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The One by Whom Scandal Comes

This book presents powerfully documented vignettes to the key end times
questions of “Who is the Anti-Christ?, What does the 666 mean? What about

America?” No other book provides the scriptural proof texting direct from the
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Greek and Hebrew to confirm that Obama is the Anti-Christ, the 666 represents the
mindset of Socialism, and America is doomed to a nuclear holocaust. Luke 10:18
records Jesus stating “l beheld Satan as lightning” which translates to “Satan as
Barack” in Hebrew. Judas Iscariot, the betrayer of Christ, did so in a socialist rage
against the inequalities of life and Jesus’s acceptance of poverty. Finally, Isaiah
chapter 18 describes the massive destruction of a nation matching the unique
characteristics of the USA on 16 different points all ending with the bringing of
“THE SHE” qift, the Bride of Christ, the Church to heaven.

Paradise Lost. Book 10

French theorist René Girard was one of the major thinkers of the twentieth century.
Read by international leaders, quoted by the French media, Girard influenced such
writers as J.M. Coetzee and Milan Kundera. Dubbed “the new Darwin of the human
sciences” and one of the most compelling thinkers of the age, Girard spent nearly
four decades at Stanford exploring what it means to be human and making major
contributions to philosophy, literary criticism, psychology and theology with his
mimetic theory. This is the first collection of interviews with Girard, one that brings
together discussions on Cervantes, Dostoevsky, and Proust alongside the causes of
conflict and violence and the role of imitation in human behavior. Granting
important insights into Girard's life and thought, these provocative and lively

conversations underline Girard's place a§ leading public intellectual and profound
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theorist.
Mimesis and Theory

Jewish esotericism is the oldest and most influential continuous occult tradition in
the West. Presenting lore that can spiritually enrich your life, this one-of-a-kind
encyclopedia is devoted to the esoteric in Judaism—the miraculous and the
mysterious. In this second edition, Rabbi Geoffrey W. Dennis has added over thirty
new entries and significantly expanded over one hundred other entries,
incorporating more knowledge and passages from primary sources. This
comprehensive treasury of Jewish teachings, drawn from sources spanning Jewish
scripture, the Talmud, the Midrash, the Kabbalah, and other esoteric branches of
Judaism, is exhaustively researched yet easy to use. It includes over one thousand
alphabetical entries, from Aaron to Zohar Chadesh, with extensive cross-references
to related topics and new illustrations throughout. Drawn from the well of a great
spiritual tradition, the secret wisdom within these pages will enlighten and
empower you. Praise: "An erudite and lively compendium of Jewish magical beliefs,
practices, texts, and individualsThis superb, comprehensive encyclopedia belongs
in every serious library."—Richard M. Golden, Director of the Jewish Studies
Program, University of North Texas, and editor of The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft:
The Western Tradition "Rabbi Dennis has performed a tremendously important

service for both the scholar and the novi/ce in composing a work of concise
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information about aspects of Judaism unbeknownst to most, and intriguing to
all."—Rabbi Gershon Winkler, author of Magic of the Ordinary: Recovering the
Shamanic in Judaism

Battling to the End

These hard-to-find writings afford an inside look at the emergence of Girard's
scapegoat theory from his pioneering analysis of rivalry and desire. Girard unbinds
the Oedipal triangle from its Freudian moorings, replacing desire for the mother
with desire for anyoneor anythinga rival desires."

Evolution of Desire

The ruler of darkness? the Tempter? the Great Red Dragon? Apollyon; the
Destroyer? One being is revealed to have all these titles and more - names that
reveal his horrific nature? All names given to Satan, your adversary who comes like
a lion "seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8). Today, many question and
even mock the very existence of Satan, as well as the reality of evil. Even in the
Church, by and large, there are few biblical resources on the subject to counter the
destructive claims raised in today's humanistic culture. In The Fall of Satan: Rebels
in the Garden you will discover the answers to 35 captivating questions, such as:
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How could one created good become so absorbed by evil? Why would God, who is
not evil, allow evil to continue to exist? Did sin begin with Adam or was its origin
found in Satan? When did Satan rebel against God's authority? Where can the
answers be found to such provocative, spiritual questions that have been asked so
many times over? Carefully consider the biblical response, since it is the only
completely reliable foundation for information about Satan. As our absolute
authority, we must reject unqualified conclusions drawn from sources outside the
Bible, such as the current ideas and traditions of the culture. No believer should be
unaware of these sound answers found in the Bible.

The Fall

Let's face it. Just the word exegesis puts some of us on edge. We are excited about
learning to interpret the Bible, but the thought of exegetical method evokes a chill.
Some textbooks on exegesis do nothing to overcome these apprehensions. The
language is dense. The concepts are hard. And the expectations are way too high.
However, the skills that we need to learn are ones that a minister of the gospel will
use every week. Exegesis provides the process for listening, for hearing the biblical
text as if you were an ordinary intelligent person listening to a letter from Paul or a
Gospel of Mark in first-century Corinth or Ephesus or Antioch. This book by Richard
Erickson will help you learn this skill. Thoroughly accessible to students, it clearly

introduces the essential methods of Fi)nte&ss’zr;reting the New Testament, giving
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students a solid grasp of basic skills while encouraging practice and holding out
manageable goals and expectations. Numerous helps and illustrations clarify,
summarize and illuminate the principles. And a wealth of exercises tied to each
chapter are available on the web. This is a book distinguished not so much by what
it covers as by how: it removes the "fear factor" of exegesis. There are many
guides to New Testament exegesis, but this one is the most accessible--and fun!

Catechism of the Catholic Church

In the beginning... Three brothers - Gabriel, Michael and Lucifer. Royalty.
Archangels. United in devotion to their father and all his works. But when Lucifer
learns of their father’s latest creation - a new race, fashioned from crude matter
and yet made in his image - he is consumed with resentment. Why have he and
his angelic kind been overlooked? After a bitter confrontation, Lucifer is cast out,
doomed to an eternity of exile and punishment. Unrepentant, he vows he won't
suffer alone. Mankind has made a powerful enemy - one determined to lure it into
darkness and torment any way he can... “There could be no bigger canvas for film-
making.” - Mark Ordesky (Executive Producer - Lord of the Rings); “Alec not only
re-frames pre-history; she also imaginatively illustrates how the realm of spirit
impacts the contemporary material world.” lleen Maisel (Executive Producer for the
Golden Compass) “This is the best work of fiction | have read since the last

installment of Dean Koontz’ Frankengteigﬂseries" Jim McDonald - 1340Mag - Online
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Entertainment Magazine.

To Reign in Hell

“Why is there so much violence in our midst?” René Girard asks. “No question is
more debated today. And none produces more disappointing answers.” In Girard’s
mimetic theory it is the imitation of someone else’s desire that gives rise to conflict
whenever the desired object cannot be shared. This mimetic rivalry, Girard argues,
is responsible for the frequency and escalating intensity of human conflict. For
Girard, human conflict comes not from the loss of reciprocity between humans but
from the transition, imperceptible at first but then ever more rapid, from good to
bad reciprocity. In this landmark text, Girard continues his study of violence in light
of geopolitical competition, focusing on the roots and outcomes of violence across
societies latent in the process of globalization. The volume concludes in a wide-
ranging interview with the Sicilian cultural theorist Maria Stella Barberi, where
Girard’s twenty-first century emphases on the continuity of all religions, global
conflict, and the necessity of apocalyptic thinking emerge.

The Holy Bible
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Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 1

Tells the disburbing tale of a clergyman and his unholy predilection for the children
of his parish

The Master and Margarita

In a fascinating analysis of critical themes in Feodor Dostoevsky’s work, René
Girard explores the implications of the Russian author’s “underground,” a site of
isolation, alienation, and resentment. Brilliantly translated, this book is a testament
to Girard’'s remarkable engagement with Dostoevsky’s work, through which he
discusses numerous aspects of the human condition, including desire, which Girard
argues is “triangular” or “mimetic”—copied from models or mediators whose
objects of desire become our own. Girard’s interdisciplinary approach allows him to
shed new light on religion, spirituality, and redemption in Dostoevsky’s writing,
culminating in a revelatory discussion of the author’s spiritual understanding and
personal integration. Resurrection is an essential and thought-provoking
companion to Dostoevsky’s Notes from the Underground.

The Fall of Lucifer
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The title echoes Jesus' words: "l saw Satan falling like lightning from heaven."
Girard persuades us that even as our world grows increasingly violent the power of
the Christ-event is so great that the evils of scapegoating and sacrifice are being
defeated even now. A new community, God's nonviolent kingdom, is being realized
- even now.

| See Satan Fall Like Lightning

Oedipus Unbound

Presenting an original global theory of culture, Girard explores the social function
of violence and the mechanism of the social scapegoat. His vision is a challenge to
conventional views of literature, anthropology, religion and psychoanalysis. Rene
Gerard is the Andrew B. Hammond Professor Emeritus of French Language,
Literature and Civilization at Stanford University, USA.

Violence and the Sacred

THE FALL is an experimental graphic novel about Satan's fall from power by author
and artist Q. But this reinvention of the classic mythological tale of war in heaven
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is told from one of the Devil's minions' perspective. This illustrated Q&A with a
fallen angel ~ where the author Q interviews a fallen angel A ~ tells the strikingly
remorseless story of Archangel Lucifer's struggle for power and fall from heaven
after his failed rebellion against the Almighty. It is a story about the struggle for
power unlike any other, and yet it feels so familiar that it cannot help but be seen
as the story of each and every one of us. And though you would expect a
sympathetic telling of Satan's story from one of his fallen angels, it will surprise
and succeed by being a stark and unforgiving tragedy of mythic proportions that
spares no one, least of all Satan. "The Fall is an elegant and thought provoking
meditation on power, love and fear." ~ NYC painter Charles Schick.

The Fall of Satan

"[Girard's] methods of extrapolating to find cultural history behind myths, and of
reading hidden verification through silence, are worthy enrichments of the critic's
arsenal." -- John Yoder, Religion and Literature.

Job

Paradise Lost is an epic poem in twelve books, in English heroic verse without
rhyme, by John Milton (C. P. P.) and was published in 1667. The subject is the fall of
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man, and the expulsion from Paradise.

The Encyclopedia of Jewish Myth, Magic and Mysticism

The King James Bible for ebook readers, desktops, tablets and phones. Including
Old Testament and New Testament, this is a wonderful tool that keeps the
scriptures at your fingertips. The translation that became the Authorized King
James Bible was begun in 1604 and in 1611 was published by the Church of
England, under the direction of King James. The translation was done by forty-
seven Church of England scholars, the New Testament coming from the Greek
Textus Receptus (Received Text), the Old Testament from the Masoretic Hebrew
text, and the Apocrypha from the Greek Septuagint (LXX), except for two Esdras
from the Latin Vulgate.

Violent Origins

As a part of the Counterpoints series, Four Views on the Historical Adam clearly
outlines four primary views on Adam held by evangelicals, featuring top-notch
proponents of each view presenting their positions in their own words and
critiquing the positions with which they disagree. You will come away with a better
understanding of the key biblical and theological issues at stake and of the
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implications of Adam for contemporary Christian witness and church life.
Contributors include Denis O. Lamoureux, John H. Walton, C. John Collins, and
William Barrick. Each focuses his essay on answering the following questions: What
is the biblical case for your viewpoint, and how do you reconcile it both with
modern science and with passages and potential interpretations that seem to
counter it? In what ways is your view more theologically consistent and coherent
than other views? What are the implications of your view for the spiritual life and
public witness of the church and individual believers, and how is your view a
healthier alternative for both? Concluding reflections by pastor-scholars Gregory A.
Boyd and Philip Graham Ryken highlight the significance of the topic in the faith of
everyday believers.

The Girard Reader

Father of Lies

Burkert, Girard, and Smith hold important and contradictory theories about the
nature and origin of ritual sacrifice, and the role violence plays in religion and
culture. These papers and conversations derive from a conference that pursued
the possibility and utility of a general theory of religion and culture, especially one
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based on violence. The special value of this volume is the conversations as
such—the real record of working scholars engaged with one another's theories, as
they make and meet challenges, and move and maneuver. Girard and Burkert
present different versions of the same conviction: that a single theory can account
for ritual and its social function, a theory that posits original acts of group violence.
Smith sharply questions both the possibility and the utility of such a general
theory. Among the highlights of this stimulating interchange of ideas is a searching
criticism of Girard's theory of generative scapegoating, which he answers with
clarity and conviction, and a challenging of Burkert's theory of the origin of
sacrifice in the hunt by Smith's argument, posed as a jeu d'esprit, that sacrifice
originates with the domestication of animals.

Resurrection from the Underground

Bestselling Author Makes Spiritual Warfare Strategies Accessible to All It seems
strange to consider: The Creator of the universe is at war with one of his own
creatures. The cosmic battle with evil is real, however, and spilling over into the
lives of unsuspecting dwellers here on earth. In this evangelically friendly approach
to spiritual warfare, Richards describes the invisible war raging around us. Through
careful analysis and exceptional scriptural insight, he exposes the origin of evil, the
demonic hierarchy, and Satan's current strategies. Richards then helps God's

people go on the offensive. This revePaIirllggmlook at deliverance will help even the
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most cautious believers participate in Jesus's victory and move confidently to
defeat the power of darkness in their own lives.

| See Satan Fall Like Lightning

“Really wonderful; an elegantly written initiation into the mimetic theory. | am
lucky to have interpreters who understand what | want to say and who can write so
well.” —René Girard The work of René Girard is hugely influential in literature and
cultural studies. But it is in understanding the relationship between religion and
violence that his theory has created its greatest impact. Girard's understanding of
mimetic rivalry and conflict and of scapegoating is seen by many to be the key to a
completely new understanding of Christianity. Girard's name evokes curiosity
and—often—strong feelings among devotees and skeptics. Discovering Girard is
the first book to present Girard's work to a wider audience. It explains and
appraises Girard's mimetic theory, shows its impact on theology and other
disciplines, and manages to convey the excitement that a discovery of Girard's
ideas often generates in readers.

The Revolt of the Angels

The Gap Theory shows evidence of the dinosaurs becoming extinct as the result of
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Satan’s fall and explores the origin of demons as being disembodied spirits of a pre-
Adamic race, who were judged by God, as the result of Satan’s sin. Why was man
commissioned by God in Genesis 1:28 to “replenish” the earth? Why did God use
that word? Could this be a reference to a pre-Adamic race that was created in
Genesis 1:1 and destroyed in Genesis 1:2 due to Satan’s fall, and which the human
was to “replace” or “replenish”? Read where angels that sinned left their heavenly
habitation and came down to earth to procreate with humans and whose children
were called “Mighty men, which were of old, men of renown,” offspring that are the
source of all the ancient secular myths that claim the “gods” came down to earth
and married human women.

The Unseen Realm

René Girard (1923-2015) was one of the leading thinkers of our era—a provocative
sage who bypassed prevailing orthodoxies to offer a bold, sweeping vision of
human nature, human history, and human destiny. His oeuvre, offering a “mimetic
theory” of cultural origins and human behavior, inspired such writers as Milan
Kundera and J. M. Coetzee, and earned him a place among the forty “immortals” of
the Académie Francaise. Too often, however, his work is considered only within
various academic specializations. This first-ever biographical study takes a wider
view. Cynthia L. Haven traces the evolution of Girard’s thought in parallel with his

life and times. She recounts his formative; years in France and his arrival in a
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country torn by racial division, and reveals his insights into the collective delusions
of our technological world and the changing nature of warfare. Drawing on
interviews with Girard and his colleagues, Evolution of Desire: A Life of René Girard
provides an essential introduction to one of the twentieth century’s most
controversial and original minds.

CREATION AND THE CONSEQUENCE OF SATAN'S FALL

In René Girard and Secular Modernity: Christ, Culture, and Crisis, Scott Cowdell
provides the first systematic interpretation of René Girard’s controversial approach
to secular modernity. Cowdell identifies the scope, development, and implications
of Girard’s thought, the centrality of Christ in Girard's thinking, and, in particular,
Girard's distinctive take on the uniqueness and finality of Christ in terms of his
impact on Western culture. In Girard’s singular vision, according to Cowdell,
secular modernity has emerged thanks to the Bible’s exposure of the cathartic
violence that is at the root of religious prohibitions, myths, and rituals. In the
literature, the psychology, and most recently the military history of modernity,
Girard discerns a consistent slide into an apocalypse that challenges modern ideas
of romanticism, individualism, and progressivism. In the first three chapters,
Cowdell examines the three elements of Girard’s basic intellectual vision (mimesis,
sacrifice, biblical hermeneutics) and brings this vision to a constructive

interpretation of “secularization” and “mc/)dernity," as these terms are understood
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in the broadest sense today. Chapter 4 focuses on modern institutions, chiefly the
nation state and the market, that function to restrain the outbreak of violence. And
finally, Cowdell discusses the apocalyptic dimension of Girard's theory in relation to
modern warfare and terrorism. Here, Cowdell engages with the most recent
writings of Girard (particularly his Battling to the End) and applies them to further
conversations in cultural theology, political science, and philosophy. Cowdell takes
up and extends Girard’s own warning concerning an alternative to a future
apocalypse: “What sort of conversion must humans undergo, before it is too late?”

René Girard's Mimetic Theory

In Battling to the End René Girard engages Carl von Clausewitz (1780-1831), the
Prussian military theoretician who wrote On War. Clausewitz, who has been
critiqued by military strategists, political scientists, and philosophers, famously
postulated that "War is the continuation of politics by other means." He also
seemed to believe that governments could constrain war. Clausewitz, a firsthand
witness to the Napoleonic Wars, understood the nature of modern warfare. Far
from controlling violence, politics follows in war's wake: the means of war have
become its ends. René Girard shows us a Clausewitz who is a fascinated witness of
history's acceleration. Haunted by the French-German conflict, Clausewitz clarifies
more than anyone else the development that would ravage Europe. Battling to the

End pushes aside the taboo that pre;/enlt?s/zys from seeing that the apocalypse has
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begun. Human violence is escaping our control; today it threatens the entire
planet.

Discovering Girard

Examines the novel based on an altruistic hero who dies, through a description of
five novelists.

| See Satan Fall Like Lightning

A systematic introduction into the mimetic theory of the French-American literary
theorist and philosophical anthropologist René Girard, this essential text explains
its three main pillars (mimetic desire, the scapegoat mechanism, and the Biblical
“difference”) with the help of examples from literature and philosophy. This book
also offers an overview of René Girard’s life and work, showing how much mimetic
theory results from existential and spiritual insights into one’s own mimetic
entanglements. Furthermore it examines the broader implications of Girard’s
theories, from the mimetic aspect of sovereignty and wars to the relationship
between the scapegoat mechanism and the question of capital punishment.
Mimetic theory is placed within the context of current cultural and political debates
like the relationship between religion and modernity, terrorism, the death penalty,
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and gender issues. Drawing textual examples from European literature (Cervantes,
Shakespeare, Goethe, Kleist, Stendhal, Storm, Flaubert, Dostoevsky, Proust) and
philosophy (Plato, Camus, Sartre, Lévi-Strauss, Derrida, Vattimo), Palaver uses
mimetic theory to explore the themes they present. A highly accessible book, this
text is complemented by bibliographical references to Girard’s widespread work
and secondary literature on mimetic theory and its applications, comprising a
valuable bibliographical archive that provides the reader with an overview of the
development and discussion of mimetic theory until the present day.

Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World

The Scapegoat

This updated second edition of the Catechism of the Catholic Church incorporates
all the final modifications made in the complete, official Latin text, accompanied by
line-by-line explanations of orthodox Catholicism, summaries of each section, a
detailed index, extensive cross-references, and helpful footnotes.

Deceit, Desire, and the Novel
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This revelatory new translation of Job by one of the world’s leading biblical scholars
will reshape the way we read this canonical text The book of Job has often been
called the greatest poem ever written. The book, in Edward Greenstein’s
characterization, is “a Wunderkind, a genius emerging out of the confluence of two
literary streams” which “dazzles like Shakespeare with unrivaled vocabulary and a
penchant for linguistic innovation.” Despite the text’s literary prestige and cultural
prominence, no English translation has come close to conveying the proper sense
of the original. The book has consequently been misunderstood in innumerable
details and in its main themes. Edward Greenstein’s new translation of Job is the
culmination of decades of intensive research and painstaking philological and
literary analysis, offering a major reinterpretation of this canonical text. Through
his beautifully rendered translation and insightful introduction and commentary,
Greenstein presents a new perspective: Job, he shows, was defiant of God until the
end. The book is more about speaking truth to power than the problem of unjust
suffering.

Satan Exposed

Before he was known as Mehmet he was called Lucifer. Here's the story of how he
fell. When angels appear in Celestia's groves as malformed and without wings,
they're cast out of paradise and into the darkness below. Lucifer has been charged

to roam the Birthing Forests and findPa %Qle?d of his own, only to watch the wingless
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angel be discarded. There's only one way he can save them Lucifer's Fall is a short
story written in the same world as the Celestial Downfall trilogy.

Conversations with René Girard

In The Unseen Realm, Dr. Michael Heiser examines the ancient context of
Scripture, explaining how its supernatural worldview can help us grow in our
understanding of God. He illuminates intriguing and amazing passages of the Bible
that have been hiding in plain sight. You'll find yourself engaged in an enthusiastic
pursuit of the truth, resulting in a new appreciation for God's Word. Why wasn't
Eve surprised when the serpent spoke to her? How did descendants of the
Nephilim survive the flood? Why did Jacob fuse Yahweh and his Angel together in
his prayer? Who are the assembly of divine beings that God presides over? In what
way do those beings participate in God's decisions? Why do Peter and Jude
promote belief in imprisoned spirits? Why does Paul describe evil spirits in terms of
geographical rulership? Who are the "glorious ones" that even angels dare not
rebuke? After reading this book, you may never read your Bible the same way
again. Endorsements "There is a world referred to in the Scripture that is quite
unseen, but also quite present and active. Michael Heiser's The Unseen Realm
seeks to unmask this world. Heiser shows how important it is to understand this
world and appreciate how its contribution helps to make sense of Scripture. The

book is clear and well done, treating ma2n2 ideas and themes that often go unseen
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themselves. With this book, such themes will no longer be neglected, so read it
and discover a new realm for reflection about what Scripture teaches." --Darrell L.
Bock, Executive Director for Cultural Engagement, Senior Research Professor of
New Testament Studies, Howard G. Hendricks Center for Christian Leadership and
Cultural Engagement "'How was it possible that | had never seen that before?' Dr.
Heiser's survey of the complex reality of the supernatural world as the Scriptures
portray it covers a subject that is strangely sidestepped. No one is going to agree
with everything in his book, but the subject deserves careful study, and so does
this book." --John Goldingay, David Allan Hubbard Professor of Old Testament,
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary "This is a 'big’' book in the best
sense of the term. It is big in its scope and in its depth of analysis. Michael Heiser
is a scholar who knows Scripture intimately in its ancient cultural context.
All--scholars, clergy, and laypeople--who read this profound and accessible book
will grow in their understanding of both the Old and New Testaments, particularly
as their eyes are opened to the Bible's 'unseen world.'" --Tremper Longman lll,
Robert H. Gundry Professor of Biblical Studies, Westmont College

Lucifer's Fall

Mimesis and Theory brings together twenty previously uncollected essays on
literature and literary theory by one of the most important thinkers of the past

thirty years.
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Satan as Barack Obama

Rene Girard, the author of groundbreaking scholarly books such as Violence and
the Sacred and Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World, has long been an
intellectual cause celebre in Europe. Although he has studied and taught in the
United States since the 1940s, he is now -- in his 70's -- finding his lifework praised
and taught in academic and religious circles throughout the country.The Girard
Reader brings that work to a broader audience. It includes major excerpts from
Girard's books and articles which cover all aspects of his theories on violence,
religion, and culture. These views cut across theology, biblical studies,
anthropology, psychology, and literature. The book concludes with a conversation
between Rene Girard and editor James G. Williams that brings new focus to his
Christian vision and breathtaking ouevre.

Four Views on the Historical Adam

The time is the Beginning. The place is Heaven. The story is the Revolt of the
Angels—a war of magic, corruption and intrigue that could destroy the universe. To
Reign in Hell was Stephen Brust's second novel, and it's a thrilling retelling of the
revolt of the angels, through the lens of epic fantasy. At the Publisher's request,
this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
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Paradise Lost

René Girard (1923-) was Professor of French Language, Literature and Civilization
at Stanford Unviersity from 1981 until his retirement in 1995. Violence and the
Sacred is Girard's brilliant study of human evil. Girard explores violence as it is
represented and occurs throughout history, literature and myth. Girard's forceful
and thought-provoking analyses of Biblical narrative, Greek tragedy and the
lynchings and pogroms propagated by contemporary states illustrate his central
argument that violence belongs to everyone and is at the heart of the sacred.
Translated by Patrick Gregory>

René Girard and Secular Modernity

| first read Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita on a balcony of the Hotel
Metropole in Saigon on three summer evenings in 1971. The tropical air was heavy
and full of the smells of cordite and motorcycle exhaust and rotting fish and wood-
fire stoves, and the horizon flared ambiguously, perhaps from heat lightning,
perhaps from bombs. Later each night, as was my custom, | would wander out into
the steamy back alleys of the city, where no one ever seemed to sleep, and crouch
in doorways with the people and listen to the stories of their culture and their
ancestors and their ongoing lives. Bulgakov taught me to hear something in those
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stories that | had not yet clearly heard. One could call it, in terms that would soon
thereafter gain wide currency, "magical realism". The deadpan mix of the fantastic
and the realistic was at the heart of the Vietnamese mythos. It is at the heart of
the present zeitgeist. And it was not invented by Gabriel Garcia Marquez, as
wonderful as his One Hundred Years of Solitude is. Garcia Marquez's landmark
work of magical realism was predated by nearly three decades by Bulgakov's
brilliant masterpiece of a novel. That summer in Saigon a vodka-swilling, talking
black cat, a coven of beautiful naked witches, Pontius Pilate, and a whole cast of
benighted writers of Stalinist Moscow and Satan himself all took up permanent
residence in my creative unconscious. Their presence, perhaps more than anything
else from the realm of literature, has helped shape the work | am most proud of.
I'm often asked for a list of favorite authors. Here is my advice. Read Bulgakov.
Look around you at the new century. He will show you things you need to see.

A Beginner's Guide to New Testament Exegesis

Rene Girard holds up the gospels as mirrors that reveal our broken humanity, and
shows that they also reflect a new reality that can make us whole. Like Simone
Weil, Girard looks at the Bible as a map of human behavior, and sees Jesus Christ
as the turning point leading to new life. The title echoes Jesus' words: "l saw Satan
falling like lightning from heaven". Girard persuades us that even as our world

grows increasingly violent the powerpof ;cSr)g Christ-event is so great that the evils of
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scapegoating and sacrifice are being defeated even now. A new community, God's
nonviolent kingdom, is being realized -- even now.
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