a young American
woman who awakens in him something unexpected. A
feast for the senses and a poignant meditation on the
complexity of human relationships, My Italian
Bulldozer is a charming and intensely satisfying love
story for anyone who has ever dreamed of a fresh
start.
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A Time of Love and Tartan
44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 5 The residents and
neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of
Edinburgh come to vivid life in these gently satirical,
wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring sixyear-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just
ask his mother. Featuring all the quirky characters we
have come to know and love, The Unbearable
Lightness of Scones, finds Bertie, the precocious sixyear-old, still troubled by his rather overbearing
mother, Irene, but seeking his escape in the Cub
Scouts. Matthew is rising to the challenge of married
life with newfound strength and resolve, while
Domenica epitomizes the loneliness of the longdistance intellectual. Cyril, the gold-toothed star of
the whole show, succumbs to the kind of romantic
temptation that no dog can resist and creates a small
problem, or rather six of them, for his friend and
owner Angus Lordie. With his customary deftness,
Alexander McCall Smith once again brings us an
absorbing and entertaining tale of some of Scotland's
most quirky and beloved characters--all set in the
beautiful, stoic city of Edinburgh. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Geometry of Holding Hands
The latest book in Alexander McCall Smith's popular
44 Scotland Street series is a sheer delight. Summer
has come to Scotland Street. The long days have
prompted its denizens to engage in flights of fancy.
Some, like the Duke of Johannesburg’s plan to create
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a microlite seaplane, are literal flights, and some, like
the vain Bruce Anderson’s idea of settling down with
one of his many admirers, are more metaphorical.
With the domineering Irene off pursuing academic
challenges, Stuart and Bertie are free to indulge in
summer fun. Stuart reconnects with an old
acquaintance over refreshing peppermint tea while
Bertie takes his friend Ranald Braveheart Macpherson
to the circus. But their trip to the big top becomes
rather more than the pleasant diversion they were
hoping for. Once again, Scotland Street teems with
the daily triumphs and challenges of those who call it
home, and provides a warm, wise, and witty chronicle
of the affairs in this corner of the world. AN ANCHOR
BOOKS ORIGINAL

The Revolving Door of Life
One of Alexander McCall Smith’s bestselling series
and the funniest, 44 Scotland Street is the world's
longest-running serialized novel and continues to be
published weekly in The Scotsman newspaper for
three months of each year. The 44 Scotland Street
series is truly heart-warming, terribly funny and filled
with the day-to-day lives of the residents of 44
Scotland Street, a converted Georgian townhouse in
Edinburgh. The first five novels chronicle the episodes
that begin when 20-year-old Pat rents a room from
handsome and cocky Bruce, and inherits some
delightfully colourful neighbours: Domenica, an
insightful and eccentric widow; Bertie, a 5-year-old
who’s mastered both saxophone and Italian; and
Irene, his overbearing mother. Pat has a new job at an
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art gallery, where her contemplative boss, Matthew,
spends most of his time drinking coffee in a local café
and discussing matters great and small, with barista
Big Lou, wise and lovelorn. Pat’s duties are light, until
she realizes that one of their paintings may be an
undiscovered work of a renowned Scottish artist and
she discovers that one of their customers may be in
on the secret. Add to this a fancy ball, love triangles,
an encounter with a famous crime writer, the dognapping of painter Angus Lordie’s gold-toothed dog
with a heart of gold, Cyril, and McCall Smith’s
observations on a wide range of issues, including the
merits of various forms of olive oil, the domestic
economy of contemporary pirate households and our
human search for happiness, and you have an
incredibly entertaining and nuanced portrait of
Edinburgh society. In the first five novels—44
Scotland Street, Espresso Tales, Love Over Scotland,
The World According to Bertie and The Unbearable
Lightness of Scones—full of gently satirical humour
and sympathy for his characters, McCall Smith offers
an affectionate portrait of a city and its people who, in
his own words, “make Edinburgh one of the most
vibrant and interesting places in the world.”

The 2 1/2 Pillars of Wisdom
In Espresso Tales, Alexander McCall Smith returns
home to Edinburgh and the glorious cast of his own
tales of the city, the residents of 44 Scotland Street,
with a new set of challenges for each one of them.
Bruce, the intolerably vain and perpetually deluded exsurveyor, is about to embark on a new career as a
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wine merchant, while his long-suffering flatmate Pat
MacGregor, set up by matchmaking Domenica
Macdonald, finds herself invited to a nudist picnic in
Moray Place in the pursuit of true love. Prodigious sixyear-old Bertie Pollock wants a boy's life of fishing
and rugby, not yoga and pink dungarees, and he plots
rebellion against his bossy, crusading mother Irene
and his psychotherapist Dr Fairbairn. But when
Bertie's longed-for trip to Glasgow with his ineffectual
father Stuart ends with Bertie taking money off
legendary Glasgow hard man Lard O'Connor at cards,
it looks as though Bertie should have been more
careful what he wished for. And all the time it appears
that both Irene Pollock and Dr Fairbairn are engaged
in a struggle with dark secrets and unconscious urges
of their own.

The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party
44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 3 The residents and
neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of
Edinburgh come to vivid life in these gently satirical,
wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring sixyear-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just
ask his mother. This just in from Edinburgh: the
complicated lives of the denizens of 44 Scotland
Street are becoming no simpler. Domenica Macdonald
has left for the Malacca Straits to conduct a perilous
anthropological study of pirate households. Angus
Lordie’s dog, Cyril, has been stolen, and is facing an
uncertain future wandering the streets. Bertie, the
prodigiously talented six-year-old, is still enduring
psychotherapy, but his burden is lightened by a junior
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orchestra's trip to Paris, where he makes some
interesting new friends. Back in Edinburgh, there is
romance for Pat with a handsome young man called
Wolf, until she begins to see the attractions of the
more prosaically named Matthew. Teeming with
McCall Smith’s wonderful wit and charming depictions
of Edinburgh, Love Over Scotland is another beautiful
ode to a city and its people that continue to fascinate
this astounding author.

The Double Comfort Safari Club
When Pat rents a room in Edinburgh, she acquires
some interesting neighbors--including a pushy
Stockbridge mother and her talented, sax-playing,
five-year-old son. Her job at an art gallery hardly
keeps her busy until she suspects one painting in the
collection may be an undiscovered work by a Scottish
master.

44 Scotland Street
There are times when ladies must use all their
wisdom and good sense to face life's problems and
mysteries. Mma Ramotswe, owner of the No.1 Ladies'
Detective Agency, keeps her wits about her as she
looks into why the country's star goalkeeper isn't
saving goals. Georgina turns her rudeness into a
virtue when she opens a successful hotel. Italian shopkeeper Fabrizia shows her bravery when her husband
betrays her. And in Suffolk during the Second World
War, gentle La proves that music really can make a
difference. With his trademark gift for storytelling,
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international bestselling author Alexander McCall
Smith brings us five tales of love, heartbreak, hope
and the cleverness of ladies.

The Forever Girl
Alexander McCall Smith returns to Corduroy Mansions,
the slightly dilapidated but beloved mansion block in
London's hip Pimlico neighbourhood, for this 3rd
instalment in his popular series. It seems the universe
is conspiring against the residents of Corduroy
Mansions, as everyone finds themselves struggling
with their nearest and dearest. Oedipus Snark is a
Member of Parliament so loathsome even his mother
can't abide him. As a matter of fact, Berthea Snark is
still working on her scathing biography of her
son--already 210 pages long, and that just covers his
lamentable childhood. Meanwhile, the business rivalry
is heating up between literary agents Rupert Porter
and Barbara Ragg, still hoping to get the manuscript
for Autobiography of a Yeti; fine arts graduate
Caroline Jarvis is blurring the fine line between
friendship and romance; Eddie French has found a
new, wealthy girlfriend; and his father, aspiring wine
merchant William French, fears that he'll never get his
Master of Wine certificate. Most importantly, William's
faithful terrier, Freddie de la Hay--perhaps the only
dog clever enough to have been recruited by
MI6--disappears while on a mystery tour around the
Suffolk countryside. Will Freddie find his way back to
Pimlico? Is this the end of Corduroy Mansions?
Readers will be captivated once again as McCall
Smith's genius for storytelling and eye for the quirky
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details of modern life conspire to produce page after
page of witty and entertaining episodes, and
beautifully observed characters.

44 Scotland Street: The First Five Novels
‘In a Time of Distance’, the poem from which the
collection take its title, was written at the start of the
global pandemic which struck at the start of 2020,
here the author reminds us of what is important in life
and to focus on love, friendship and family. And it is
this approach to life that makes this collection a
captivating celebration of love and friendship, of
Scotland and people, of animals and books. Looking
at the world through the lens of this writer, it is a
better, more humane place. Throughout the collection
there are moments of swoop and soar, descriptions
that will make you laugh and realign your view. The
author reminds us to look at the world differently, to
stop once in while and look up at the sky.

Sunshine on Scotland Street
Fans around the world adore the bestselling No. 1
Ladies’ Detective Agency series and its proprietor,
Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier lady
detective. In this charming series, Mma
Ramotswe—with help from her loyal associate, Grace
Makutsi—navigates her cases and her personal life
with wisdom, good humor, and the occasional cup of
tea. In this story, Precious Ramotswe deals with
issues of mistaken identity and great fortune against
the beautiful backdrop of Botswana’s remote and
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striking Okavango Delta. Mma Ramotswe and Mma
Makutsi head to a safari camp to carry out a delicate
mission on behalf of a former guest who has left one
of the guides a large sum of money. But once they
find their man, Precious begins to sense that
something is not right. To make matters worse,
shortly before their departure Mma Makutsi’s fiancé,
Phuti Radiphuti, suffers a debilitating accident, and
when his aunt moves in to take care of him, she also
pushes Mma Makutsi out of the picture. Could she be
trying to break up the relationship? Finally, a local
priest and his wife independently approach Mma
Ramotswe with concerns of infidelity, creating a
rather unusual and tricky situation. Nevertheless,
Precious is confident that with a little patience,
kindness and good sense things will work out for the
best, something that will delight her many fans.

Bertie's Guide to Life and Mothers
A heart-warming stand alone novel about the lifeaffirming powers of music and company during a time
of war, from the best-selling and beloved author of
The No.1 Ladies' Detective Agency. When Lavender,
La to her friends, moves to the Suffolk countryside,
it’s not just to escape the London Blitz but also to flee
the wreckage of a disastrous marriage. But as she
starts to become a part of the community, she
detects a sense of isolation. Her deep love of music
and her desire to bring people together inspire her to
start an orchestra. Little did she know that through
this orchestra she would not only give hope and
courage to the people of the community, but also that
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she would meet a man, Feliks, a shy upright Pole, who
would change her life forever.

The Importance of Being Seven
44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 7 The residents and
neighbors of 44 Scotland Street and the city of
Edinburgh come to vivid life in these gently satirical,
wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring sixyear-old Bertie, a remarkably precocious boy—just
ask his mother. If you haven’t met the residents of 44
Scotland Street yet, there is no better time, since
everyone seems to be in the midst of new beginnings.
New parents Matthew and Elspeth must muddle
through the difficulties of raising their triplets
Rognvald, Tobermory and Fegus—there's normal
sleep deprivation, and then there's trying to tell the
children apart from one another. Angus and Domenica
are newly engaged, and now they must negotiate the
complex merger of two households. Domenica is also
forced to deal with the return of an old flame, while
Big Lou has begun the search for a new one, boldly
exploring the new world of online dating and coming
up with an Elvis impersonator on the first try. And in
Bertie’s family, there's a shift in power as his father
Stuart starts to stand up to overbearing mother,
Irene—and then there’s Bertie, who has been thinking
that he might want to start over with a new family
and so puts himself up for adoption on eBay. With his
signature charm and gentle wit Alexander McCall
Smith vividly portrays the lives of Edinburgh’s most
unique and beloved characters. From the Trade
Paperback edition.
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