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Ghost Wars
The news-breaking book that has sent schockwaves through the White House,
Ghost Wars is the most accurate and revealing account yet of the CIA's secret
involvement in al-Qaeada's evolution. Prize-winning journalist Steve Coll has spent
years reporting from the Middle East, accessed previously classified government
files and interviewed senior US officials and foreign spymasters. Here he gives the
full inside story of the CIA's covert funding of an Islamic jihad against Soviet forces
in Afghanistan, explores how this sowed the seeds of bn Laden's rise, traces how
he built his global network and brings to life the dramatic battles within the US
government over national security. Above all, he lays bare American intelligence's
continual failure to grasp the rising threat of terrrorism in the years leading to 9/11
- and its devastating consequences.

The Soviet-Afghan War
On Christmas Day, 1991, President George H. W. Bush addressed the nation to
declare an American victory in the Cold War: earlier that day Mikhail Gorbachev
had resigned as the first and last Soviet president. The enshrining of that narrative,
one in which the end of the Cold War was linked to the disintegration of the Soviet
Union and the triumph of democratic values over communism, took center stage in
American public discourse immediately after Bush’s speech and has persisted for
decades—with disastrous consequences for American standing in the world. As
prize-winning historian Serhii Plokhy reveals in The Last Empire, the collapse of the
Soviet Union was anything but the handiwork of the United States. On the contrary,
American leaders dreaded the possibility that the Soviet Union—weakened by
infighting and economic turmoil—might suddenly crumble, throwing all of Eurasia
into chaos. Bush was firmly committed to supporting his ally and personal friend
Gorbachev, and remained wary of nationalist or radical leaders such as recently
elected Russian President Boris Yeltsin. Fearing what might happen to the large
Soviet nuclear arsenal in the event of the union’s collapse, Bush stood by
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Gorbachev as he resisted the growing independence movements in Ukraine,
Moldova, and the Caucasus. Plokhy’s detailed, authoritative account shows that it
was only after the movement for independence of the republics had gained
undeniable momentum on the eve of the Ukrainian vote for independence that fall
that Bush finally abandoned Gorbachev to his fate. Drawing on recently
declassified documents and original interviews with key participants, Plokhy
presents a bold new interpretation of the Soviet Union’s final months and argues
that the key to the Soviet collapse was the inability of the two largest Soviet
republics, Russia and Ukraine, to agree on the continuing existence of a unified
state. By attributing the Soviet collapse to the impact of American actions, US
policy makers overrated their own capacities in toppling and rebuilding foreign
regimes. Not only was the key American role in the demise of the Soviet Union a
myth, but this misplaced belief has guided—and haunted—American foreign policy
ever since.

The Soviet-Afghan War
This is the story of the defeat of Soviet Russia's forces in Afghanistan by a guerrilla
force known as the Mujahideen, heavily backed by Pakistan and the USA. The
Mujahideen paved the way for the Taliban regime, to exist having all but defeated
the Russian Army in the late 80's.The author, Brigadier Mohammad Yousaf, was
head of the Afghan Bureau of Pakistan's Inter-Service Intelligence and as such was
effectively the Mujahideen's commander-in-chief. He controlled the flow of
thousands of tons of arms across Pakistan and into its occupied neighbor, arms
that were bought with CIA and Saudi Arabian funds from the USA. One of the
Mujahideen's close allies was none other than Osama Bin Laden.This compelling
book was put together with great skill the by military historian, Mark Adkin in
conjunction with Brigadier Mohammad Yousaf and is essential reading for anyone
interested in the truth behind the Afghanistan War which led to the conditions that
exist there today.A hardback edition of this book was published by Casemate in
2001 under the title Afghanistan: The Bear Trap.

When More is Less
Former British Ambassador to the Soviet Union and author of the definitive account
of the Soviet invasion and occupation of Afghanistan, Sir Rodric Braithwaite offers
here a tour d'horizon of nuclear policy from the end of World War II and start of the
Cold War to the present day. Armageddon and Paranoia unfolds the full history of
nuclear weapons that began with the arms race between the United States and the
Soviet Union and now extends worldwide. For decades, an apocalypse seemed
imminent, staved off only by the certainty that if one side launched these missiles
the other would launch an equally catastrophic counterstrike. This method of
avoiding all-out nuclear warfare was called "Deterrence," a policy of Mutually
Assured Destruction (MAD). Still, though neither side actively wanted to plunge the
world into nuclear wasteland, the possibility of war by misjudgment or mistake
meant fears could never be entirely assuaged. Both an exploration of Deterrence
and the long history of superpower nuclear policy, Armageddon and Paranoia
comes at a time when tensions surrounding nuclear armament have begun
mounting once more. No book until this one has offered so comprehensive a
history of the topic that has guided--at times dominated--the world in which we
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The Hidden War
The Soviet war in Afghanistan was a grueling debacle that has striking lessons for
the twenty-first century. In The Great Gamble, Gregory Feifer examines the conflict
from the perspective of the soldiers on the ground. During the last years of the
Cold War, the Soviet Union sent some of its most elite troops to unfamiliar lands in
Central Asia to fight a vaguely defined enemy, which eventually defeated their
superior numbers with unconventional tactics. Although the Soviet leadership
initially saw the invasion as a victory, many Russian soldiers came to view the war
as a demoralizing and devastating defeat, the consequences of which had a
substantial impact on the Soviet Union and its collapse. Feifer's extensive research
includes eye-opening interviews with participants from both sides of the conflict. In
gripping detail, he vividly depicts the invasion of a volatile country that no power
has ever successfully conquered. Parallels between the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan and the U.S. invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq are impossible to
ignore—both conflicts were waged amid vague ideological rhetoric about freedom.
Both were roundly condemned by the outside world for trying to impose their
favored forms of government on countries with very different ways of life. And both
seem destined to end on uncertain terms. A groundbreaking account seen through
the eyes of the men who fought it, The Great Gamble tells an unforgettable story
full of drama, action, and political intrigue whose relevance in our own time is
greater than ever.

The Soviet–Afghan War 1979–89
"The Other Side of the Mountain: Mujahideen Tactics in the Soviet-Afghan War" by
Ali Ahmad Jalali. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of
titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction
and non-fiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world literature, we
issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been
meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and
devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to
everyone in a high-quality digital format.

Games without Rules
By the author of Destiny Disrupted: an enlightening, accessible history of modern
Afghanistan from the Afghan point of view, showing how Great Power conflicts
have interrupted its ongoing, internal struggle to take form as a nation

Dynamics of Political Development in Afghanistan
The Soviet Union's last war was played out against the backdrop of dramatic
change within the USSR. This is the first book to study the impact of the war on
Russian politics and society. Based on extensive use of Soviet official and unofficial
sources, as well as work with Afghan veterans, it illustrates the way the war fed
into a wide range of other processes, from the rise of grassroots political activism
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to the retreat from globalism in foreign policy.

The Gun
Based on huge research and scores of interviews, this book offers an unforgettable
and richly illustrated narrative of the military action that took place in Moscow
during 1941; telling portraits of Stalin and his generals, some apparatchiks, some
great commanders. It also traces the stories of individuals, soldiers, politicians and
intellectuals, writers and artists and dancers, workers, schoolchildren and
peasants. Click here to visit the author's website.

Across the Moscow River
Partly on the strength of their apparent success in "small wars" such as Malaya and
Northern Ireland, the British armed forces have long been perceived as world class,
if not world-beating. Yet under British control Basra degenerated into a lawless city
riven with militia violence and fear, while tactical mistakes and strategic
incompetence in Helmand province resulted in numerous casualties and a
burgeoning opium trade. In both cases the British were eventually and
humiliatingly baled out by the US military. In this thoughtful and compellingly
readable book, former military intelligence officer Frank Ledwidge, a veteran of
both campaigns, examines the British involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, asking
how and why it went so wrong. With the aid of copious research, interviews with
senior officers and his own experiences, he looks in detail at how British strategy is
developed and how senior officers are trained. He discusses the culture of the
British military and argues that at the root of these flawed operations has been a
reliance on obsolete structures, approaches and tactics, a culture of not asking
difficult questions and -- above all -- an inability to adapt to new challenges. This is
an eye-opening analysis of the causes of military failure, and its enormous costs. -Jacket.

The Bear Went Over the Mountain
This collection of vignettes was written by Soviet junior officers describing their
experiences fighting the Mujahideen guerillas. It is not a history of the SovietAfghan war, but snapshots of combat as seen by young platoon leaders, company
commanders, battalion commanders and military advisers.

The Bear Went Over the Mountain
"Western-led efforts to establish a post-Taliban order in Afghanistan are in serious
jeopardy. Beginning with the dynamics of Western intervention and its parallel
peacebuilding mission, Astri Suhrke examines the forces that have shaped this
grand international project and the apparent systemic bias toward deeper and
broader international involvement [] Her main argument is that the international
project to reconstruct Afghanistan contains serious tensions and contradictions
that have significantly impeded progress. As a result, deepening Western
involvement in the region has been dysfunctional rather than helpful, and massive
international support has created an extensively weak, corrupt, and unaccountable
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state. U.S.-led military operations have only undermined the peacebuilding
agenda, and increased international aid and monitoring have only led to Afghan
resentment and evasion. Suhrke instead proposes a less intrusive international
presence and recommends a longer time-frame for carrying out reconstruction.
She also encourages negotiations with militants to introduce a more Afghandirected order."--Dust jacket.

Red Flag Over Afghanistan
Traces the history of the AK-47 assault rifle, from its inception to its use by more
than fifty national armies around the world, to its role in modern-day Afghanistan,
discussing how the deadly weapon has helped alter world history.

Out of Afghanistan
This collection provides a broad analysis of Afghanistan and its neighbors in recent
decades and investigates the various historical and political contexts into which
the region has been placed. It examines the legacy of Soviet intervention, patterns
of cooperation and conflict among regional states, and recent US strategic
initiatives.

Return of a King
“Fine modern history . . . [Steele] demolishes some Western myths about
Afghanistan that betray short memories and government spin.” —The Economist A
masterful blend of graphic reporting, illuminating interviews, and insightful
analysis. Ghosts of Afghanistan is the first account of Afghanistan’s turbulent
recent history by an independent eyewitness. Jonathan Steele, an award-winning
journalist and commentator, has covered the country since his first visit there as a
reporter in 1981. In Ghosts of Afghanistan, he turns a spotlight on the numerous
myths about Afghanistan that have bedeviled foreign policy-makers and driven
them to repeat earlier mistakes. Steele has conducted numerous interviews with
ordinary Afghans, two of the country’s Communist presidents, senior Soviet
occupation officials, as well as Taliban leaders, Western diplomats, NATO advisers,
and United Nations negotiators. Steele cautions that military victory will elude the
West just as it eluded the Kremlin. Showing how and why Soviet efforts to
negotiate an end to the war came to nothing, he explains how negotiations today
could put a stop to the tragedies of civil war and foreign intervention that have
afflicted Afghanistan for three decades. “In this original look at the West’s
obsession with Afghanistan the ghosts include, of course, the inevitable innocents
who fall in war but also the public myths, official lies and inconvenient truths that
lie behind so much of the bloodshed there.” —Seymour Hersh, The New Yorker
“Steele has covered events in Afghanistan for many years, and he skewers with
palpable glee the myths and half-truths that are peddled by politicians, generals,
official spokesmen, and too many commentators.” —The Observer

The Vory
Rodric Braithwaite was British ambassador to Moscow during the critical years of
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Perestroika and the collapse of the Soviet Union, the failed coup of August 1991,
and the rise of Boris Yeltsin. From the vantage point of the British Embassy (once
the mansion of the great nineteenth-century merchant Pavel Kharitonenko) with its
commanding views cross the Moscow River to Red Square and the Kremlin,
Braithwaite had a ringside seat. With his long experience of Russia and the
Russians, who saw him as 'Mrs. Thatcher's Ambassador', on good personal terms
with Mikhail Gorbachev, he was in a privileged position close to the centre of
Russia's changing relationship with the West. But this is not primarily a memoir. It
is an intimate analysis of momentous change and the people who drove it, against
the background of Russia's long history and its unique but essentially European
culture. Braithwaite watched as Gorbachev and his allies struggled to modernise
and democratise a system which had already reached the point of terminal decay.
Against the opposition of the generals, they forced the abandonment of the
nuclear confrontation as the Soviet Union fell apart. The climax of the drama came
in August 1991 when a miscellaneous collection of conservative patriots - generals,
politicians and secret policemen - attempted to reverse the course of history and
succeeded only in accelerating the collapse of the Soviet Union.

The Great Gamble
This photographic history of the Soviet-Afghan War of 1979 to 1989 gives a
fascinating insight into a grim conflict that prefigured the American-led campaign
in that country. In an unequal struggle, the mujahedeen resisted for ten years,
then triumphed over Moscow. For the Soviet Union, the futile intervention has been
compared to the similar humiliation suffered by the United States in Vietnam. For
the Afghans the victory was just one episode in the long history of their efforts to
free their territory from the interference of foreign powers. By focusing on the
Soviet use of heavy weaponry, Anthony Tucker-Jones shows the imbalance at the
heart of a conflict in which the mechanized, industrial might of a super power was
set against lightly armed partisans who became experts in infiltration tactics and
ambushes. His work is a visual record of the tactics and the equipment the Soviets
used to counter the resistance and protect vulnerable convoys.It also shows what
this grueling conflict was like for the Soviet soldiers, the guerrilla fighters and the
Afghan population, and it puts the present war in Afghanistan in a thoughtprovoking historical perspective.

Afgantsy
'Englishness' is by no means the unchanging quality of those living in the territory
that has come to be England, but a concept that has been made and remade
throughout history, expressing itself through existing symbols and ideas. Since its
first publication in 1987 this collection has been regarded as a major work on
English national identity as it evolved during the period 1880-1920 and has had a
significant impact on writing and research. It is a classic text for students of
modern British history and courses in politics, sociology and literature. This
updated edition of Englishness contains a new introduction by Robert Colls and
Philip Dodd, which sets the work in the context of research done since its original
publication, and an afterword by Will Self which relates it to current debates on
Britain as a multinational state. This important collection contains ideas that are
still pertinent today, making it essential reading for students and scholars alike.
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Ghosts of Afghanistan
The first comprehensive history of over two centuries of warfare and international
conflict in Afghanistan, including the Anglo-Afghan wars of the nineteenth century,
the early twentieth century struggles over modernization, the fall of the last
monarchy, the Soviet-Afghan War, and the twenty-first century US Global War on
Terror.

The Other Side of the Mountain: Mujahideen Tactics in the
Soviet-Afghan War
The story of the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan is well known: the expansionist
Communists overwhelmed a poor country as a means of reaching a warm-water
port on the Persian Gulf. Afghan mujahideen upset their plans, holding on with little
more than natural fighting skills, until CIA agents came to the rescue with
American arms. Humiliated in battle, the Soviets hastily retreated. It's a great
story, writes Rodric Braithwaite. But it never happened. The Russian conscripts
suffered badly from mismanagement and strategic errors, but they were never
defeated on the battlefield, and withdrew in good order. In this brilliant, mythbusting account, Braithwaite - the former British ambassador to Moscow challenges much of what we know about the Soviets in Afghanistan. He provides
an inside look at this little-understood episode, using first-hand accounts and
piercing analysis to show the war as it was fought and experienced by the
Russians. The invasion, he writes, was a defensive response to a chaotic situation
in the Soviets' immediate neighbor. They intended to establish a stable, friendly
government, secure the major towns, and train the police and armed forces before
making a rapid exit. But the mission escalated, as did casualties. In fact, the Soviet
leadership decided to pull out a year before the first Stinger missile was used in
combat. Braithwaite does not, of course, paint the occupation as a Russian
triumph. To the contrary, he illustrates the searing effect of the brutal conflict on
soldiers, their families, and the broader public, as returning veterans - the Afgansty
of the title - struggled to regain their footing back home. A fine writer as well as an
expert, Braithwaite carries readers through these complex and momentous events,
capturing those violent and tragic days as no one has done before.

Losing Small Wars
The Soviet experience in Afghanistan provides a compelling perspective on the farreaching hazards of military intervention. In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev decided that
a withdrawal from Afghanistan should occur as soon as possible. The Soviet
Union's senior leadership had become aware that their strategy was unraveling,
their operational and tactical methods were not working, and the sacrifices they
were demanding from the Soviet people and military were unlikely to produce the
forecasted results. Despite this state of affairs, operations in Afghanistan persisted
and four more years passed before the Soviets finally withdrew their military
forces. In No Miracles, Michael Fenzel explains why and how that happened, as
viewed from the center of the Soviet state. From that perspective, three sources of
failure stand out: poor civil-military relations, repeated and rapid turnover of Soviet
leadership, and the perception that Soviet global prestige and influence were
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inexorably tied to the success of the Afghan mission. Fenzel enumerates the series
of misperceptions and misjudgments that led to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan,
tracing the hazards of their military intervention and occupation. Ultimately, he
offers a cautionary tale to nation states and policymakers considering military
intervention and the use of force.

Moscow 1941
Explains how the Allies regained military superiority after 1942, and discusses
important campaigns, naval battles, industrial strength, fighting ability, leadership,
and moral issues

Soviet and Mujahideen Uniforms, Clothing, and Equipment in
the Soviet-Afghan War, 1979-1989
"Anthony Summers and Robbyn Swan have written the definitive account of 9/11.
The shockwaves of the September 11, 2001 attacks in America reverberate to this
day. Though Osama Bin Laden has been killed, questions remain. What exactly
happened? Could 9/11 have been prevented? How and why did so much acrimony
and misinformation arise from the ashes of the World Trade Center, the Pentagon
and a quiet field in Pennsylvania? And what has yet to be revealed? The Eleventh
Day, written with access to thousands of recently released official documents, is
updated for this edition and reports on a development which the former chairman
of Congress' 9/11 probe describes as the most important in years ."

The Impact of the Afghan-Soviet War on Pakistan
By emphasising the role of nuclear issues, After Hiroshima, published in 2010,
provides an original history of American policy in Asia between the dropping of the
atomic bombs on Japan and the escalation of the Vietnam War. Drawing on a wide
range of documentary evidence, Matthew Jones charts the development of
American nuclear strategy and the foreign policy problems it raised, as the United
States both confronted China and attempted to win the friendship of an Asia
emerging from colonial domination. In underlining American perceptions that Asian
peoples saw the possible repeat use of nuclear weapons as a manifestation of
Western attitudes of 'white superiority', he offers new insights into the links
between racial sensitivities and the conduct of US policy, and a fresh interpretation
of the transition in American strategy from massive retaliation to flexible response
in the era spanned by the Korean and Vietnam Wars.

Afgantsy
Offers a candid view of a war that played a significant role in the ultimate demise
of the Soviet Union. Presents analysis absolutely vital to Western policymakers, as
well as to political, diplomatic, and military historians and anyone interested in
Russian and Soviet history. Provides insights regarding current and future Russian
struggles in ethnic conflicts both at and within their borders, struggles that could
potentially destroy the Russian Federation.
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The Battle for Afghanistan
The Bear Went Over the Mountain is a collection of vignettes written by Soviet
junior officers describing their experiences fighting the Mujahideen guerillas.

Afghanistan
The sudden dissolution of the Soviet Union altered the routines, norms,
celebrations, and shared understandings that had shaped the lives of Russians for
generations. It also meant an end to the state-sponsored, nonmonetary support
that most residents had lived with all their lives. How did Russians make sense of
these historic transformations? Serguei Alex Oushakine offers a compelling look at
postsocialist life in Russia. In Barnaul, a major industrial city in southwestern
Siberia that has lost 25 percent of its population since 1991, many Russians are
finding that what binds them together is loss and despair. The Patriotism of
Despair examines the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet Union, graphically
described in spray paint by a graffiti artist in Barnaul: "We have no Motherland."
Once socialism disappeared as a way of understanding the world, what replaced it
in people's minds? Once socialism stopped orienting politics and economics, how
did capitalism insinuate itself into routine practices? Serguei Alex. Oushakine offers
a compelling look at postsocialist life in noncosmopolitan Russia. He introduces
readers to the "neocoms": people who mourn the loss of the Soviet economy and
the remonetization of transactions that had not involved the exchange of cash
during the Soviet era. Moving from economics into military conflict and personal
loss, Oushakine also describes the ways in which veterans of the Chechen war and
mothers of soldiers who died there have connected their immediate experiences
with the country's historical disruptions. The country, the nation, and traumatized
individuals, Oushakine finds, are united by their vocabulary of shared pain.

Why the Allies Won
This book is the first detailed, illustrated guide to the military uniforms, civilian
clothing, and equipment worn and used by Soviet soldiers and Mujahideen warriors
in Afghanistan from December 1979 to February 1989. With over 500 images, this
book presents front-line soldiers, NCOs, and officers in the main combat branches
of the Soviet armed forces as well as Mujahideen warriors, actually ordinary
Afghans, who were thrust by fate into the midst of a relentless guerrilla war against
one of the largest regular armies in the world. Uniforms presented in this book are
assembled in configurations confirmed by wartime photos. All photographs taken
for this book are genuine service-issue or private-purchase Soviet and Afghan
Mujahideen items.

The Eleventh Day
A Soviet journalist documents the experiences of Soviet soldiers in Afghanistan,
detailing the soldiers' morale, the prevalence of drug problems, and the Russian
withdrawal and the aftermath.

The Patriotism of Despair
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The first English-language book to document the men who emerged from the
gulags to become Russia's much-feared crime class: the vory v zakone Mark
Galeotti is the go-to expert on organized crime in Russia, consulted by
governments and police around the world. Now, Western readers can explore the
fascinating history of the vory v zakone, a group that has survived and thrived
amid the changes brought on by Stalinism, the Cold War, the Afghan War, and the
end of the Soviet experiment. The vory--as the Russian mafia is also known--was
born early in the twentieth century, largely in the Gulags and criminal camps,
where they developed their unique culture. Identified by their signature tattoos,
members abided by the thieves' code, a strict system that forbade all paid
employment and cooperation with law enforcement and the state. Based on two
decades of on-the-ground research, Galeotti's captivating study details the vory's
journey to power from their early days to their adaptation to modern-day Russia's
free-wheeling oligarchy and global opportunities beyond.

After Hiroshima
This is the autobiography of Abdul Salam Zaeef, a senior former member of the
Taliban. His memoirs, translated from Pashto, are more than just a personal
account of his extraordinary life. My Life with the Taliban offers a counter-narrative
to the standard accounts of Afghanistan since 1979. Zaeef describes growing up in
rural poverty in Kandahar province. Both of his parents died at an early age, and
the Russian invasion of 1979 forced him to flee to Pakistan. He started fighting the
jihad in 1983, during which time he was associated with many major figures in the
anti-Soviet resistance, including the current Taliban head Mullah Mohammad
Omar. After the war Zaeef returned to a quiet life in a small village in Kandahar,
but chaos soon overwhelmed Afghanistan as factional fighting erupted after the
Russians pulled out. Disgusted by the lawlessness that ensued, Zaeef was one
among the former mujahidin who were closely involved in the discussions that led
to the emergence of the Taliban, in 1994. Zaeef then details his Taliban career as
civil servant and minister who negotiated with foreign oil companies as well as with
Afghanistan's own resistance leader, Ahmed Shah Massoud. Zaeef was
ambassador to Pakistan at the time of the 9/11 attacks, and his account discusses
the strange "phoney war" period before the US-led intervention toppled the
Taliban. In early 2002 Zaeef was handed over to American forces in Pakistan,
notwithstanding his diplomatic status, and spent four and a half years in prison
(including several years in Guantanamo) before being released without having
been tried or charged with any offence. My Life with the Taliban offers a personal
and privileged insight into the rural Pashtun village communities that are the
Taliban's bedrock. It helps to explain what drives men like Zaeef to take up arms
against the foreigners who are foolish enough to invade his homeland.

My Life with the Taliban
This book examines how dependent development and struggles for power within
and outside the state apparatus led to formation of alliances with imperial powers
and how the latter used these alliances to manipulate political development in
Afghanistan to their own advantage.
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The Last Empire
Why did the USSR linger so long in Afghanistan? What makes this account of the
Soviet-Afghan conflict both timely and important is its focus on the factors that
prevented the Soviet leadership from ending a demoralizing and costly war and on
the long-term consequences for the Soviet Union and the region.

No Miracles
The book is a history and analysis of the ways in which the invasion of Afghanistan,
by the Soviet Union, in the 1980s impacted Pakistan. The book looks into the
social, economic, and political ramifications while also delving into how a changed
landscape in Afghanistan directly impacts Pakistan.

Englishness
Reveals how skillful diplomacy got the Soviets to withdraw from Afghanistan

Armageddon and Paranoia
The Soviet invasion of its neighbour Afghanistan in December 1979 sparked a
bloody nine-year conflict in that country until Soviet forces withdrew in 1988–89,
dooming the communist Afghanistan government to defeat at the hands of the
Mujahideen, the Afghan popular resistance backed by the USA and other powers.
The Soviet invasion had enormous implications on the global stage; it prompted
the US Senate to refuse to ratify the hard-won SALT II arms-limitation treaty, and
the USA and 64 other countries boycotted the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics. For
Afghanistan, the invasion served to prolong the interminable civil war that pitted
central government against the regions and faction against faction. The country
remains locked in conflict over 30 years later, with no end in sight. Featuring
specially drawn mapping and drawing upon a wide range of sources, this succinct
account explains the origins, history and consequences of the Soviet intervention
in Afghanistan, thereby shedding new light on the more recent history – and
prospects – of that troubled country.

Long Goodbye
Raising My Voice
"First published in Great Britain in 2011 by Profile Books"--T.p. verso.

The Central Asia–Afghanistan Relationship
Malalai Joya has been described as the bravest woman in the world. As a teenager
she worked as a woman's rights activist under the Taliban, running underground
classes and clinics in her native Afghanistan that would have resulted in her torture
and execution if she'd been caught. After the fall of the Taliban, Malalai was
elected as one of the few women to represent her province at the first assembly to
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frame a new Afghan constitution.Here she dared to speak out against the crimes of
the war lords, who – backed by the Americans – now ruled the country. To her their
crimes were almost as bad as those of the hated Taliban, yet the West seemed
content to support them as part of their Realpolitik approach to Afghanistan – my
enemy's enemy is my friend. Her public denunciation resulted in several attempts
to assassinate her, and for the last five years she's lived under constant threat,
moving from safe house to safe house. It hasn't stopped her speaking out though,
and on the back of her courage she was elected to Afghan's first parliament.She
represents the voiceless, the oppressed, the victims and the innocents of
Afghanistan's endless cycle of violence. She's outspoken, passionate and fearless –
an extraordinary woman to emerge from decades of brutal and misogynistic
repression. Her book and her voice are set to resonate around the world.

A Military History of Afghanistan
From William Dalrymple—award-winning historian, journalist and travel writer—a
masterly retelling of what was perhaps the West’s greatest imperial disaster in the
East, and an important parable of neocolonial ambition, folly and hubris that has
striking relevance to our own time. With access to newly discovered primary
sources from archives in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia and India—including a
series of previously untranslated Afghan epic poems and biographies—the author
gives us the most immediate and comprehensive account yet of the spectacular
first battle for Afghanistan: the British invasion of the remote kingdom in 1839. Led
by lancers in scarlet cloaks and plumed helmets, and facing little resistance, nearly
20,000 British and East India Company troops poured through the mountain passes
from India into Afghanistan in order to reestablish Shah Shuja ul-Mulk on the
throne, and as their puppet. But after little more than two years, the Afghans rose
in answer to the call for jihad and the country exploded into rebellion. This First
Anglo-Afghan War ended with an entire army of what was then the most powerful
military nation in the world ambushed and destroyed in snowbound mountain
passes by simply equipped Afghan tribesmen. Only one British man made it
through. But Dalrymple takes us beyond the bare outline of this infamous battle,
and with penetrating, balanced insight illuminates the uncanny similarities
between the West’s first disastrous entanglement with Afghanistan and the
situation today. He delineates the straightforward facts: Shah Shuja and President
Hamid Karzai share the same tribal heritage; the Shah’s principal opponents were
the Ghilzai tribe, who today make up the bulk of the Taliban’s foot soldiers; the
same cities garrisoned by the British are today garrisoned by foreign troops,
attacked from the same rings of hills and high passes from which the British faced
attack. Dalryrmple also makes clear the byzantine complexity of Afghanistan’s ageold tribal rivalries, the stranglehold they have on the politics of the nation and the
ways in which they ensnared both the British in the nineteenth century and NATO
forces in the twenty-first. Informed by the author’s decades-long firsthand
knowledge of Afghanistan, and superbly shaped by his hallmark gifts as a narrative
historian and his singular eye for the evocation of place and culture, The Return of
a King is both the definitive analysis of the First Anglo-Afghan War and a work of
stunning topicality.
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